PROTECTING OUR

WATER QUALITY
GOOD FARMING PRACTICES
IN KILKENNY

o) Kilkenny County Council



Introduction:

As a farmer in Kilkenny, you play a crucial role in protecting our
water quality. The recent introduction of the EU’s Water Framework
Directive (WFD) and the Irish Government’s National Water Policy
have emphasized the importance of good farming practices to
maintain healthy rivers, lakes, and groundwater.

If you are in the Single Farm Payment Scheme, the Good Agricultural
Practice for the Protection of Water Regulations 2022 are also
part of cross compliance. Poor practises put your payment at risk.

What is water quality?

Water quality refers to the physical, chemical, and biological
characteristics of water. In Kilkenny, our water bodies are an
important source of drinking water, recreation, and wildlife habitats.
Good water quality is essential for maintaining these benefits.
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BENEFITS OF GOOD FARMING PRACTICES

Shared knowledge.

Improved water quality for drinking, recreation, and
wildlife habitats.

Reduced risk of pollution fines and reputational damage.

Reduced risk of water pollution and protection of the
Single Farm Payment.

Increasd crop yields and improved soil health through
sustainable farming practices.

Compliance with EU's WFD and Irish National Water
Policy.
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Conclusion

As a farmer in Kilkenny, you have a vital role to play in protecting our water
quality. By adopting good farming practices, you can contribute to main-
taining healthy rivers, streams, and groundwater for future generations.
Remember to follow the latest guidelines and regulations from DAFM, EPA,
and Kilkenny Local Authority to ensure compliance with EU's WFD and Irish
National Water Policy.

Additional tips:
* Consult with your local agricultural advisor, the Environmental Department
of Kilkenny County Council or DAFM for guidance on best farming practices.

* Consider participating in farm inspections or audits to identify areas for
improvement.

* Engage with local community groups or environmental organizations
to promote good farming practices.

More information and resources:

Kilkenny Co.Co
Environment Section,
County Hall,

John Street,

Kilkenny R95 A39T

Opening Hours:

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm (Closed Lunch Time 1pm - 2pm)
Telephone: +353 56 779 4470

Email: environment@kilkennycoco.ie

Department of Agriculture,
Food, and the Marine (DAFM):
www.agriculture.gov.ie

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA):
www.epa.ie

Local Authority (Kilkenny County Council):
www.kilkennycoco.ie




