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Minutes of Kilkenny Local Community Safety Partnership Meeting held at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 14th July 2026, in the Council Chamber, County Hall and online via MS Teams.
In attendance:	Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick; Enya Pesce, Foróige; Patrick Owens, Thomas Hayes Trust; Inspector Paul Donohoe, An Garda Síochána; Supt. Seán O'Meara, An Garda Síochána; Tim Butler, Kilkenny County Council; Maria O'Shea, Kilkenny County Council; Breda Carroll, Kilkenny County Council; Anne Marie Shortall, Kilkenny County Council; Cllr Maria Dollard.
			
Online: 	Cllr Andrew McGuinness; Cllr Fidelis Doherty; Cllr Joe Sheridan; Cllr Seán O'hArgáin; John Hurley, Chamber of Commerce; Lisa Morris, Amber Domestic Abuse CLG; Paddy Fitzpatrick, Muintir na Tíre; Phil Browne, North Kilkenny Community First Responders; Rob Duggan, Piltown Residents Association.

Apologies:	Carmel Butler, Fairview Residents Association; Elizabeth Dermody, Older People's Council; Cllr David FitzGerald; Cllr Jenny Catt Slattery; Toluwani Akeahomen, HerGenuityAfrika; Nicola Murray, Kilkenny Access Group; Tara Hunt, HSE; Svitlana Saseyi, GRONO CLG; Una Lennon, Newpark Residents Association; Leighann Ryan Culleton, Tusla; Martha Bolger, KCETB; Ger Ferris, Castlecomer Residents Association.

1. Administrative
Chairperson, Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick opened the meeting and welcomed the members of the media in attendance. 
Apologies:
Una Lennon, Carmel Butler, Martha Bolger, Elizabeth Dermody, Anne Marie Shortall and Leighann Ryan Culleton. 
Minutes of Previous Meeting:
The minutes of the previous meeting were agreed.
· Proposed by: Cllr Seán O’hÁrgáin
· Seconded by: Cllr Andrew McGuinness

2. Road Safety presentation by Garda Inspector Paul Donohoe.
Inspector Paul Donohoe delivered a presentation on road safety and emphasised that road safety is the responsibility of all road users.
Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick commended the work of An Garda Síochána and Garda trainees. He highlighted the importance of on-the-job training and suggested that Kilkenny and Waterford could be considered as pilot areas for enhanced practical training supported by the LCSP.
Cllr Seán O'hArgáin praised the Garda road safety social media campaigns for their effective use of humour. He raised concerns regarding e-scooters and the dangers they can pose to cyclists, motorists and pedestrians. He also highlighted the issue of close overtaking of cyclists, particularly on rural roads, and stressed the need for further driver education.
Cllr Maria Dollard commended the Garda social media campaigns and requested a review of routes used for organised vehicle events, such as the Bear Run, citing pedestrian safety concerns.
Tim Butler advised that the Draft Special Traffic Speed Limit Bye-Laws will enter public consultation on 17th July 2026. The draft will be available on the Kilkenny County Council website and at County Hall and the four Municipal District offices, with a closing date for submissions of 1st September 2026.
Supt. Seán O'Meara noted that An Garda Síochána will be making their own submission in relation to the Draft Bye-Laws. He added that Gardaí continue to detect high levels of driver non-compliance and will continue enforcement and education initiatives.

3. Motion as proposed by Cllr David Fitzgerald. 
Cllr David Fitzgerald proposed a motion requesting an LCSP review of all local byelaws and national legislation regulating on street begging and how these regulations are being enforced in Kilkenny City centre.
The motion was deferred by the Chair until Cllr Fitzgerald is present at the next meeting. 



4. Any Other Business
Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick requested that members respond to meeting invitations by accepting or declining attendance. He advised that the LCSP Team would engage with the working groups in the coming days.
Maria O'Shea advised that an email and/or survey would issue to members to determine suitable meeting times for the working groups.
Cllr Maria Dollard encouraged members to attend their assigned working groups, noting the opportunity to contribute ideas and represent the perspectives of their respective groups.
The Chair thanked all attendees for their contributions and formally closed the meeting.

Next meeting date: 18th August 2026


image1.png
o Kilkenny

LOCAL COMMUNITY
SAFETY PARTNERSHIP





