PILTOWN LOCAL AREA PLAN
PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE PILTOWN LOCAL AREA PLAN Oct  2003.
Strategic Environmental Assessment – Screening

1.0
Introduction 

Kilkenny County Council intends to make an amendment to the Piltown Local Area Plan 2003 under the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended).  The purpose of this report is to consider whether the amendment requires Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).  
2.0
Objectives of the amendment
The objective of the amendment is to regularise the current discrepancy between the Local Area Plan zoning objective at the specified site which is to provide for ‘Open Space/Amenity/Recreation’ to one which reflects the existing residential land use on site. 
A copy of the existing zoning map is contained in appendix 1 attached. 

A copy of the proposed amendment is contained in appendix 2 attached.

3.0
Mandatory Requirements

Under SI No.346 of 2004 Planning & Development (Strategic Environmental assessment) Regulations 2004 where a Planning Authority proposes to  make a variation of a development under section 13 of the Act it  shall consider whether or not  the proposed variation would be likely  to  have significant effects on the environment.
4.0
Criteria for Determining the Likely Significance of Environmental Effects

4.1
Characteristics of the proposed amendment 
(i)
The degree, to which the proposed variation sets a framework for projects and other activities, either with regard to the location, nature, size and operating conditions or by allocating resources.

The proposed amendment sets a framework for planning consent for potential housing development on the lands proposed to be zoned residential.

(ii)
The degree to which the proposed variation influences other plans, including those in a hierarchy. 

This proposed amendment will change the zoning of the lands for the area concerned as shown by the maps in appendices 1 & 2 within the Piltown Local Area Plan 2003.  
It is not anticipated that the proposed amendment will have any direct impact on other statutory plans such as Local Area Plans. 

(iii)
The relevance of the proposed variation for the integration of environmental considerations in particular with a view to promoting sustainable development.

The proposed amendment is prepared in the context of the Piltown Local Area Plan and the Kilkenny County Development Plan both of which have been prepared on the basis of promoting sustainable development.  The proposed amendment by virtue of its compliance with the overarching policies and objectives of both those plans promotes sustainable development.
(iv) Environmental problems relevant to the proposed variation.
There are no strategically significant environmental problems identified in relation to the proposed amendment.  

(v)
The relevance of the proposed variation for the implementation of European Union legislation on the environment (e.g. plans linked to waste management or water protection).

This proposed amendment is considered under the overarching policies and objectives of Kilkenny County Development Plan 2002 and the policies and objectives of the Piltown Local Area Plan. Issues of waste management and water protection will not be specifically addressed in this proposed amendment.
4.2
Characteristics of the Effects and of the Area Likely to be Affected

(i)
The probability, duration, frequency and reversibility of the effects.
The characteristics of the effects on the environment may be looked at considering the individual objectives outlined above.  
	Variation  Objective
	Measures Proposed
	Effect 

	Lands measuring 0.14 ha (0.345 acres) in extent currently zoned ‘open space/amenity/recreation’ and proposed to be zoned residential. 

	Allow for the use of residential development on the specified lands in order to reflect the current land use

	    Minimal effects are anticipated due to 

    1) An  existing dwelling house currently exists on the site which is of long term duration

     2) The small scale nature of the rezoning



(ii)
The cumulative nature of the effects.

Significant cumulative negative environmental effects are not expected from the proposed amendment

(iii)
The transboundary nature of the effects.
There are no transboundary effects 
(iv)
The risk to human health or the environment (e.g. due to accidents). 

There are no designated SEVESO sites within the plan area. 
(v)
The magnitude and spatial extent of the effect (geographical area and size of the population likely to be affected).

The proposed amendment involves the zoning of 4.3 acres of land from ‘Open Space/ Amenity/Recreation’ to ‘Residential’ development. 
The Piltown Local Area Plan 2003 currently provides for 61 hectares (151 acres) for residential development.

The magnitude of the proposed zoning will not result in significant increases in projected population within the Piltown Plan area.

(vi)
The value and vulnerability of the area likely to be affected due to:

-
Special natural characteristics or cultural heritage,

The Piltown Local Area Plan 2003 identifies the following protected areas/ elements of the natural and cultural heritage: 

	· The Record of Protected Structures 26 items as follows: 
- Parochial House
- Bellcote
- Catholic Church
- Church of Ireland

- Kildalton Bridge

- Entrance gates to Bessborough

- ‘The Anthony Inn’

- Mill Building

- Willmount House

- Lodge to Willmount House

- Gate Piers to Willmount House

- Garda Barracks

- House (Map Ref. 13)

- House (Map Ref. 14)

- House (Map Ref. 15)

- House (Map Ref. 16)

- Old Post Office – House

- House (Map Ref. 18)

- House – Former RIC Barracks

- Piltown Tower

- Gates to Kildalton – Bessborough House

- Belline House

- Dovecot (Map Ref. 23)
- Dovecot (Map Ref. 24)

- House (Map Ref. 25)

- Bessborough House

None of these will be affected by the proposed amendment.


	· Areas of Scientific Interest  
There are six areas identified as being of ecological importance within the plan area for Piltown.  None of these will be affected by the proposed amendment.


-
Exceeded environmental quality standards or limit values,

It is not expected that environmental quality standards will be exceeded or that the value of vulnerable areas will be affected as a result of the proposed variation. 
-
Intensive land use.
It is not expected that existing land use in the plan area will be intensified such that vulnerable areas will be significantly affected.  
(vii)
The effects on areas or landscapes which have recognised national, European Union or international protection status.
There are no areas or landscapes of national, European Union or international status that will be affected by the proposed amendment.
5.0
Conclusion

It is not anticipated that the proposed amendment will have strategic environmental effects. 

Localised environmental effects as a result of the proposed development carried out on the land can be dealt with through the assessment of any individual planning application.

6.0
Recommendation

Having considered the amendment to the Piltown local area plan under Article 14(A)(2) and taking account of relevant criteria set out in Schedule 2A the Planning Authority has determined that there is not likely to be significant effects on the environment. 

It is recommended therefore not to commence the SEA process for this proposed amendment to the Piltown Local Area Plan.
