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Minutes of Kilkenny Local Community Safety Partnership meeting held at 6.00 p.m. on Tuesday 25th November 2025, in the Council Chamber, County Hall and online via MS Teams. 
In attendance:	Cllr Andrew McGuinness, Cllr David FitzGerald, Cllr Fidelis Doherty, Cllr Jenny Catt Slattery, Cllr Joe Sheridan, Cllr Maria Dollard, Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick, Cllr Seán O’hArgáin, Elizabeth Dermody, Older People’s Council, Enya Pesce, Foroige, Martha Bolger, KCETB, Paddy Fitzpatrick, Muintir na Tire,Patrick Owens, Thomas Hayes Trust, Phil Browne, North Kilkenny Community First Responders, Rob Duggan, Piltown Residents Association, Supt. Seán O’Meara, An Garda Siochana, Svitlana Saseyi, GRONO CLG,Tim Butler, Director of Services, Kilkenny County Council, Toluwani Akeahomen, HerGenuityAfrika, Una Lennon, Newpark Residents Association.
			
Online: 	Carmel Butler, Fairview Residents Association, John Hurley, Chamber of Commerce. 

Present:	Lar Power Chief Executive, Anne Marie Shortall, Senior Executive Officer, Maria O’Shea Community Safety Co-Ordinator, Beda Carroll Community Safety Administrator, Kilkenny County Council. 

1. Administrative 	 
Apologies:	Anne Marie Stafford, Tusla, Ger Ferris, Castlecomer Residents Association, Lisa Morris, Amber Women’s Refuge, Lisa Robson, HSE, Nicola Murray, Kilkenny Access Group.

Lar Power, Chair, opened the meeting and welcomed the members, acknowledging the diversity and strength of the membership of Kilkenny Local Community Safety Partnership (LCSP). Lar thanked the members for their commitment, expertise, insights and willingness to collaborate, and the time they are dedicating to the partnership.  Lar outlined the procedure for the first meeting.	
	
2.   	Pre-recorded welcome address by Minister for Justice, Home Affairs and 
migration, Jim O’Callaghan. 
A pre-recorded welcome address from Minister Jim O’Callaghan was played for the members. 
3.       Election of the Chairperson and Vice Chair. 
A secret ballot took place in Meeting Room 2 to elect the Chairperson of the Kilkenny LCSP, facilitated by Ashling Slattery who acted as presiding officer.  Following the election, Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick was declared Chairperson with a majority of votes. Lar Power handed the meeting over to Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick to chair the remainder of the meeting. 
Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick thanked the members for their support and outlined how he looks forward to working with the members and wider community to find solutions to safety issues and to developing safety initiatives for county Kilkenny. 
Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick asked the members for nominations for Vice Chair. Cllr Seán Ó’hArgáin proposed Cllr David FitzGerald for vice chair, seconded by Cllr Fidelis Doherty and Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick congratulated and welcomed Cllr. David Fitzgerald as Vice Chair for Kilkenny LCSP.

4.       Agree and Adopt the Terms of Reference and Standing Orders. 
Maria O’Shea made a presentation on the Terms of Reference and Standing Orders for the LCSP meetings, highlighting the key points of each. The Chairperson put it to the members to adopt the Terms of Reference and Standing Orders, and they were proposed by Cllr Andrew McGuinness and seconded by Cllr Sean O’hArgáin. 
Cllr Seán Ó’hArgáin expressed his desire for the media to be present at more than one LCSP meeting per year for democracy and transparency purposes. He suggested going into committee if a sensitive topic needs to be discussed. The Chairperson agreed that the media are important but noted that several community representatives may not be as familiar or comfortable with media presence at meetings and recommended private meetings to begin with to allow time to develop the partnership.

5.       Agree and Meeting Dates and Times for 2026.
The majority of members agreed that 6.00 p.m. meetings are most suitable going forward. Cllr David FitzGerald congratulated Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick on his election as Chairperson and proposed to hold LCSP meetings around the county throughout the lifetime of the partnership, noting the significance of the words ‘Community’ and ‘Partnership’. The Chairperson noted that the desire to hold meetings around the county has also been expressed by Cllr Joe Sheridan and put this to the floor. The members agreed to hold meetings in other locations of the county on occasion, to be agreed, throughout the 3-year term. The Chairperson agreed to hold the next two meetings at 6.00 p.m. and suggested a review of the time after this to ensure high numbers in attendance. 
Maria O’Shea proposed dates for 2026 as follows:-
13th January 2026, 10th March 2026, 12th May 2026, 14th July 2026, 15th September 2026 and 10th November 2026.

6.       Any Other Business. 
Cllr Andrew McGuinness suggested the hybrid model would facilitate members who may not be in a position to attend all meetings. He also suggested that items for discussion under ‘any other business’ are notified to the Chair in advance of meetings to ensure the meetings run smoothly and efficiently. 
Cllr Seán Ó’hArgáin offered condolences on the passing of Ian Coulter, noting the community work he carried out throughout his life. The Chairperson expressed sympathies and noted that Ian Coulter was a kind, caring person who carried out great work among the community. 
Cllr Ó’hArgáin also offered condolences to the family of the man from Mullinavat who lost his life in a road traffic collision in Waterford at the weekend.   

7.       Date for Next Meeting.
The next meeting will take place on Tuesday,13th January 2026 at 6.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny and online via MS Teams. 
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