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COUNTY KILKENNY TRAVELLER PROFILE 

1. INTRODUCTION 

This profile of Travellers living in County Kilkenny was commissioned by the Kilkenny Traveller Community 

Movement (KTCM) who were directly involved in overseeing and carrying out this research. Community 

Consultants were successful in tendering for the work and commenced work in May 2013. The aim of carrying 

out the profile was to: 

a. Gather useful information in relation to the Traveller community in Kilkenny, e.g. ages, family size, living 

conditions, etc. 

b. Make this information available to service providers and local organisations in order to assist with 

planning responses to Traveller’s needs including guiding the future development of the KTCM, e.g. 

provide them with information about housing, health, children and education. 

c. Gain a better understanding of the Traveller community in Kilkenny, their perception of their needs, the 

challenges they face and the resources they bring to their community. 

The work was led by Maria Power, Community Consultants Ltd., and was carried out by Maria and the Outreach 

Team at KTCM. This work was also supported by the Community Health Workers, staff in the housing section of 

Kilkenny County Council and the Kilkenny Traveller Interagency Group (KTIG), who have committed to 

responding to the report’s findings. 

The work was carried out as agreed on a confidential basis i.e. personal information in relation to individual 

family name was coded and referenced by the consultant only and was not made available to anyone else. In 

addition, only information which Travellers were comfortable and agreeable to providing was recorded. While 

detailed data on all families was not made available, the level of data captured is substantial and is line with 

trends in other data collection reports on Travellers. 
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COUNTY KILKENNY TRAVELLER PROFILE 

The report that follows is organised under the following headings: 

1. Methodologies used to carry out this work 

2. Background Information from other studies on Travellers 

3. Data Captured in this study 

4. Data Analysis & Recommendations 

5. Conclusion & Summary Table listing the Recommendations 

Appendices are shown at the end of the document. 

It is hoped that this report, complemented by other national research reports with Travellers, will focus 

Kilkenny organisations, service providers and interagency groups on responses which target the needs 

identified by Travellers living in County Kilkenny. 
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2. METHODOLOGIES 

This work was carried out using participative, qualitative methodologies. It was agreed to use to such methods 

in order to provide research experience for the Outreach workers, utilise their existing skills, gain access to local 

knowledge, in addition to familiarising the various Traveller communities in County Kilkenny with the role of 

the Outreach workers. The following specific approach was followed: 

• Travellers led the research process from the outset by attending facilitated research meetings with the 

consultant on a regular basis in Kilkenny. 

• This included gathering data, inserting data into spread-sheets, cross-checking and correcting data. 

The KTCM Outreach workers and Community Health Care workers were directly involved in this process, 

as were staff from the housing section of Kilkenny County Council. 

• The Outreach workers (Kitty Murphy and Kathleen Cash) chaired and facilitated public consultation 

meetings with Travellers in Rosbercon and Kilkenny city, which included families from Urlingford, 

Callan and Thomastown and Bennettsbridge. 

• The Outreach workers completed area surveys in relation to all key locations relevant to Travellers in 

County Kilkenny. (Bernie Power, Kitty Murphy and Kathleen Cash). 

• Creative inputs, surveys and participation was maximised at each meeting. 

• The consultant designed and led the process with the KTCM team. In addition, the consultant provided 

training to the Outreach team, provided administrative support at the public consultation meetings, 

completed the data input, carried out the data analysis, presented the report to KTCM for verification 

and prepared the final report. 

• The final report will be presented by the KTCM Outreach workers to KTIG in October 2013 in a power 

point presentation. 

• The work was carried out over a two month period: May – June 2013. 

• The report and presentation was finalised over the summer of 2013. 
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Data on Traveller families currently living in various locations throughout County Kilkenny was gathered 

through local work by the Outreach workers and at team meetings. Personal data which would identify families 

was not recorded on the data sheets but instead a coding number was used. On this basis families were more 

forthcoming with information about their family size, ages and related information e.g. living conditions. 

Collecting data on every Traveller family living in Kilkenny was not possible but a significant number of families 

were identified i.e. 80% of official figures. This data and analysis is given in chapters 4 and 5. This work is mostly 

qualitative, as it captures information as Travellers wish to provide it and in how they perceive their 

circumstances. Where information was not made available or is categorised differently, this is explained in each 

section. 

Detailed information was not captured for one key location i.e. Ferrybank/Piltown area. This is in part due to 

the fact that there is no Outreach worker dedicated to this area and therefore relationships and direct 

communication with Travellers and Traveller families is under-developed. This weakness in the data collection 

forms part of the recommendations in relation to future planning and work. 

6 



   

 
           

                  

            

                  

                 

           

 

              

           

                

  

                

           

              

                   

    

                   

                 

       

                 

  

                  

COUNTY KILKENNY TRAVELLER PROFILE 

3. BACKGROUND INFORMATION ABOUT TRAVELLERS 

This chapter provides a brief overview of other pieces of key research which are relevant to Traveller life in 

Ireland. These reports are available separately and are referenced at the back of this report. 

The context of Traveller life in Ireland is important and many of the issues identified twenty years ago continue 

to perpetuate Traveller life today, not least for many Travellers living in County Kilkenny. Below are key findings 

that relate to Travellers living in Ireland as captured in these pieces of research: 

3.1 All Ireland Traveller Health Study (AITHS) 

This piece of research titled the “All-Ireland Traveller Health Study” was co-ordinated by UCD and 

carried out during 2010, working in partnership with Traveller peer-researchers throughout all 

locations in Ireland – North and South. Community Consultants acted as a support to this process in 

the Cork-Kerry region. 

This research takes as its guidance the social determinants of health as defined by the World Health 

Organisation in 2002. The key findings from the AITHS are as follows: 

➢ Traveller life expectancy remains at levels last experienced by the general population in 1941. A 

Traveller boy can expect to live to 61 years (77 in the general population) and a Traveller girl to 70 

years (82 in the general population). 

➢ A Traveller baby born in Ireland is almost 5 times more likely to die than a baby born to the 

general population. 

➢ Heart Disease /Stroke: a male Traveller is 3.5 times and a female Traveller is 5 times more likely 

to die from heart disease/stroke than the general population. 

➢ Respiratory: a male Traveller is 7.5 times and a female Traveller is 5 times more likely to die 

from respiratory diseases. 

➢ Suicide: a male Traveller is 6.5 times and a female Traveller is 5 times more likely to die of 

suicide. 
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COUNTY KILKENNY TRAVELLER PROFILE 

➢ 9 out of every 10 Traveller children in Ireland had a health problem; asthma, chest infections, 

poor hearing, challenging behaviour, etc. 

➢ 55% of adult Travellers smoke compared to a national average of 29%. High consumption levels 

of alcohol and drugs are both issues of concern for Traveller families – see information gathered from 

public consultation meeting on page 12. 

➢ 42% of families felt discriminated against. 

➢ 1 in 3 Travellers cannot read or fill out forms 

➢ Last CSO figures show unemployment for Travellers at 75% compared to national average of 9% 

(higher in 2013 for both groupings) 

➢ Living conditions are generally very poor for those living on sites, in trailers or mobile homes. 

These findings relate to Travellers living in Kilkenny as much as elsewhere in Ireland. 

3.2 Travelling in Austerity 

This report written in 2013 by Brian Harvey and commissioned by Pavee Point highlights the following 

key findings in relation to austerity cuts affecting the Traveller community in particular. Since late 

2008, there has been a dramatic disinvestment by the state in the Traveller community, listed as 

follows: 

State funded programmes for Travellers Budget 

Interagency Activities - -100% 

Traveller Education - -86.6% 

Traveller Accommodation - -85% 

Equality - -76.3% 

National Traveller organisations - -63.6% 

FÁS Special Initiative for Travellers - -60% 

National Traveller Partnership - -32.1% 

Traveller SPY youth projects - -29.8% 

Health – -5.4%1 

1 Cuts to these budgets commenced prior to 2008. 
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Other Programmes of importance to Travellers Budget 

Equality and Rights agencies - -69% 

Local & Community Development Programme - -42.3% 

Initiatives against Drugs - -32.5% 

Combining these cut-backs, the effects on the Traveller community is drastic and a huge set-back in 

terms of community development and Traveller development. 

3.3 Kilkenny Traveller Community Movement strategic plan 

KTCM developed its three year strategic plan in 2012 titled “Towards 2020”. This plan focuses on key 

areas of concern to Kilkenny Travellers including: Community Health Care; After-Schools; Community 

Development and St. Catherine’s2. There are detailed actions relating to each of these key areas of 

work contained in the KTCM strategic plan. These areas remain a priority for Kilkenny Travellers. 

This strategic plan is robust, costed and focused. At the time of its development, it was recommended 

that a strategic manager was required to oversee a higher level of integrated governance, ensure the 

provision of operational support to the various co-ordinators and develop a stronger link to Traveller 

work at national level. Funding for this post is still not in place. Without such a resource, integrated 

planning and responding to the needs identified in this plan remains constrained and limited. 

All public services are required to focus on Traveller needs, but service providers and Travellers need a 

strong, independent Traveller organisation to exist and engage with if real and substantial progress is 

to be made in an integrated manner across all areas of work. 

Re-development of St. Catherine’s Halting Site. 
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Discrimination: All the above reports, including this report based on the experiences of Travellers 

living in County Kilkenny identify the high level of discrimination that Travellers face every day in 

many aspects of their lives, e.g. in the area of employment, sports and recreation and accessing daily 

services including shopping. This must be a priority consideration for all organisations in any future 

work with Travellers, in addition to considering in detail all the other priority areas identified in this 

report. 

The data and analysis provided on pages 10 to 33 about Travellers living in Kilkenny County follows 

similar trends to that identified in national reports. Travellers in Kilkenny and elsewhere are behind 

the general population in all quality of life measures, i.e. accommodation, living conditions, 

education, health, employment and social integration. This report localises the information so that 

service providers and organisations who work with Travellers may do so with additional focus and 

closer targeting of their work. 

Travellers regularly engage in consultation meetings, identify their needs, participate in responses 

and patiently wait for improvements. The experience of this research process highlights that the 

Travellers who participated in this study are willing to engage in responses, take on leadership roles 

and work locally with a wide range of stakeholders. This is an opportunity for all organisations 

concerned with equality to engage and make progress in partnership with Travellers. 

10 
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4. DATA COLLECTION 

According to the annual count of Traveller families in November 2012 (Kilkenny County Council) the Traveller 

population in Kilkenny was estimated at 177 families. For the purposes of this study, gathering data on all 

Traveller families living in Kilkenny was not possible for a variety of reasons, e.g. not all families wished to be 

identified as Travellers, some did not want to participate and others could not be located or contacted. 

However, data was captured for 142 families i.e. 80%, which provides a snapshot in May 2013 for this group 

of Traveller families living in Kilkenny. 

It is also generally accepted by many studies on/with Travellers, that the counting of Traveller families is 

under-reported, for a variety of reasons including non-participation and non-self-identification. 

4.1. County Kilkenny Traveller Population 

Information about 142 Traveller families living in County Kilkenny was captured as part of this profile 

work. This includes important information on 493 individual Travellers from age 1 month to some 

Travellers aged in their 80s. Key data relating to these families is as follows: 

Population Data Numbers 

Number of families identified in this study 142 

Number of individual Travellers included within these families 493 

As a percentage of Traveller headcount Kilkenny County Council 2012 80% 
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NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL TRAVELLERS INCLUDED WITHIN THESE FAMILIES 493 

4.2. Main Locations for Traveller Families identified in this study 

Area No of families % 

Kilkenny City Areas 35 25.5 

19 13 

12 8.5 

21 15 

14 10 

Callan 8; Thomastown 6; Castlecomer 5 19 13 

Other rural areas: Bennettsbridge; Gowran, Kells, Paulstown, Graiguenamanagh 13 9 

Ferrybank/Piltown (under reported as figures not available/provided) 9 6 

Total 142 100 

Hebron 

Wetlands 

Rosbercon 

Urlingford including Ballyragget 

12 
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4.2.1. Study population 
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Data about 142 families was captured as part of this study. However, for 36 families only base line 

information was captured, i.e. name, location of residence, accommodation type and age range. 27 of 

these families live in local authority/private rented accommodation across Kilkenny city. 18 (67%) of 

these are in their 20’s; 4 in their 30s; 4 in their 50s and 1 in their 70s. The remaining 9 families live in the 

Ferrybank/Piltown area and consist of 17 adults with 27 children between them. 

While detailed information was not captured about every single family, it would be reasonable to 

extrapolate the main findings to all families living in Kilkenny. 

The detailed information below is about 106 families and their 215 children: 

Population data Numbers 

Female 

112 48% 122 52% 

117 54% 

Number of families in this study 142 

Number of families where all data was captured 106 

Number of families where all data was not captured/made available 36 

Total number of Travellers included in the data analysis 449 

Gender Total 

Number of Adults over 18 234 

Total number of children 215 98 46% 

Gender Total % Male Female 

Age 1mth-4 years 73 34% 35 30% 38 39% 

Age 5-12 years 98 46% 59 50% 39 40% 

Age 13-15 years 26 12% 14 12% 12 12% 

Age 16-17 years 18 8% 9 8% 9 9% 

Total 215 

   

                 

              

             

                        

          

              

        

        

       

         

    

   

  

  

  

  

Male 

14 



COUNTY KILKENNY TRAVELLER PROFILE 

For the 234 adults over 18 Total % 

18 – 29/under 30 1163 49.5% 

30 – 39/under 40 51 22% 

40 – 49/under 50 30 13% 

50 – 59/under 60 7 3% 

60 – 80 10 4.5% 

Not known 20 8% 

   

   

   

   

   

  

 

             
            

          

   

   

   

   

     

    

       
          

These figures relate to the 103 households where details were captured and includes three 
households where there are two families living in the same accommodation space (total 
106). The majority of families consist of two adults plus children. 

Household/Family Size No % 

Two adults with 0 children4 

Two adults with 1-2 children 

Two adults with 3-4 children 

Two adults with 5-6 children 

Two adults with more than 6 children 

Single parents with up to 7 children 

Total 

35 34% 

29 28% 

14 13.5% 

8 7% 

7 6% 

10 9.5% 

103 100% 

3 20 of these are under age 20. 
4 This relates mostly to Travellers in their early twenties or those that are retired. 
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4.3.  Accomodation 

There were 130 households identified in this study containing 133 families. The following is the type of 

accommodation lived in: 

Type of accomodation No % 

Standard built house including local authority rented 76 58.5% 

Mobile home/trailer/caravan 28 21.5% 

Private rented 25 19% 

Don't know 1 1% 

Total 130 100% 
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4.4. Unemployment 

This was a topic that some Travellers were less forthcoming about, particularly the men. However, as 

can be seen below Travellers did describe their employment status, in addition to it being cited as a 

major area of concern at public meetings, specifically by female parents who were concerned about 

the future for their children. From local knowledge, it is understood anecdotally that the primary 

‘supplementary’ occupations for Travellers living throughout Kilkenny revolve around: horse trading, 

surfacing driveways/roads, tree and hedge cutting, pvc guttering, markets/car-boot sales, sports 

training, car mechanics, child-minding and hairdressing. 

Number of adults over 18 234 % 

Unemployed or Job Seekers Allowance, Lone Parents Allowance 207 88.5% 

Working e.g. community worker or on a scheme, e.g. FÁS 18 7.5% 

Retired 3 1.5% 

Disabled 6 2.5% 

17 
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4.5. Local Amenities 

Travellers identified key amenities of importance to them: 

   

      

          
   

         

          
           

   

       

           
           

  

       

          
           

 

Kilkenny Hebron 

Rosbercon 

Kilkenny including 

St Catherine's (Wetlands) 

Urlingford 

KTCM, local shops, Aldi, community halls, primary school, access to the 
Watershed sports complex and boxing. 

▶ No local health centre, after-schools or youth services – across town. 

Creche, shops and large supermarket. Fr. McGrath centre with community hall 
and youth services, access to the Watershed sports complex and boxing. St. 
Patrick’s primary school main school accessed. 

▶ School transport to/from the site has ceased. 

Schools, only small shops and garage, parish hall, football pitch, running track, 
and after-schools. Access across town to swimming pool, Tesco, Aldi and Lidl 
but require transport. 

▶ Medical centre available but only 1 nurse. 

Schools, playschool and afterschool, a variety of local shops. Sports: GAA, 
soccer and boxing, community hall, health centre and buses to Kilkenny and 
Thurles daily. 

18 
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4.6. Public consultations 

Public consultations were held in Kilkenny (KTCM) and Rosbercon and all Traveller families in the 

immediate and surrounding areas were invited and encouraged to attend. The meetings were widely 

advertised by all Outreach workers and community health workers, by word of mouth and leafleting 

(see appendix for sample poster). Two of the KTCM Outreach workers facilitated separate public 

meetings. Traveller men and women attended both meetings, were very engaged and participative. The 

feedback below is taken directly from what was said at the meetings and is from a Traveller perspective 

only: 

4.6.1. Kilkenny meeting 

Travellers from all parts of Kilkenny including Urlingford and Thomastown were invited to the 

Kilkenny meeting. There was a high attendance (approximately 30 families) at this meeting as it 

included Travellers from several areas – who also represented their extended families. Their key 

concerns are listed under each topic below: 

Education: 

• The cost of schooling was seen as very high, particularly the cost of uniforms and school books 

for large families. Similarly, extra activities in school are too expensive for most Traveller 

families. 

• Some students need assistance with homework, but parents feel it needs to be provided after 

school in the school, where the environment is more structured. 

• Many teachers have a “good attitude to Travellers” but most do not understand or know about 

Traveller culture. 

• “Some Travellers are still leaving school not being able to read or write after all those years in 

secondary school” resulting in some parents wondered why go at all? 

• Most schools are good places for our children mixing with others (settled and Traveller) e.g. 

John of God. 
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• Adults would like more courses in the evenings. Men would like more access to sports clubs and 

a project for their horses. 

• School transport has ceased for students from St. Catherine’s making access schools very 

difficult for some families. 

Youth: 

• “There is nothing to do when “the kids leave school, they need real jobs, real activities and 

youth clubs for 16-18 year olds”. 

Health: 

The Traveller public health nurse is “badly missed” by all families but especially those who have no 

transport. Families in Castlecomer have to travel to Kilkenny for all health services, including one 

family who goes regularly to their GP. The following health conditions were identified and 

experienced by families in order of priority: 

1. Mental Health matters e.g. depression/nerves, etc. 

2. Chest infections, including lung problems – particular for those living in a mobile 

home/caravan 

3. Asthma – across generations 

4. Heart ailments, including blood pressure 

5. Diabetes in particular 

6. Stomach problems, along with eye, ear and skin problems were identified but further down 

the list. 

Most Travellers in attendance were on medication including anti-biotics and all children attended 

the GP regularly. Those in attendance indicated that this was the case for other Traveller families 

they knew also. (This information was elicited through a show of hands to specific focused 

questions). 

20 
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Accommodation: 

• For families living on the site (St. Catherine’s) electricity is cut off regularly5, toilets and showers 

are outside and the place is badly run down. Most caravans have no running water, no 

shower/toilet inside, no washing machine or dryer even though they have large families – many 

living alongside each other. Caravans generally are very damp. 

• Some houses in Hebron are very cold in winter as insulation is very poor. 

• There is no play area or ramps to slow down traffic in many areas – despite many children living 

in one small area. 

• Group housing is on a main road which is very busy. One woman talked about there being no 

gates at the end of the road opposite Eurospar, where many children play. 

Discrimination: 

Almost all of the Travellers who attended the Kilkenny meeting talked about and gave many specific 

examples of the discrimination they face, e.g. trying to book a hotel for a communion, being refused 

by several hotels and having to go to Tipperary town instead. Most families have to go elsewhere, 

away from Kilkenny for weddings. Night clubs do not allow young Travellers in. There were several 

examples of Travellers being blamed for incidents when they were not present – “we’re all painted 

with the same brush”. Travellers gave many examples of where they have been refused food at local 

hotels or restaurants and even when they go shopping for clothes or food – one woman said “eyes 

are always watching you and following you ... you are never left alone”. 

This would appear to be when bills are not paid. 

21 
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4.6.2. Rosbercon meeting 

Travellers from Rosbercon, Pilltown and Ferrybank6 were invited to attend the meeting. Not many 

attended but those that did could provide information about other families living in these areas – 

representing approximately 20 families. Their key concerns listed under main topic headings were: 

Education: 

• Transport to the local school has ceased. Most Travellers living in Rosbercon are a good distance 

from the school, living in a rural area on a very busy road with no footpaths. Traveller parents’ 

experience of primary school is very positive but this is not the case with the secondary school 

staff. Some Travellers can’t get to meet with school staff despite many requests. 

• “It is difficult to keep young Travellers in school after junior cert – they don’t see any point in 

going”. 

• Many Travellers want more adult education courses. The women in particular, based on 

previous positive experiences, would like more courses and programmes. They said that they 

learn a lot, it builds their confidence and this helps them relate well to their children also. The 

men would like horse programmes, e.g. farrier classes and fitness classes for themselves. 

• We need a pre-school in the area – there are currently 10 children waiting to go to school. 

Youth: 

• Most young Travellers will go to Youthreach, but there are few options after that, especially for 

15 – 20 year olds. Travellers “badly need” work-experience and work-placements that includes 

trades. 

No Outreach worker in this area so contact with Travellers is very limited. 

22 
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Health: 

The families “badly miss” the Traveller Public Health Nurse who used to call to them. There are at 

least 8 older Travellers who need attention and no one calls to see them. The following health 

conditions were identified and experienced by families in order of priority: 

1. Heart ailments, including blood pressure 

2. Chest infections, including lung problems – particularly for those living in a mobile home. 

3. Asthma 

4. Stomach problems including ulcers 

5. Kidney infections. 

All children attended the GP regularly and many had taken anti-biotics often. 

Accommodation: 

• In Rosbercon, there is mixture of houses and mobile homes alongside each other. Some mobile 

homes have their own electricity, but most have no electricity, no running water or toilets. 

There is no proper sewage system in place. 

• Travellers live on a very busy road near a crossroads with no footpaths, lights or ramps to slow 

traffic down. 

• One family talked about being on the waiting list for 18 years and still living in a two-bedroom 

mobile home with teenage girls and boys which is totally unsuitable. 

• One older couple was living in rented accommodation with their son who has special needs. 

Heating is very poor and no one ever calls to them. 

Social: 

The Travellers living in this area feel they are well integrated into their local area and all mix socially 

with their neighbours, especially their children. They have access to the local community centre 

and to all events organised there by themselves and others. They would like to see a play area for 

teenagers, e.g. a MUGA (Multi-Use Games Area) alongside the community centre for all to use. The 

main difficulty is for the Men’s group gaining access to the gym or the sports centre. 

23 
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4.6.3. General comments 

Travellers, but particularly Traveller men were reluctant to provide information in relation to two 

topics being explored. This included: (1) information about horse ownership or housing/location of 

horses, (2) occupations engaged in, which are economically viable but are part of the ‘black market’ 

economy. It is understandable that these topics are sensitive, but gathering information may help to 

formulate appropriate policy which support and acknowledge cultural traditions and assist with 

legitimising key roles for Traveller men. However, ‘real’ trust would need to be built with Traveller 

men prior to any information being offered. 

In relation to law and order, many Traveller women and men and particularly young men, have 

developed a good relationship with local Gardaí. This is helping to build trust and confidence in the 

service for all. 

All Travellers who participated in the public meetings are interested in Traveller community 

development and in developing responses that are suitable for their community. 
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5. DATA ANALYSIS 

In addition to collecting core data about Traveller families living in County Kilkenny, key information about 

Traveller life, e.g. health, education, travel, was also captured at public consultation meetings, which were 

chaired and facilitated by KTCM Traveller Outreach Workers. 

These meetings included open discussion on key topics and self-identification of barriers to full attainment of 

these rights for Travellers. Each of the discussions related primarily to the local areas in which Travellers live 

and included extended families living in those areas but who did not attend meetings. In relation to the 

discussion on health, those who attended ticked wall charts relating to general health and well-being, including 

the social determinants of health, as advocated by the World Health Organisation (2002) and adopted by the 

AITH (2010). 

Below is a summary of the main findings and related recommendations: 

5.1. Education 

There are 215 children under the age of 17 in this study. 34% (73) of 

them are between the ages of 1mth and 4 years and 46% (98) are 

between the age of 5 and 12. A total of 80% (171) are under the age of 

12, which is a significant number of children. 

“Some Travellers are 
still leaving school not 
being able to read or 
write after all those 

years in school”. 

This figure is all the more interesting when it sits alongside the fact that almost 50% of the adults (most 

of whom are parents) are under the age of 30, with many under the age of 20. See comment below 

under adult supports. 

Education was identified as the key area of concern for Travellers living throughout Kilkenny. 

Concerns ranged from there being no pre-school in Rosbercon and a poor relationship with secondary 

school teachers, to many Travellers still leaving school without being able to read and write and there 

not being enough support for homework at school. 
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While most organisations and individuals would acknowledge the important role that education plays 

in addressing inequalities and improving positive life outcomes, educational supports to Travellers 

have been cut by 86.6% nationally. 

• All schools should be willing and be encouraged to be pro-active about meeting with Traveller 

parents to discuss their children's progress and addressing any barriers that parents or schools 

are facing. 

• A strategy in relation to providing intensive supports and monitoring of literacy levels, in 

relation to Traveller children should be considered. This work should be designed and piloted 

collaboratively with Traveller parents and Traveller projects in key locations. 

• All Traveller children should have access to homework clubs either in school or at community 

projects. These services should be targeted and all Traveller children should be offered a place. 

These clubs require focus, support and the methods used need to be communicated with 

parents, who in turn may need support. 

• Adult education is an integral part of community development and family support. There 

should be on-going programmes offered in each key location for Travellers. In particular, the 

Outreach workers who have undergone much training should also be supported to tutor and 

delivery workshops directly, perhaps providing a combination of KTCM and externally run 

courses. 

Recommendations - Education including adult education 

   

            

           

     

               

               

                  

                

              

             

 

             

             

       

              

              

             

     

            

             

             

           

    

5.2. Children & Youth services 

While most children are engaged in pre-school services, there is no facility in Rosbercon and many 

families in Kilkenny (Hebron area) do not participate in early years’ services. When querying why this 

was this was the situation in Hebron, a few Travellers felt that they could not get their children into 

some of the pre-schools and in most cases, Traveller parents did not know of such services being 

available. 
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The biggest concern for Travellers was for their young people from aged 16 onwards. While the numbers 

in this category in this study are not high, the numbers coming into this grouping in the coming five-ten 

years will be substantial. The main concerns ranged from: 

The high levels of unemployment 88.5%, experienced by Travellers across all ages is deeply concerning. 

It worries parents that their children have very few positive role models or future opportunities to aspire 

to. 

As parents perceive it, young Travellers are not engaging in ‘real’ 

work-placement experience, gaining valuable trade skills or seeing 

options for themselves and there is little for young Travellers to do 

once they leave school. 

Travellers “badly 
need real work-

experience and work-
placements” that 
includes trades. 

These persistent circumstances lead to poor self-esteem, poor economic independence, poor 

perception of options/opportunities and ultimately poor general and mental health. 

Recommendations – Children & Youth 

• A feasibility study in relation to the setting up of a pre-school in Rosbercon should be carried 

out. 

• Traveller children not accessing pre-school in Kilkenny (and other areas) should be targeted for 

inclusion as a joint initiative between KTCM and CKCCC. 

• Youth services and youth employment services should be engaging with Traveller organisations 

around the provision of 'real' opportunities that relate to Traveller culture and possibilities. This 

should be included in a larger more targeted employment strategy for Travellers. See page 31. 
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5.3. Health 

All Travellers who participated and provided information in this study identified personally with the 

health problems listed earlier. Almost all family members suffer from a range of ill-health, from children 

right through to older adults. Medication for family members is a common feature as are regular visits 

to the GP. 

The range of top illnesses identified by Travellers were: heart conditions including diabetes, blood 

pressure and stroke, respiratory related illnesses including asthma, which was a particular feature of 

those living in mobile homes/caravans, and finally stomach related problems. 

While mental health was not identified by some groups, it was identified as a top priority by Travellers 

living in Kilkenny. The AITHS would identify mental health as a priority for Travellers. 

Health problems are much more acute for families living in halting sites, particularly those living in 

trailers/caravans. Many of these homes are damp, not fully functional, i.e. no inside toilet facilities, no 

running water or electricity and their outside environment is very poor, e.g. St. Catherine’s. 

All Travellers referred to the loss and impact of not having a Traveller Public Health Nursing Service. 

Clearly this service was highly valued by Travellers. The lack of this service was particularly acute for 

rural Travellers, those without transport and elderly Travellers. Other Travellers reported that almost all 

of these Travellers are now without a service. 

The All Ireland Traveller Health Study gives significant detail about the health status of the Traveller 

population in Ireland. Travellers living in Kilkenny conform to a large extent to these same patterns. 

Therefore, targeted local, regional and national responses designed and implemented in partnership 

with Travellers are required to bring about positive change. 
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• There is an existing Traveller health project focused on the health concerns of Travellers. 

Perhaps focusing on specific initiatives in local areas e.g. Rosbercon, Urlingford, Ferrybank, 

targeted at specific groups of families with key concerns may yield more robust collaborative 

responses. 

• The removal of the Traveller public health nurse is a notable and significant loss for Travellers. 

Key concerns around older Travellers in particular need to be addressed by the HSE/THU and 

given the high number of children with consistent ailments - a Traveller public health strategy to 

address such needs is required. 

• Some Travellers talked about not having a nearby health centre. Perhaps this could be explored 

alongside the previous point and improving access/transport to such centre's might be an 

option. 

Recommendations - Health 

5.4. Accomodation 

While most people live in standard houses, 21.5% live in non-standard (mobile home/trailer/caravan) 

accommodation. This is a high number compared to 18.2% nationally. As mentioned already, this type 

of accommodation leads to a much higher risk of poor health as is evidenced in this and other reports. 

In addition, most sites/areas where there are mobile homes, caravans or trailers are very poorly 

serviced, i.e. for many there is no electricity, no running water, and toilet/shower/washing facilities are 

outside. Many have no washing machine or dryer despite raising large families. 

In addition, the external environment of those sites is very poor including poor sanitation, poor sewage 

and water drainage systems. These are all well-known high risk factors to poor health/ill-health, 

resulting in a higher number of days out sick, higher medical costs and absence from work and 

education. 
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5.5. Facilities and Infrastructure 

Most areas where Travellers live have essential facilities such as shops, schools and access to 

community facilities. However there are notable exceptions: 

• Families in Rosbercon have no public transport to schools or medical centre and the area they 

live in has poor road safety. 

• Men have difficulty accessing sports complexes in general but particularly Rosbercon. 

• Many areas (other than Urlingford) do not have adequate access to health clinics or public 

health nursing. 

Recommendations – Accomodation and Infrastructure 

   

 

              

      

               

    

         

              

               

             

           

                

                  

            

         

           

               

      

               

   
• St. Catherine's has been listed as a priority area for re-development for the past number of 

years. As this re-development plan has been cut back and delayed numerous times, Travellers 

have become cynical about anything happening. Clear communication is needed about plans 

(or not) and dates if work is gong ahead. Trust needs to be restored between Kilkenny County 

Council and families living in this site. The site similar to others in the county is in very poor 

condition. 

• Kilkenny County Council should prioritise the conditions of all halting sites and in particular the 

needs of families living in trailers/caravans, wherever they are located. 

• Future housing needs, particularly for potential new families should be anticipated and 

evaluated early. From this data alone, it can be anticipated that there will be a significant 

increase in new families in the coming years. 

• Road safety in Rosbercon needs to be examined and evaluated with a view to responding over 

time. 
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5.6. Unemployment and Community Development 

The biggest concern for adult Travellers, especially those who were parents, was unemployment. They 

wanted ‘real’ opportunities for their children and adult education programmes for themselves, which 

they acknowledged builds skills and confidence within their own community. 

Unemployment stands at 88.5%, a very high figure for one grouping of people. While employment 

figures are very low, they are improving and working Travellers provide positive feed-back and role 

models for the whole community. In addition, Traveller workers build links with the settled community 

and with service providers. Traveller workers working with service providers build trust within their own 

community and raise awareness and knowledge for workers/professionals within service organisations. 

As the data shows, obtaining specific details in relation to occupations was difficult to achieve but 

insights were gained into the preferences and supplementary occupations of Travellers. This data 

alongside an economic analysis of the future needs of the local economy needs to be analysed further 

in order to develop an appropriate employment strategy which would include specific and culturally 

acceptable pathways for Travellers. 

Community Development is well known method and approach to working directly with disadvantaged 

communities across many issues which require attention. As can be seen in this study, Travellers in 

those areas with focused Traveller community development initiatives and inclusion e.g. Kilkenny, 

Urlingford and Rosbercon fare better. All areas require focused Traveller community 

development/inclusion, and this is particularly true for the Ferrybank/Piltown area, which currently 

does not have a dedicated Traveller Outreach worker allocated to it. 

Family Support: this study is dominated by young adults many of whom are parents. Almost 10% are 

lone parents and both these features need to be taken into account by services when planning e.g. 

future housing needs, childcare, entry into education and parental supports. 
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Recommendations – Unemployment & Community development 

   

             

           

            

           

            

      

            

             

            

             

             

       

           

         

              

        

    
• All key locations should have a Traveller Outreach worker nominated for each area including 

Ferrybank/Piltown area - this could be developed in partnership with Waterford city. This would 

build confidence in Traveller workers and within the Traveller community in addressing issues 

collectively. 

• The Kilkenny Traveller Interagency Group (KTIG), possibly led by CKLP, could consider 

developing a robust strategy to respond to Traveller unemployment. This must include young 

Travellers around skills development, work placement and alternative occupations. 

• More Travellers need to be employed and engaged in work, including various community 

development roles from childcare to health to youth work. These are the workers that will build 

bridges between services and Travellers, educating and providing skills and knowledge in both 

directions. Ideally, community workers should be based in and linked to all locations where 

Travellers live. These workers can build relationships with all services but will require on-going 

support and training (via KTCM) to do so effectively. 

• The strengthening and continued development of KTCM is essential to Traveller community 

development and other organisations who wish to enhance their engagement with the Traveller 

community. 

• There are many young parents with young children, with a large increase predicted for the 

coming years. Courses aimed at young parents should be designed and delivered locally. 
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5.7. Discrimination & trust 

All Travellers who participated in this study talked about the high 

levels of discrimination they face on a daily basis. Travellers gave 

specific examples ranging from: attempting to get lunch but being 

refused, being refused hotel bookings for various events including 

gyms, young people being refused admission to night clubs and in 

general being watched and followed around when in supermarkets or 

in clothing stores. This is a tough environment to be living in on a daily 

basis. It is wearing, stressful and only feeds back negativity. 

“Eyes are always 
watching you and 
following you ... 

you are never left 
alone” 

Over the past few years, particularly with the new programme of work with the KTCM and the KTIG, 

improvements have been achieved. There are better relationships now between some services and the 

Traveller community, i.e. some health services, some schools, youth services, Gardaí, local authority 

and development organisations, e.g. CKLP. However, there is room for improvement. 

In particular, trust needs to be built with Traveller men. Traveller men hold significant power within 

their own community and families and community work is under-developed with this group. It was 

primarily men who withheld information in this study, i.e. in relation to horses, occupation and the law, 

and this is understandable. Work with men in other counties has not been easy, but trust needs to be 

built with this grouping in order that they feel included, valued and understood. 

Recommendations – Anti-racism work 
• The KTIG should consider an anti-discrimination/anti-racism campaign led by all of the service 

providers that participate in the KTIG. This campaign could be a joint initiative with KTCM, 

Kilkenny Integration Forum and Kilkenny Sports and Recreation Partnership. 
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6. CONCLUSION & SUMMARY OF RECOMMENDATIONS 

6.1. Conclusion 

The data and analysis in this report is specific to Kilkenny Travellers. While many of the insights follow 

national trends for Travellers, its focus on location, specific families and local knowledge should 

provide good information for all service providers, including KTCM, to build upon. 

There is no doubt that there is very good data and useful information in this report and this would be 

not be possible without the existence and role played by the KTCM and its workers. It was apparent in 

this study that the existing workers have valuable skills, capacities and access to communities that 

outside professionals and organisations do not have. However, it would appear that the existing 

workers are under-utilised in the provision of this experience, skills and information. The role of the 

Outreach workers should be enhanced further so that their work in developing greater links between 

local communities and services can be strengthened to reach its full potential. The enhancement of 

the Outreach role would in turn strengthen links back into KTCM as a Traveller led, community 

development and advocacy organisation for Travellers. 

There are 20 practical recommendations highlighted by this study, with many grouped under key 

developmental headings. These recommendations should inform the development of a new KTIG 

plan which will respond to Traveller needs across all services in partnership with KTCM. Each service 

area will require further consideration by the agency with responsibility for service provision. 

While this study does not provide all the detail required it is a very positive beginning and could act a 

base-line starting point for all service providers and organisations. Each service provider could take 

the base line data provided in this report and enhance it further by being specific to their own 

profiling needs e.g. housing projections, targeted health initiatives, literacy, education initiatives, 

employment, etc. The baseline data in this study could also be added to over time by the KTCM as it 

builds links and information about each of its constituent communities and the families who require 

its support. 
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6.2. Summary table listing all the recommendations 

Education 
including Adult 
Education 

1. All schools should be willing and be encouraged to be pro-active about meeting 
with Traveller parents to discuss their children's progress and addressing any 
barriers that parents or schools are facing. 

2. A strategy in relation to providing intensive supports and monitoring of literacy 
levels, in relation to Traveller children should be considered. This work should be 
designed and piloted collaboratively with Traveller parents and Traveller projects 
in key locations. 

3. All Traveller children should have access to homework clubs either in school or at 
community projects. These services should be targeted and all Traveller children 
should be offered a place. These clubs require focus, support and the methods 
used need to be communicated with parents, who in turn may need support. 

4. Adult education is an integral part of community development and family 
support. There should be on-going programmes offered in each key location for 
Travellers. In particular, the Outreach workers who have undergone much training 
should also be supported to tutor and delivery workshops directly, perhaps 
providing a combination of KTCM and externally run courses. 

Children & Youth 

5. A feasibility study in relation to the setting up of a pre-school in Rosbercon should 
be carried out. 

6. Traveller children not accessing pre-school in Kilkenny (and other areas) should 
be targeted for inclusion as a joint initiative between KTCM and CKCCC. 

7. Youth services and youth employment services should be engaging with Traveller 
organisations around the provision of 'real' opportunities that relate to Traveller 
culture and possibilities. This should be included in a larger more targeted 
employment strategy for Travellers. See page 31 

Health 

8. There is an existing Traveller health project focused on the health concerns of 
Travellers. Perhaps focusing on specific initiatives in local areas e.g. Rosbercon, 
Urlingford, Ferrybank, targeted at specific groups of families with key concerns 
may yield more robust collaborative responses. 

9. The removal of the Traveller public health nurse is a notable and significant loss 
for Travellers. Key concerns around older Travellers in particular need to be 
addressed by the HSE/THU and given the high number of children with consistent 
ailments - a Traveller public health strategy to address such needs is required. 

10. Some Travellers talked about not having a nearby health centre. Perhaps this 
could be explored alongside the previous point and improving access/transport 
to such centres might be an option. 
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Accomodation 
& Infrastructure 

11. St. Catherine's has been listed as a priority area for re-development for the past 
number of years. As this re-development plan has been cut back and delayed 
numerous times, Travellers have become cynical about anything happening. 
Clear communication is needed about plans (or not) and dates if work is going 
ahead. Trust needs to be restored between Kilkenny County Council and families 
living in this site. The site similar to others in the county is in very poor condition. 

12. Kilkenny County Council should prioritise the conditions of all halting sites and in 
particular the needs of families living in trailers/caravans, wherever they are 
located. 

13. Future housing needs, particularly for potential new families should be 
anticipated and evaluated early. From this data alone, it can be anticipated that 
there will be a significant increase in new families in the coming years. 

14. Road safety in Rosbercon needs to be examined and evaluated with a view to 
responding over time. 

Unemployment 
& Community 
Development 

15. All key locations should have a Traveller Outreach worker nominated for each 
area including Ferrybank/Piltown area - this could be developed in partnership 
with Waterford city. This would build confidence in Traveller workers and within 
the Traveller community in addressing issues collectively. 

16. The Kilkenny Traveller Interagency Group (KTIG), possibly led by CKLP, could 
consider developing a robust strategy to respond to Traveller unemployment. 
This must include young Travellers around skills development, work placement 
and alternative occupations. 

17. More Travellers need to be employed and engaged in work, including various 
community development roles from childcare to health to youth work. These are 
the workers that will build bridges between services and Travellers, educating 
and providing skills and knowledge in both directions. Ideally, community 
workers should be based in and linked to all locations where Travellers live. These 
workers can build relationships with all services but will require on-going support 
and training (via KTCM) to do so effectively. 

18. The strengthening and continued development of KTCM is essential to Traveller 
community development and other organisations who wish to enhance their 
engagement with the Traveller community. 

19. Family Support: There are many young parents with young children, with a large 
increase predicted for the coming years. Courses aimed at young parents should 
be designed and delivered locally. 

Anti-racism work 

20. The KTIG should consider an anti-discrimination/anti-racism campaign led by all 
of the service providers that participate in the KTIG. This campaign could be a 
joint initiative with KTCM, Kilkenny Integration Forum and Kilkenny Sports and 
Recreation Partnership. 
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APPENDICES – TEMPLATES USED TO CARRY OUT THE WORK 

KTCM along with other agencies are committed to undertaking a profile of Traveller families living in Kilkenny 

City and County. 

The aim of the Community profile is to: 

1. Gather useful information in relation to the Traveller Community in Kilkenny e.g. ages, living conditions, 

etc., 

2. This information will be used to assist public services to plan ahead to meet Traveller’s needs and for 

the future development of the KTCM e.g. housing, health, children. 

3. Gain a better understanding of the Traveller community in Kilkenny as well as their needs, challenges 

and resources. 

The information you give us will be held confidentially and will not be used on a personal basis. I am the 

outreach worker for your area so please feel free to contact me about this study. 
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Excel Spread-sheet for data collection: 

Power Point poster: 
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	Data on Traveller families currently living in various locations throughout County Kilkenny was gathered throughlocalworkbytheOutreach workersandatteammeetings.Personaldatawhich would identifyfamilies wasnotrecordedonthedatasheetsbutinsteadacodingnumberwasused.Onthisbasisfamiliesweremore forthcomingwith informationabouttheirfamilysize,agesand related informatione.g.livingconditions. 
	CollectingdataoneveryTravellerfamilylivinginKilkennywasnotpossiblebutasignificantnumberoffamilies wereidentified i.e.80%ofofficial figures.Thisdataand analysisisgiveninchapters4and 5.Thisworkismostly qualitative, as it captures information as Travellers wish to provide it and in how they perceive their circumstances.Whereinformationwasnotmadeavailableoriscategoriseddifferently,thisisexplainedineach section. 
	Detailedinformationwasnotcapturedforonekeylocationi.e.Ferrybank/Piltownarea.Thisisinpartdueto the fact that there is no Outreach worker dedicated to this area and therefore relationships and direct communicationwithTravellersandTravellerfamiliesisunder-developed.Thisweaknessinthedatacollection formspartoftherecommendationsinrelationtofutureplanningand work. 
	6 
	3.BACKGROUND INFORMATIONABOUT TRAVELLERS 
	ThischapterprovidesabriefoverviewofotherpiecesofkeyresearchwhicharerelevanttoTravellerlifein Ireland.Thesereportsareavailableseparatelyand arereferenced atthebackofthisreport. 
	ThecontextofTravellerlifeinIrelandisimportantandmanyoftheissuesidentifiedtwentyyearsagocontinue toperpetuateTravellerlifetoday,notleastformanyTravellerslivinginCountyKilkenny.Belowarekeyfindings thatrelatetoTravellerslivinginIreland ascaptured inthesepiecesofresearch: 
	3.1 All Ireland Traveller HealthStudy (AITHS) 
	3.1 All Ireland Traveller HealthStudy (AITHS) 
	Thispieceofresearchtitledthe“All-IrelandTravellerHealthStudy”wasco-ordinatedbyUCDand carried out during 2010, working in partnership with Traveller peer-researchers throughout all locationsinIreland–NorthandSouth.CommunityConsultantsactedasasupporttothisprocessin theCork-Kerryregion. 
	ThisresearchtakesasitsguidancethesocialdeterminantsofhealthasdefinedbytheWorldHealth Organisationin2002.ThekeyfindingsfromtheAITHSareasfollows: ➢ Travellerlifeexpectancyremainsatlevelslastexperiencedbythegeneralpopulationin1941.A Travellerboycanexpecttoliveto61years(77inthegeneralpopulation)andaTravellergirlto70 years(82inthegeneral population). ➢ ATravellerbabyborninIrelandisalmost5timesmorelikelytodiethanababyborntothe general population. ➢ HeartDisease/Stroke:amaleTravelleris3.5timesandafemaleTravelleris
	7 
	➢ 9outofevery10TravellerchildreninIrelandhadahealthproblem;asthma,chestinfections, poorhearing,challengingbehaviour,etc. ➢ 55%ofadultTravellerssmokecompared toanationalaverageof29%.Highconsumptionlevels ofalcoholanddrugsarebothissuesofconcernforTravellerfamilies–seeinformationgatheredfrom publicconsultationmeetingonpage12. ➢ 42%offamiliesfeltdiscriminated against. 
	➢ 
	➢ 
	➢ 
	1in3Travellerscannotread orfill outforms ➢ LastCSOfiguresshow unemploymentforTravellersat75%compared tonational averageof9% (higherin2013forboth groupings) 

	➢ 
	➢ 
	Livingconditionsaregenerallyverypoorforthoselivingonsites,intrailersormobilehomes. ThesefindingsrelatetoTravellerslivinginKilkennyasmuch aselsewhereinIreland. 


	3.2 Travelling in Austerity Thisreportwrittenin2013byBrianHarveyandcommissioned byPaveePointhighlightsthefollowing keyfindingsinrelationtoausteritycutsaffectingtheTravellercommunityinparticular.Sincelate 2008,therehasbeenadramaticdisinvestmentbythestateintheTravellercommunity,listedas follows: 
	State funded programmes for Travellers Budget 
	State funded programmes for Travellers Budget 

	InteragencyActivities--100% TravellerEducation--86.6% TravellerAccommodation--85% Equality--76.3% NationalTravellerorganisations--63.6% FÁSSpecialInitiativeforTravellers--60% NationalTravellerPartnership --32.1% TravellerSPYyouth projects--29.8% Health – -5.4%
	1 
	1 
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	Other Programmes of importance to Travellers Budget 
	Other Programmes of importance to Travellers Budget 

	EqualityandRightsagencies--69% Local & CommunityDevelopmentProgramme--42.3% InitiativesagainstDrugs--32.5% 
	Combiningthesecut-backs,theeffectsontheTravellercommunityisdrasticandahugeset-backin termsofcommunitydevelopmentandTravellerdevelopment. 
	3.3 Kilkenny Traveller Community Movementstrategic plan KTCMdevelopeditsthreeyearstrategicplanin2012titled“Towards2020”.Thisplanfocusesonkey areasofconcerntoKilkennyTravellersincluding:CommunityHealthCare;After-Schools;Community DevelopmentandSt.Catherine’s.Therearedetailedactionsrelatingtoeachofthesekeyareasof workcontained intheKTCMstrategicplan.TheseareasremainapriorityforKilkennyTravellers. 
	2
	2


	Thisstrategicplanisrobust,costed andfocused.Atthetimeofitsdevelopment,itwasrecommended thatastrategicmanagerwasrequiredtooverseeahigherlevelofintegratedgovernance,ensurethe provisionofoperationalsupporttothevariousco-ordinatorsanddevelopastrongerlinktoTraveller workatnationallevel.Fundingforthispostisstillnotinplace.Withoutsucharesource,integrated planningand respondingtotheneedsidentified inthisplanremainsconstrainedand limited. 
	All publicservicesarerequired tofocusonTravellerneeds,butserviceprovidersand Travellersneed a strong,independentTravellerorganisationtoexistandengagewithifrealandsubstantialprogressis tobemadeinanintegrated manneracrossallareasofwork. 
	Re-developmentofSt.Catherine’sHaltingSite. 
	9 
	Alltheabovereports,includingthisreportbasedontheexperiencesofTravellers livinginCountyKilkennyidentifythehighlevelofdiscriminationthatTravellersfaceeverydayin manyaspectsoftheirlives,e.g.intheareaofemployment,sportsandrecreationandaccessingdaily servicesincludingshopping.Thismustbeapriorityconsiderationforallorganisationsinanyfuture workwithTravellers,inadditiontoconsideringindetailalltheotherpriorityareasidentifiedinthis report. 
	Discrimination:

	Thedataandanalysisprovidedonpages10to33aboutTravellerslivinginKilkennyCountyfollows similartrendstothatidentifiedinnationalreports.TravellersinKilkennyandelsewherearebehind the general population in all quality of life measures, i.e. accommodation, living conditions, education,health,employmentandsocialintegration.Thisreportlocalisestheinformationsothat serviceprovidersandorganisationswhoworkwithTravellersmaydosowithadditionalfocusand closertargetingoftheirwork. 
	Travellersregularlyengageinconsultationmeetings,identifytheirneeds,participateinresponses andpatientlywaitforimprovements.Theexperienceofthisresearchprocesshighlightsthatthe Travellerswhoparticipatedinthisstudyarewillingtoengageinresponses,takeonleadershiproles andworklocallywithawiderangeofstakeholders.Thisisanopportunityforallorganisations concerned with equalitytoengageand makeprogressinpartnership with Travellers. 
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	4.DATACOLLECTION 
	AccordingtotheannualcountofTravellerfamiliesinNovember2012(KilkennyCountyCouncil)theTraveller populationinKilkennywasestimatedat177families.Forthepurposesofthisstudy,gatheringdataonall TravellerfamilieslivinginKilkennywasnotpossibleforavarietyofreasons,e.g.notallfamilieswishedtobe identifiedasTravellers,somedidnotwanttoparticipateandotherscouldnotbelocatedorcontacted. However,datawascapturedfor142familiesi.e.80%,whichprovidesasnapshotinMay2013forthisgroup ofTravellerfamilieslivinginKilkenny. 
	Itisalsogenerallyacceptedbymanystudieson/withTravellers,thatthecountingofTravellerfamiliesis under-reported,foravarietyofreasonsincludingnon-participationandnon-self-identification. 
	4.1. County Kilkenny Traveller Population 
	Informationabout142TravellerfamilieslivinginCountyKilkennywascapturedaspartofthisprofile work.Thisincludesimportantinformationon493individualTravellersfromage1monthtosome Travellersaged intheir80s.Keydatarelatingtothesefamiliesisasfollows: 
	Population Data Numbers Numberoffamiliesidentified inthisstudy 142 NumberofindividualTravellersincluded withinthesefamilies 493 AsapercentageofTravellerheadcountKilkennyCountyCouncil 2012 80% 
	11 
	Figure
	NUMBEROF INDIVIDUAL TRAVELLERS INCLUDED WITHIN THESE FAMILIES 493 
	4.2. Main Locations for Traveller Familiesidentified in this study 
	Area No of families % KilkennyCityAreas 35 25.5 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	19 13 12 8.5 21 15 14 10 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Callan8;Thomastown6;Castlecomer5 19 13 Otherrural areas:Bennettsbridge;Gowran,Kells,Paulstown,Graiguenamanagh 13 9 Ferrybank/Piltown(underreported asfiguresnotavailable/provided) 9 6 Total 142 100 
	Hebron Wetlands Rosbercon Urlingford includingBallyragget 
	12 
	4.2.1. Study population 
	Figure
	13 
	Dataabout142familieswascapturedaspartofthisstudy.However,for36familiesonlybaseline informationwascaptured,i.e.name,locationofresidence,accommodationtypeandagerange.27of thesefamiliesliveinlocalauthority/privaterentedaccommodationacrossKilkennycity.18(67%)of theseareintheir20’s;4intheir30s;4intheir50sand1intheir70s.Theremaining9familiesliveinthe Ferrybank/Piltownareaandconsistof17adultswith 27childrenbetweenthem. Whiledetailedinformationwasnotcapturedabouteverysinglefamily,itwouldbereasonableto extrapolateth
	Population data Numbers 
	Female 112 48% 122 52% 117 54% 
	Number of families in this study 142 Numberoffamilieswherealldatawascaptured 106 Numberoffamilieswherealldatawasnotcaptured/madeavailable 36 Total number of Travellers included in the data analysis 449 Gender Total NumberofAdultsover18 234 Totalnumberofchildren 215 98 46% Gender Total % Male Female Age1mth-4years 73 34% 35 30% 38 39% Age5-12years 98 46% 59 50% 39 40% Age13-15years 26 12% 14 12% 12 12% Age16-17years 18 8% 9 8% 9 9% Total 215 
	Male 
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	Figure
	For the 234 adults over 18 Total % 18–29/under30 49.5% 30–39/under40 51 22% 40–49/under50 30 13% 50–59/under60 7 3% 60–80 10 4.5% Notknown 20 8% 
	1163 

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Thesefiguresrelatetothe103householdswheredetailswerecapturedandincludesthree householdswheretherearetwofamilieslivinginthesameaccommodationspace(total 
	106).Themajorityoffamiliesconsistoftwoadultspluschildren. 
	Household/Family Size 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Link
	Figure

	Figure
	No % 
	Twoadultswith 0childrenTwoadultswith 1-2children 
	4 

	Twoadultswith 3-4children Twoadultswith 5-6children 
	Twoadultswith morethan6children Singleparentswith up to7children 
	Total 
	35 34% 29 28% 14 13.5% 8 7% 7 6% 10 9.5% 103 100% 
	3 20oftheseareunderage20. 4 This relates mostlytoTravellers intheirearlytwenties orthosethatareretired. 
	15 
	4.3. Accomodation 
	Therewere130householdsidentifiedinthisstudycontaining133families.Thefollowingisthetypeof accommodationlived in: 
	Type of accomodation No % Standard builthouseincludinglocal authorityrented 76 58.5% Mobilehome/trailer/caravan 28 21.5% Privaterented 25 19% Don'tknow 1 1% Total 130 100% 
	Figure
	16 
	1 Cuts tothesebudgets commencedpriorto2008. 
	1 Cuts tothesebudgets commencedpriorto2008. 

	4.4. Unemployment 
	4.4. Unemployment 
	ThiswasatopicthatsomeTravellerswerelessforthcomingabout,particularlythemen.However,as canbeseenbelowTravellersdiddescribetheiremploymentstatus,inadditiontoitbeingcitedasa majorareaofconcernatpublicmeetings,specificallybyfemaleparentswhowereconcernedabout thefuturefortheirchildren.Fromlocalknowledge,itisunderstoodanecdotallythattheprimary ‘supplementary’occupationsforTravellerslivingthroughoutKilkennyrevolvearound:horsetrading, surfacing driveways/roads, tree and hedge cutting, pvc guttering, markets/car-boo
	Number of adults over 18 234 % Unemployed orJob SeekersAllowance,LoneParentsAllowance 207 88.5% Workinge.g.communityworkeroronascheme,e.g.FÁS 18 7.5% Retired 3 1.5% Disabled 6 2.5% 17 
	4.5. Local Amenities 
	Travellersidentified keyamenitiesofimportancetothem: 
	Figure
	Figure
	Kilkenny Hebron 
	Rosbercon 
	Figure
	Kilkenny including St Catherine's (Wetlands) 
	Urlingford 
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	KTCM, local shops, Aldi, community halls, primary school, access to the Watershed sportscomplexandboxing. 
	▶ 
	▶ 
	▶ 
	▶ 
	Nolocalhealth centre,after-schoolsoryouth services–acrosstown. 

	Creche,shopsandlargesupermarket.Fr.McGrathcentrewithcommunityhall . Patrick’sprimaryschool mainschool accessed. 
	andyouthservices,accesstotheWatershedsportscomplexandboxing.St


	▶ 
	▶ 
	School transportto/fromthesitehasceased. 


	Figure
	Figure
	Schools,onlysmallshopsandgarage,parishhall,footballpitch,runningtrack, andafter-schools.Accessacrosstowntoswimmingpool,Tesco,AldiandLidl butrequiretransport. 
	▶ Medical centreavailablebutonly1nurse. 
	Figure
	Schools, playschooland afterschool,avarietyoflocal shops. Sports:GAA, soccerandboxing,communityhall,healthcentreandbusestoKilkennyand Thurlesdaily. 
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	4.6. Public consultations 
	PublicconsultationswereheldinKilkenny(KTCM)andRosberconandallTravellerfamiliesinthe immediateandsurroundingareaswereinvitedandencouragedtoattend.Themeetingswerewidely advertisedbyallOutreachworkersandcommunityhealthworkers,bywordofmouthandleafleting (see appendix for sample poster). Two of the KTCM Outreach workers facilitated separate public meetings.Travellermenandwomenattended both meetings,wereveryengaged andparticipative.The feedbackbelow istakendirectlyfromwhatwassaidatthemeetingsandisfromaTravellerpe
	4.6.1. TravellersfromallpartsofKilkennyincludingUrlingfordandThomastownwereinvitedtothe Kilkennymeeting.Therewasahighattendance(approximately30families)atthismeetingasit includedTravellersfromseveralareas–whoalsorepresentedtheirextendedfamilies.Theirkey concernsarelisted undereach topicbelow: Education: 
	Kilkenny meeting 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Thecostofschoolingwasseenasveryhigh,particularlythecostofuniformsandschoolbooks for large families. Similarly, extra activities in school are too expensive for most Traveller families. 

	• 
	• 
	Somestudentsneedassistancewithhomework,butparentsfeelitneedstobeprovidedafter school intheschool,wheretheenvironmentismorestructured. 

	• 
	• 
	Manyteachershavea“goodattitudetoTravellers”butmostdonotunderstandorknowabout Travellerculture. 

	• 
	• 
	“SomeTravellersarestillleavingschoolnotbeingabletoreadorwriteafterallthoseyearsin secondaryschool” resultinginsomeparentswondered whygoatall? 

	• 
	• 
	Mostschoolsaregoodplacesforourchildrenmixingwithothers(settledandTraveller)e.g. JohnofGod. 

	• 
	• 
	Adultswouldlikemorecoursesintheevenings.Menwouldlikemoreaccesstosportsclubsand aprojectfortheirhorses. 

	• 
	• 
	Schooltransport has ceasedfor students from St. Catherine’smaking access schools very difficultforsomefamilies. 
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	Youth: 
	• “Thereisnothingtodowhen“thekidsleaveschool,theyneedrealjobs,realactivitiesand youth clubsfor16-18yearolds”. 
	Health: 
	TheTravellerpublichealthnurseis“badlymissed”byallfamiliesbutespeciallythosewhohaveno transport.FamiliesinCastlecomerhavetotraveltoKilkennyforallhealthservices,includingone family who goes regularly to their GP. The following health conditions were identified and experienced byfamiliesinorderofpriority: 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	Mental Health matterse.g.depression/nerves,etc. 

	2. 
	2. 
	Chest infections, including lung problems – particular for those living in a mobile home/caravan 

	3. 
	3. 
	Asthma–acrossgenerations 

	4. 
	4. 
	Heartailments,includingblood pressure 

	5. 
	5. 
	Diabetesinparticular 

	6. 
	6. 
	Stomachproblems,alongwitheye,earandskinproblemswereidentifiedbutfurtherdown thelist. 


	MostTravellersinattendancewereonmedicationincludinganti-bioticsandallchildrenattended theGPregularly.ThoseinattendanceindicatedthatthiswasthecaseforotherTravellerfamilies they knew also. (This information was elicited through ashow of hands to specific focused questions). 
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	Accommodation: 
	• Forfamilieslivingonthesite(St.Catherine’s)electricityiscutoffregularly,toiletsandshowers are outside and the place is badly run down. Most caravans have no running water, no shower/toiletinside,nowashingmachineordryereventhoughtheyhavelargefamilies–many livingalongsideeach other.Caravansgenerallyareverydamp. 
	5
	5


	• 
	• 
	• 
	SomehousesinHebronareverycold inwinterasinsulationisverypoor. 

	• 
	• 
	Thereisnoplayareaorrampstoslowdowntrafficinmanyareas–despitemanychildrenliving inonesmall area. 

	• 
	• 
	Grouphousingisonamainroadwhichisverybusy.Onewomantalkedabouttherebeingno gatesattheend oftheroad oppositeEurospar,wheremanychildrenplay. 


	Discrimination: 
	AlmostalloftheTravellerswhoattended theKilkennymeetingtalked aboutand gavemanyspecific examplesofthediscriminationtheyface,e.g.tryingtobookahotel foracommunion,beingrefused byseveralhotelsandhavingtogotoTipperarytowninstead.Mostfamilieshavetogoelsewhere, awayfromKilkennyforweddings.NightclubsdonotallowyoungTravellersin.Therewereseveral examplesofTravellersbeingblamedforincidentswhentheywerenotpresent–“we’reallpainted withthesamebrush”.Travellersgavemanyexamplesofwheretheyhavebeenrefused foodatlocal hotelsor
	This wouldappeartobewhenbills arenotpaid. 
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	4.6.2. 
	Rosbercon meeting 

	TravellersfromRosbercon,PilltownandFerrybankwereinvitedtoattendthemeeting.Notmany attendedbutthosethatdidcouldprovideinformationaboutotherfamilieslivingintheseareas– representingapproximately20families.Theirkeyconcernslisted undermaintopicheadingswere: 
	6
	6


	Education: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Transporttothelocalschoolhasceased.MostTravellerslivinginRosberconareagooddistance fromtheschool,livinginaruralareaonaverybusyroadwithnofootpaths.Travellerparents’ experienceofprimaryschoolisverypositivebutthisisnotthecasewiththesecondaryschool staff.SomeTravellerscan’tgettomeetwith school staffdespitemanyrequests. 

	• 
	• 
	“ItisdifficulttokeepyoungTravellersinschoolafterjuniorcert–theydon’tseeanypointin going”. 

	• 
	• 
	Many Travellers want more adult education courses. The women in particular, based on previouspositiveexperiences,wouldlikemorecoursesandprogrammes.Theysaidthatthey learnalot,itbuildstheirconfidenceandthishelpsthemrelatewelltotheirchildrenalso.The menwould likehorseprogrammes,e.g.farrierclassesand fitnessclassesforthemselves. 


	• Weneedapre-school inthearea–therearecurrently10childrenwaitingtogotoschool. 
	Youth: 
	• MostyoungTravellerswillgotoYouthreach,buttherearefewoptionsafterthat,especiallyfor 15–20yearolds.Travellers“badlyneed”work-experienceandwork-placementsthatincludes trades. 
	NoOutreachworkerinthis areasocontactwithTravellers is verylimited. 
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	Health: 
	Thefamilies“badlymiss”theTravellerPublicHealthNursewhousedtocalltothem.Thereareat least8olderTravellerswhoneedattentionandnoonecallstoseethem.Thefollowinghealth conditionswereidentified andexperienced byfamiliesinorderofpriority: 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	Heartailments,includingblood pressure 

	2. 
	2. 
	Chestinfections,includinglungproblems–particularlyforthoselivinginamobilehome. 

	3. 
	3. 
	Asthma 

	4. 
	4. 
	Stomach problemsincludingulcers 


	5. Kidneyinfections. All childrenattended theGPregularlyandmanyhad takenanti-bioticsoften. 
	Accommodation: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	InRosbercon,thereismixtureofhousesandmobilehomesalongsideeachother.Somemobile homeshavetheirownelectricity,butmosthavenoelectricity,norunningwaterortoilets. Thereisnopropersewagesysteminplace. 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Travellersliveonaverybusyroadnearacrossroadswithnofootpaths,lightsorrampstoslow trafficdown. 

	• Onefamilytalkedaboutbeingonthewaitinglistfor18yearsandstilllivinginatwo-bedroom mobilehomewith teenagegirlsandboyswhich istotallyunsuitable. 

	• 
	• 
	Oneoldercouplewaslivinginrentedaccommodationwiththeirsonwhohasspecialneeds. Heatingisverypoorand nooneevercallstothem. 


	Social: 
	TheTravellerslivinginthisareafeel theyarewell integrated intotheirlocal areaandallmixsocially withtheirneighbours,especiallytheirchildren.Theyhaveaccesstothelocalcommunitycentre andtoalleventsorganisedtherebythemselvesandothers.Theywouldliketoseeaplayareafor teenagers,e.g.aMUGA(Multi-UseGamesArea)alongsidethecommunitycentreforalltouse.The maindifficultyisfortheMen’sgroup gainingaccesstothegymorthesportscentre. 
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	4.6.3. General comments 
	Travellers,butparticularlyTravellermenwerereluctanttoprovideinformationinrelationtotwo topicsbeingexplored.Thisincluded:(1)informationabouthorseownershiporhousing/locationof horses,(2)occupationsengagedin,whichareeconomicallyviablebutarepartofthe‘blackmarket’ economy.Itisunderstandablethatthesetopicsaresensitive,butgatheringinformationmayhelp to formulateappropriatepolicywhichsupportandacknowledgeculturaltraditionsandassistwith legitimisingkeyrolesforTravellermen.However,‘real’trustwouldneedtobebuiltwithTra
	Inrelationtolawandorder,manyTravellerwomenandmenandparticularlyyoungmen,have developedagoodrelationshipwithlocalGardaí.Thisishelpingtobuildtrustandconfidenceinthe serviceforall. 
	All Travellers who participated in the public meetings are interested in Traveller community developmentand indevelopingresponsesthataresuitablefortheircommunity. 
	Figure
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	5.DATAANALYSIS 
	InadditiontocollectingcoredataaboutTravellerfamilieslivinginCountyKilkenny,keyinformationabout Travellerlife,e.g.health,education,travel,wasalsocapturedatpublicconsultationmeetings,whichwere chairedandfacilitatedbyKTCM TravellerOutreachWorkers. 
	Thesemeetingsincludedopendiscussiononkeytopicsandself-identificationofbarrierstofullattainmentof theserightsforTravellers.EachofthediscussionsrelatedprimarilytothelocalareasinwhichTravellerslive andincludedextendedfamilieslivinginthoseareasbutwhodidnotattendmeetings.Inrelationtothe discussiononhealth,thosewhoattended ticked wallchartsrelatingtogeneralhealth and well-being,including thesocialdeterminantsofhealth,asadvocatedbytheWorldHealthOrganisation(2002)andadoptedbythe AITH(2010). Below isasummaryofthemai

	5.1. Education 
	5.1. Education 
	Thereare215childrenundertheageof17inthisstudy.34%(73)of themarebetweentheagesof1mthand4yearsand46%(98)are betweentheageof5and12.
	Atotalof80%(171)areundertheageof 12,which isasignificantnumberofchildren. 

	“Some Travellersare stillleavingschoolnot beingable to reador write afterallthose yearsinschool”. 
	Thisfigureisallthemoreinterestingwhenitsitsalongsidethefactthatalmost50%oftheadults(most ofwhomareparents)areundertheageof30,withmanyundertheageof20.Seecommentbelow underadultsupports. 
	Education was identified as the key area of concern for Travellers living throughout Kilkenny. Concernsrangedfromtherebeingnopre-schoolinRosberconandapoorrelationshipwithsecondary schoolteachers,tomanyTravellersstillleavingschoolwithoutbeingabletoreadandwriteandthere notbeingenough supportforhomeworkatschool. 
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	Whilemostorganisationsandindividualswouldacknowledgetheimportantrolethateducationplays inaddressinginequalitiesandimprovingpositivelifeoutcomes,educationalsupportstoTravellers havebeencutby86.6%nationally. 
	• Allschoolsshouldbewillingandbeencouragedtobepro-activeaboutmeetingwithTraveller parentstodiscusstheirchildren'sprogressandaddressinganybarriersthatparentsorschools arefacing. • A strategy in relation to providing intensivesupports and monitoring of literacy levels, in relationtoTravellerchildrenshouldbeconsidered.Thisworkshouldbedesignedandpiloted collaborativelywith Travellerparentsand Travellerprojectsinkeylocations. • AllTravellerchildrenshouldhaveaccesstohomeworkclubseitherinschooloratcommunity projec
	5.2. Children & Youth services Whilemostchildrenareengagedinpre-schoolservices,thereisnofacilityinRosberconandmany familiesinKilkenny(Hebronarea)donotparticipateinearlyyears’services.Whenqueryingwhythis wasthiswasthesituationinHebron,afewTravellersfeltthattheycouldnotgettheirchildreninto someofthepre-schoolsandinmostcases,Travellerparentsdidnotknowofsuchservicesbeing available. 
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	ThebiggestconcernforTravellerswasfortheiryoungpeoplefromaged 16onwards.Whilethenumbers inthiscategoryinthisstudyarenothigh,thenumberscomingintothisgroupinginthecomingfive-ten yearswillbesubstantial.Themainconcernsranged from: 
	Thehighlevelsofunemployment88.5%,experiencedbyTravellersacrossallagesisdeeplyconcerning. Itworriesparentsthattheirchildrenhaveveryfew positiverolemodelsorfutureopportunitiestoaspire to. 
	Asparentsperceiveit,youngTravellersarenotengagingin‘real’ work-placementexperience,gainingvaluabletradeskillsorseeing optionsforthemselvesandthereislittleforyoungTravellerstodo oncetheyleaveschool. 
	Travellers“badly needrealwork-experience andwork-placements”that includestrades. 
	These persistent circumstances lead to poor self-esteem, poor economic independence, poor perceptionofoptions/opportunitiesandultimatelypoorgeneral and mental health. 
	Figure
	Recommendations –Children&Youth 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Afeasibilitystudyinrelationtothesettingupofapre-schoolinRosberconshouldbecarried out. 

	• 
	• 
	Travellerchildrennotaccessingpre-schoolinKilkenny(andotherareas)shouldbetargetedfor inclusionasajointinitiativebetweenKTCM and CKCCC. 

	• 
	• 
	Youth servicesandyouthemploymentservicesshouldbeengagingwithTravellerorganisations around theprovisionof'real'opportunitiesthatrelatetoTravellercultureand possibilities.This should beincluded inalargermoretargeted employmentstrategyforTravellers.Seepage31. 


	Figure
	Figure
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	5.3. Health 
	5.3. Health 
	whoparticipatedandprovidedinformationinthisstudyidentifiedpersonallywiththe health problemslisted earlier.Almostallfamilymemberssufferfromarangeofill-health,fromchildren rightthroughtoolderadults.Medicationforfamilymembersisacommonfeatureasareregularvisits totheGP. 
	AllTravellers

	TherangeoftopillnessesidentifiedbyTravellerswere:heartconditionsincludingdiabetes,blood pressureandstroke,respiratoryrelatedillnessesincludingasthma,whichwasaparticularfeatureof thoselivinginmobilehomes/caravans,andfinallystomachrelated problems. 
	Whilementalhealthwasnotidentifiedbysomegroups,itwasidentifiedasatopprioritybyTravellers livinginKilkenny.TheAITHSwould identifymental health asapriorityforTravellers. 
	Healthproblemsaremuchmoreacuteforfamilieslivinginhaltingsites,particularlythoselivingin trailers/caravans.Manyofthesehomesaredamp,notfullyfunctional,i.e.noinsidetoiletfacilities,no runningwaterorelectricityand theiroutsideenvironmentisverypoor,e.g.St.Catherine’s. 
	referredtothelossandimpactofnothavingaTravellerPublicHealthNursingService. ClearlythisservicewashighlyvaluedbyTravellers.Thelackofthisservicewasparticularlyacutefor ruralTravellers,thosewithouttransportandelderlyTravellers.OtherTravellersreported thatalmostall oftheseTravellersarenow withoutaservice. 
	AllTravellers

	TheAllIrelandTravellerHealthStudygivessignificantdetailaboutthehealthstatusoftheTraveller populationinIreland.TravellerslivinginKilkennyconformtoalargeextenttothesesamepatterns. Therefore,targetedlocal,regionalandnationalresponsesdesignedandimplementedinpartnership with Travellersarerequired tobringaboutpositivechange. 
	28 
	• There is an existing Traveller health project focused on the health concerns of Travellers. Perhapsfocusingonspecificinitiativesinlocalarease.g.Rosbercon,Urlingford,Ferrybank, targetedatspecificgroupsoffamilieswithkeyconcernsmayyieldmorerobustcollaborative responses. • TheremovaloftheTravellerpublichealthnurseisanotableandsignificantlossforTravellers. KeyconcernsaroundolderTravellersinparticularneedtobeaddressedbytheHSE/THUand giventhehighnumberofchildrenwithconsistentailments-aTravellerpublichealthstrate
	5.4. Accomodation Whilemostpeopleliveinstandardhouses,21.5%liveinnon-standard(mobilehome/trailer/caravan) accommodation.Thisisahighnumbercomparedto18.2%nationally.Asmentionedalready,thistype ofaccommodationleadstoamuch higherriskofpoorhealth asisevidenced inthisand otherreports. 
	Inaddition, most sites/areas where there are mobile homes, caravans or trailers are very poorly serviced,i.e.formanythereisnoelectricity,norunningwater,andtoilet/shower/washingfacilitiesare outside.Manyhavenowashingmachineordryerdespiteraisinglargefamilies. 
	Inaddition,theexternalenvironmentofthosesitesisverypoorincludingpoorsanitation,poorsewage and water drainage systems. These are all well-known high risk factors to poor health/ill-health, resultingin ahighernumber ofdaysoutsick, higher medical costsand absencefromworkand education. 
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	5.5. Facilitiesand Infrastructure Most areas where Travellers live have essential facilities such as shops, schools and access to communityfacilities.Howevertherearenotableexceptions: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	FamiliesinRosberconhavenopublictransporttoschoolsormedicalcentreandtheareathey liveinhaspoorroad safety. 

	• 
	• 
	Menhavedifficultyaccessingsportscomplexesingeneral butparticularlyRosbercon. 

	• 
	• 
	Manyareas(otherthanUrlingford)donothaveadequateaccesstohealthclinicsorpublic health nursing. 

	• 
	• 
	St.Catherine'shasbeenlistedasapriorityareaforre-developmentforthepastnumberof years.Asthisre-developmentplanhasbeencutbackanddelayednumeroustimes,Travellers havebecomecynicalaboutanythinghappening.Clearcommunicationisneededaboutplans (ornot)anddatesifworkisgongahead.TrustneedstoberestoredbetweenKilkennyCounty Councilandfamilieslivinginthissite.Thesitesimilartoothersinthecountyisinverypoor condition. 

	• 
	• 
	KilkennyCountyCouncilshould prioritisetheconditionsofallhaltingsitesand inparticularthe needsoffamilieslivingintrailers/caravans,wherevertheyarelocated. 

	• 
	• 
	Future housing needs, particularly for potential new families should be anticipated and evaluatedearly.Fromthisdataalone,itcanbeanticipatedthattherewillbeasignificant increaseinnew familiesinthecomingyears. 

	• 
	• 
	RoadsafetyinRosberconneedstobeexaminedandevaluatedwithaviewtorespondingover time. 


	Recommendations –AccomodationandInfrastructure 
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	5.6. Unemployment and Community Development 
	5.6. Unemployment and Community Development 
	ThebiggestconcernforadultTravellers,especiallythosewhowereparents,wasunemployment.They wanted‘real’opportunitiesfortheirchildrenandadulteducationprogrammesforthemselves,which theyacknowledged buildsskillsand confidencewithintheirowncommunity. 
	Unemploymentstandsat88.5%,averyhighfigureforonegroupingofpeople.Whileemployment figuresareverylow,theyareimprovingandworkingTravellersprovidepositivefeed-backandrole modelsforthewholecommunity.Inaddition,Travellerworkersbuildlinkswiththesettledcommunity and with serviceproviders.Travellerworkersworkingwith serviceprovidersbuild trustwithintheirown communityandraiseawarenessandknowledgeforworkers/professionalswithinserviceorganisations. 
	Asthedatashows,obtainingspecificdetailsinrelationtooccupationswasdifficulttoachievebut insightsweregainedintothepreferencesandsupplementaryoccupationsofTravellers.Thisdata alongsideaneconomicanalysisofthefutureneedsofthelocaleconomyneedstobeanalysedfurther inordertodevelopanappropriateemploymentstrategywhichwouldincludespecificandculturally acceptablepathwaysforTravellers. 
	CommunityDevelopmentiswellknownmethodandapproachtoworkingdirectlywithdisadvantaged communitiesacrossmanyissueswhichrequireattention.Ascanbeseeninthisstudy,Travellersin thoseareaswithfocusedTravellercommunitydevelopmentinitiativesandinclusione.g.Kilkenny, Urlingford and Rosbercon fare better. All areas require focused Traveller community development/inclusion,andthisisparticularlytruefortheFerrybank/Piltownarea,whichcurrently doesnothaveadedicated TravellerOutreach workerallocated toit. 
	FamilySupport:thisstudyisdominatedbyyoungadultsmanyofwhomareparents.Almost10%are loneparentsandboththesefeaturesneedtobetakenintoaccountbyserviceswhenplanninge.g. futurehousingneeds,childcare,entryintoeducationandparental supports. 
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	Recommendations –Unemployment&Communitydevelopment 
	Figure
	• 
	• 
	• 
	AllkeylocationsshouldhaveaTravellerOutreachworkernominatedforeachareaincluding Ferrybank/Piltownarea-thiscouldbedeveloped inpartnershipwith Waterfordcity.Thiswould buildconfidenceinTravellerworkersandwithintheTravellercommunityinaddressingissues collectively. 

	• 
	• 
	The Kilkenny Traveller Interagency Group (KTIG), possibly led by CKLP, could consider developingarobuststrategytorespondtoTravellerunemployment.Thismustincludeyoung Travellersaround skillsdevelopment,workplacementand alternativeoccupations. 

	• 
	• 
	More Travellersneedtobeemployed and engaged in work,includingvariouscommunity developmentrolesfromchildcaretohealthtoyouth work.Thesearetheworkersthatwill build bridgesbetweenservicesandTravellers,educatingandprovidingskillsandknowledgeinboth directions.Ideally,communityworkersshouldbebasedinandlinkedtoalllocationswhere Travellerslive.Theseworkerscanbuildrelationshipswithallservicesbutwillrequireon-going supportand training(viaKTCM)todosoeffectively. 

	• 
	• 
	ThestrengtheningandcontinueddevelopmentofKTCMisessentialtoTravellercommunity developmentand otherorganisationswhowish toenhancetheirengagementwith theTraveller community. 

	• 
	• 
	Therearemanyyoungparentswithyoungchildren,withalargeincreasepredictedforthe comingyears.Coursesaimed atyoungparentsshould bedesigned anddelivered locally. 
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	5.7. Discrimination & trust 
	5.7. Discrimination & trust 
	AllTravellers who participated in this study talked about the high levels of discrimination they face on adaily basis. Travellers gave specificexamplesrangingfrom:attemptingtogetlunchbutbeing refused, being refused hotel bookings for various events including gyms,youngpeoplebeingrefusedadmissiontonightclubsandin generalbeingwatchedandfollowedaroundwheninsupermarketsor inclothingstores.Thisisatoughenvironmenttobelivinginonadaily basis.Itiswearing,stressful and onlyfeedsbacknegativity. 
	“Eyesare always watchingyouand followingyou... youare neverleft alone” 
	Overthepastfewyears,particularlywiththenewprogrammeofworkwiththeKTCMandtheKTIG, improvementshavebeenachieved.Therearebetterrelationshipsnowbetweensomeservicesandthe Travellercommunity,i.e.somehealthservices,someschools,youthservices,Gardaí,localauthority anddevelopmentorganisations,e.g.CKLP.However,thereisroomforimprovement. 
	Inparticular,trustneedstobebuiltwithTravellermen.Travellermenholdsignificantpowerwithin theirowncommunityandfamiliesandcommunityworkisunder-developedwiththisgroup.Itwas primarilymenwhowithheldinformationinthisstudy,i.e.inrelationtohorses,occupationandthelaw, andthisisunderstandable.Workwithmeninothercountieshasnotbeeneasy,buttrustneedstobe builtwith thisgroupinginorderthattheyfeel included,valued andunderstood. 
	Figure
	Recommendations –Anti-racism work 
	• TheKTIGshouldconsiderananti-discrimination/anti-racismcampaignledbyalloftheservice providersthatparticipateintheKTIG.ThiscampaigncouldbeajointinitiativewithKTCM, KilkennyIntegrationForumand KilkennySportsandRecreationPartnership. 
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	6.CONCLUSION&SUMMARYOFRECOMMENDATIONS 
	6.1. Conclusion Thedataand analysisinthisreportisspecifictoKilkennyTravellers.Whilemanyoftheinsightsfollow nationaltrendsforTravellers,itsfocusonlocation,specificfamiliesandlocalknowledgeshould providegood informationforallserviceproviders,includingKTCM,tobuild upon. 
	Thereisnodoubtthatthereisverygooddataandusefulinformationinthisreportandthiswouldbe notbepossiblewithouttheexistenceandroleplayedbytheKTCM anditsworkers.Itwasapparentin thisstudythattheexistingworkershavevaluableskills,capacitiesandaccesstocommunitiesthat outsideprofessionalsandorganisationsdonothave.However,itwouldappearthattheexisting workersareunder-utilisedintheprovisionofthisexperience,skillsandinformation.Theroleofthe Outreachworkersshouldbeenhancedfurthersothattheirworkindevelopinggreaterlinksbetween
	Thereare20practicalrecommendationshighlightedbythisstudy,withmanygroupedunderkey developmentalheadings.TheserecommendationsshouldinformthedevelopmentofanewKTIG planwhichwillrespondtoTravellerneedsacrossallservicesinpartnershipwithKTCM.Eachservice areawill requirefurtherconsiderationbytheagencywith responsibilityforserviceprovision. 
	Whilethisstudydoesnotprovideallthedetailrequireditisaverypositivebeginningandcouldacta base-linestartingpointforallserviceprovidersandorganisations.Eachserviceprovidercouldtake thebaselinedataprovidedinthisreportandenhanceitfurtherbybeingspecifictotheirown profilingneedse.g.housingprojections,targetedhealthinitiatives,literacy,educationinitiatives, employment,etc.ThebaselinedatainthisstudycouldalsobeaddedtoovertimebytheKTCMasit buildslinksandinformationabouteachofitsconstituentcommunitiesandthefamilieswhore
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	6.2. Summary table listing all the recommendations 
	Education including Adult Education 
	Education including Adult Education 
	Education including Adult Education 
	1. Allschoolsshouldbewillingandbeencouragedtobepro-activeaboutmeeting withTravellerparentstodiscusstheirchildren'sprogressandaddressingany barriersthatparentsorschoolsarefacing. 2. Astrategyinrelationtoprovidingintensivesupportsandmonitoringofliteracy levels,inrelationtoTravellerchildrenshouldbeconsidered.Thisworkshouldbe designedandpilotedcollaborativelywithTravellerparentsandTravellerprojects inkeylocations. 3. AllTravellerchildrenshouldhaveaccesstohomeworkclubseitherinschoolorat communityprojects.Thesese

	TR
	used need tobecommunicated with parents,whointurnmayneed support. 4. Adult education is an integral part of community development and family support.Thereshouldbeon-goingprogrammesofferedineachkeylocationfor Travellers.Inparticular,theOutreach workerswhohaveundergonemuch training should also be supported to tutor and delivery workshops directly, perhaps providingacombinationofKTCMand externallyruncourses. 

	Children & Youth 
	Children & Youth 
	5. Afeasibilitystudyinrelationtothesettingup ofapre-schoolinRosberconshould becarried out. 6. Travellerchildrennotaccessingpre-schoolinKilkenny(andotherareas)should betargeted forinclusionasajointinitiativebetweenKTCMandCKCCC. 7. YouthservicesandyouthemploymentservicesshouldbeengagingwithTraveller organisationsaroundtheprovisionof'real'opportunitiesthatrelatetoTraveller culture and possibilities. This should be included in a larger more targeted employmentstrategyforTravellers.Seepage31 

	Health 
	Health 
	8. ThereisanexistingTravellerhealthprojectfocusedonthehealthconcernsof Travellers.Perhapsfocusingonspecificinitiativesinlocalarease.g.Rosbercon, Urlingford,Ferrybank,targetedatspecificgroupsoffamilieswithkeyconcerns mayyield morerobustcollaborativeresponses. 9. TheremovaloftheTravellerpublichealthnurseisanotableandsignificantloss for Travellers. Key concerns around older Travellers in particular need to be addressed bytheHSE/THU andgiventhehighnumberofchildrenwithconsistent ailments-aTravellerpublichealth s
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	Accomodation & Infrastructure 
	Accomodation & Infrastructure 
	Accomodation & Infrastructure 
	11.St.Catherine'shasbeenlistedasapriorityareaforre-developmentforthepast numberofyears.Asthisre-developmentplanhasbeencutbackanddelayed numerous times, Travellers have become cynical about anything happening. Clearcommunicationisneededaboutplans(ornot)anddatesifworkisgoing ahead.TrustneedstoberestoredbetweenKilkennyCountyCouncilandfamilies livinginthissite.Thesitesimilartoothersinthecountyisinverypoorcondition. 12.KilkennyCountyCouncilshouldprioritisetheconditionsofallhaltingsitesandin particular the needs 

	Unemployment & Community Development 
	Unemployment & Community Development 
	15.AllkeylocationsshouldhaveaTravellerOutreachworkernominatedforeach areaincludingFerrybank/Piltownarea-thiscouldbedevelopedinpartnership withWaterfordcity.ThiswouldbuildconfidenceinTravellerworkersandwithin theTravellercommunityinaddressingissuescollectively. 16.TheKilkennyTravellerInteragencyGroup(KTIG),possiblyledbyCKLP,could considerdevelopingarobuststrategytorespondtoTravellerunemployment. ThismustincludeyoungTravellersaroundskillsdevelopment,workplacement and alternativeoccupations. 17.MoreTravellersn

	Anti-racism work 
	Anti-racism work 
	20.TheKTIGshouldconsiderananti-discrimination/anti-racismcampaignledbyall oftheserviceprovidersthatparticipateintheKTIG.Thiscampaigncouldbea jointinitiativewithKTCM,KilkennyIntegrationForumandKilkennySportsand RecreationPartnership. 
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	APPENDICES –TEMPLATES USED TOCARRYOUT THEWORK 
	Figure
	KTCMalongwithotheragenciesarecommittedtoundertakingaprofileofTravellerfamilieslivinginKilkenny Cityand County. TheaimoftheCommunityprofileisto: 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	Gatheruseful informationinrelationtotheTravellerCommunityinKilkennye.g.ages,livingconditions, etc., 

	2. 
	2. 
	ThisinformationwillbeusedtoassistpublicservicestoplanaheadtomeetTraveller’sneedsandfor thefuturedevelopmentoftheKTCMe.g.housing,health,children. 

	3. 
	3. 
	GainabetterunderstandingoftheTravellercommunityinKilkennyaswellastheirneeds,challenges 


	and resources. Theinformationyougiveuswillbeheldconfidentiallyandwillnotbeusedonapersonalbasis.Iamthe outreach workerforyourareasopleasefeel freetocontactmeaboutthisstudy. 
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