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6.3 SCHOOLS 

6.3.1 Existing Situation 

Significant trip generators in Callan, particularly in the AM and PM peak hours is Bunscoil 
McCauley Rice Primary School, St. Brigid’s College Secondary School and Coláiste Éamann Rís 
Secondary School with a total combined population of approximately 1003, consisting of 942 
students and 61 staff. All three schools are situated in very close proximity to each other on the 
R692 Kilkenny Road in the northern part of town centre. Consequently, congestion is experienced 
on the lower half of the Kilkenny Road due to the concentration of school traffic in this area during 
the AM and PM peaks. 

6.3.3 Suggested Projects & Initiatives to be Considered 

The Council is already committed to supporting certain projects and initiatives relating to the local 
schools. All potential works should be subject to a feasibility assessment to explore potential 
options in terms of design, site selection, alternatives, funding options etc. In addition to this the 
feasibility assessment should ensure compliance with all relevant policies and objectives within 
the planning hierarchy, specifically the Callan LAP and Kilkenny CDP (detailed above). This 
includes compliance with natural heritage and biodiversity objectives NHB1 to 6 and development 
management standards NHB-DM1 to 8 of the Callan LAP. 

The following is a list of all the potential school access traffic mobility improvement schemes 
considered as part of this Study that could be implemented within Callan in the short, medium 
and long term to reduce current and future congestion within the town in addition to improving its 
permeability and promoting more sustainable travel patterns in addition to enhancing existing 
mobility infrastructure. 

6.3.3.1 Explore the feasibility of introducing traffic management measures (i.e. flexible 
bollards and signage) to ensure left-in and left-out access to Bunscoil McCauley Rice. 

6.3.3.2 Request that a Mobility Management Plan be produced by Bunscoil McCauley Rice 
Primary School, St. Brigid’s College Secondary School and Coláiste Éamann Rís 
Secondary School under the travel theme of An Taisce’s Green Schools 
Programme/Safer Routes to School Programme/Subject School`s own programme. It 
is noted the amalgamation of St. Brigid’s College and Coláiste Éamann Rís Secondary 
Schools has commenced and will be concluded over the next couple of years. This 
will provide a further opportunity to consolidate both school current travel patterns and 
promote more sustainable travel patterns in Coláiste Abhainn Rí, the amalgamated 
school, which is be mostly likely located on the site of St. Brigid’s College. The later 
should form one of the key objectives of the amalgamation plan if not already included 
in same. 
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6.4 TOWN CENTRE 

6.4.1 Existing Situation 

A previously stated, Callan is linked to other neighbouring towns and villages by an approximate 
gridiron regional road network comprising of the R692, R695, R698 and R699 which all intersect 
and branch off the N76 national road just west of the town centre. These road corridors are 
significant connectivity, travel and distribution arteries for Callan and the greater county. As a 
result, they are highly trafficked routes. 

The N76 national road is located immediately west of the town and forms the Callan Bypass which 
was completed in May 1997. As part of the Callan Bypass four full access junction were provided 
at the intersection of the above-mentioned regional roads. Two of which serve the north of the 
town centre and the other two serve the south of the town centre. The bypass continues to remove 
large volumes of through-traffic on the Kilkenny-Clonmel/Carrick-on-Suir route, particularly heavy 
goods vehicles, from Callan daily. 

That said, regional and local traffic is a different issue. Southbound and eastbound traffic appear 
to exit the Callan Bypass too early at the two northern junctions and use Bridge Street to access 
Callan town centre and beyond instead of continuing along the N76 and exiting at the appropriate 
southern junction. Consequently, Bridge Street has become a rat run for local and regional traffic 
which is not desirable or safe from traffic management and pedestrian environment perspectives. 
In short, Bridge Street is too narrow to support normal two-way traffic not to mention faster AM & 
PM dominant rat-running traffic along same. Consequently, queuing and turbulent traffic flows 
occur throughout the day and daily, not just the peak hours, on this link street due to the need for 
an opposing vehicle to yield to oncoming traffic particularly between the Moat Lane and the 
R692/R699 Green/West/Mill Junction. 

In addition, the flow of the traffic through the existing R692/R699 Junction is hampered by the 
current priority of the approach arms. The latter causes driver hesitation, poor lane discipline, 
opposing manoeuvres which ultimately leads to unnecessary queuing and turbulent traffic flows 
throughout the day and daily not just the peak hours. Hence, the unnecessary traffic congestion. 

6.4.2 Suggestions for Potential Improvements to be Considered 

The following improvements are suggested for consideration to alleviate the current congestion 
and produce a freer flowing traffic system within the town core: 

1) Change the priority of the R699/R692 crossroad junction (i.e. the intersection of 
Bridge Street, Green Street, West Street and Mill Street). 

2) Introduce priority control on the Kilkenny Road approach to the Bridge Street/Flaggy 
Lane/Kilkenny Road Junction. 

3) Remove conflicting two-way traffic from the following narrow streets: 
a) Bridge Street, Mill Lane, Chapel Lane and New Market Lane 

4) In addition to the latter and to improve circulatory traffic flow in the northern part of 
the town centre Flaggy Lane’s existing one-way traffic flow should be reversed from 
southbound to northbound. 

6.4.3 Suggested Projects & Initiatives to be Considered 

The council will endeavour to support projects and initiatives relating to the Town Centre. All 
potential works should be subject to a feasibility assessment to explore potential options in terms 
of design, site selection, alternatives, funding options etc. In addition to this the feasibility 
assessment should ensure compliance with all relevant policies and objectives within the planning 
hierarchy, specifically the Callan LAP and Kilkenny CDP (detailed above). This includes 
compliance with natural heritage and biodiversity objectives NHB1 to 6 and development 
management standards NHB-DM1 to 8 of the Callan LAP. 

The following is a list of all the potential town centre traffic mobility improvement schemes 
considered as part of this Study that could be implemented within Callan in the short, medium 
and long term to reduce current and future congestion within the town in addition to improving its 
permeability and promoting more sustainable travel patterns in addition to enhancing existing 
mobility infrastructure. 
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6.4.3.1 Explore the feasibility of reversing the priority of the R699/R692 crossroad junction so 
that the R699 has priority over Green and Bridge Street. 

6.4.3.2 To facilitate the latter, explore the feasibility of making Mill Lane a priority-yield street. 

6.4.3.3 Explore the feasibility of making Bridge Street a traffic calmed one-way northbound 
only street including the introduction of priority control on the Kilkenny Road approach 
to the Bridge Street/Flaggy Lane/Kilkenny Road Junction. 

6.4.3.4 Explore the feasibility of reversing the existing one-way traffic flow of Flaggy Lane from 
southbound to northbound from the Westcourt Demesne Residential Development to 
R695 Haggards Lane. 

6.4.3.5 Explore the feasibility of making Chapel Lane a one-way westbound bound only street 
from the R692 Green Street to the Clonkil Residential Development’s Access. 

6.4.3.6 Explore the feasibility of making Market Lane a one-way eastbound bound only street 
from the R692 Green Street to Collins Park. 
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6.5 PARKING 

6.5.1 Existing situation 

Generally, Callan is well served with public parking having 4 no. existing main public car parks in 
the town centre (i.e. The Fair Green, Chapel Lane, Supervalu & KCATS Arts Centre) in addition 
to significant lengths of on-street parking along Green Street, West Street and Mill Street including 
accessibility spaces. Consequently, there does not appear to be an acute demand for on-street 
parking in the town core which is common issue in other district towns. All other carparks and on-
street parking were adequately occupied/utilised. Parking is generally not considered to be an 
issue within the town centre the only exception being Bridge Street. Due to its narrow cross 
section it can just provide a 3m wide carriageway flanked by minimal width footways and so there 
is a notable absence of residential/commercial on-street parking as previously mentioned. In 
addition, the identification off the existing car parks location is poor particularly for visitors to the 
town and the town could benefit from better signage of same. 

6.5.3 Suggested Projects & Initiatives to be Considered 

The Council are already committed to supporting certain projects and initiatives relating to 
parking. All potential works should be subject to a feasibility assessment to explore potential 
options in terms of design, site selection, alternatives, funding options etc. In addition to this the 
feasibility assessment should ensure compliance with all relevant policies and objectives within 
the planning hierarchy, specifically the Callan LAP and Kilkenny CDP (detailed above). This 
includes compliance with natural heritage and biodiversity objectives NHB1 to 6 and development 
management standards NHB-DM1 to 8 of the Callan LAP. 

The following is a list of all the potential parking mobility improvement schemes considered as 
part of this Study that could be implemented within Callan in the short, medium and long term to 
reduce current and future congestion within the town in addition to improving its permeability and 
promoting more sustainable travel patterns in addition to enhancing existing mobility 
infrastructure. 

6.5.3.1 Explore the feasibility of installing road markings including designated mobility 
impaired and age friendly car parking spaces in the Chapel Lane Carpark. 

6.5.3.2 Explore the feasibility of installing a new signage scheme detailing all parking facilities 
and public transport options within the town. 

6.5.3.3 Explore the feasibility of installing an electric car charging station in the Fair Green 
and KCATS Arts Centre Carparks like Chapel Lane Carpark. 

6.5.3.4 Explore the feasibility of providing off-street parking, in consultation with the relevant 
landowner, for the residents and businesses on Bridge Street by utilising existing 
private/commercial car parking facilities west of Bridge Street including pedestrian and 
cyclist linkages to/from Bridge Street. 
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6.7 PHASING OF IMPLEMENTATION / ASSESSMENT OF SUGGESTED MEASURES 

The phasing and prioritisation of the feasibility assessment of the Study’s suggested measures 
are listed in Table 6.1. Three indicative phasing durations are stated: immediate to short, short to 
medium and medium to long term which are subject to change. Immediate to short objectives 
should aim to be assessed and potentially implemented in first two years of the Study lifetime, 
short to medium objectives in the range of two to four years, while medium to long objectives in 
the fifth year of the Study lifetime. 

No Phase Item Suggested Measures Callan LAP Objectives 

1 

Immediate 
to Short 

6.1.3.1 Footways & Cycleways 

SO2, SO3, TCO3, TCO7, TCO8, TCO10, 
TCO11, TO5, HC8, GI1, OS1, TSDO1, TSDO2, 
TSDO3, TSDO4, TSDO6, TSDO7, TSDO8, 
TSDO9. 

2 6.1.3.2 Footways & Cycleways 
3 6.1.3.3 Footways & Cycleways 
4 6.1.3.4 Footways & Cycleways 
5 6.1.3.5 Footways & Cycleways 
6 6.1.3.6 Footways & Cycleways 
7 6.1.3.7 Footways & Cycleways 
8 6.1.3.8 Footways & Cycleways 
9 6.1.3.9 Footways & Cycleways 
10 6.1.3.10 Footways & Cycleways 
11 6.4.3.1 Town Centre SO2, SO3, TCO3, TCO7, TCO8, TCO9, TCO10, 

TCO11, TO5, HC8, GI1, OS1, TSDO1, TSDO2, 
TSDO3, TSDO4, TSDO6, TSDO7, TSDO8, 
TSDO9. 

12 6.4.3.2 Town Centre 

13 6.4.3.3 Town Centre 

14 6.3.3.1 Schools 

SO2, SO3, TCO3, TCO7, TCO8, TCO10, 
TCO11, TO5, HC8, GI1, OS1, TSDO1, TSDO2, 
TSDO3, TSDO4, TSDO6, TSDO7, TSDO8, 
TSDO9. 

15 6.2.3.1 Bus Routes & Stops 

SO2, SO3, TCO3, TCO7, TCO8, TCO10, 
TCO11, TO5, HC8, GI1, TSDO1, TSDO2, 
TSDO3, TSDO4, TSDO6, TSDO7, TSDO8, 
TSDO9. 

16 6.5.3.1 Parking 

SO2, SO3, TCO3, TCO7, TCO8, TCO9, TCO10, 
TCO11, TO5, HC8, GI1, TSDO1, TSDO2, 
TSDO3, TSDO4, TSDO5, TSDO6, TSDO7, 
TSDO8, TSDO9. 

17 

Short to 
Medium 

6.1.3.11 Footways & Cycleways 

SO2, SO3, TCO3, TCO7, TCO8, TCO10, 
TCO11, TO5, HC8, GI1, OS1, TSDO1, TSDO2, 
TSDO3, TSDO4, TSDO6, TSDO7, TSDO8, 
TSDO9. 

18 6.1.3.12 Footways & Cycleways 
19 6.1.3.13 Footways & Cycleways 
20 6.1.3.14 Footways & Cycleways 
21 6.1.3.15 Footways & Cycleways 
22 6.1.3.16 Footways & Cycleways 
23 6.1.3.17 Footways & Cycleways 
24 6.1.3.18 Footways & Cycleways 
25 6.1.3.19 Footways & Cycleways 
26 6.1.3.20 Footways & Cycleways 
27 6.1.3.21 Footways & Cycleways 
28 6.1.3.22 Footways & Cycleways 
29 6.4.3.4 Town Centre SO2, SO3, TCO3, TCO7, TCO8, TCO9, TCO10, 

TCO11, TO5, HC8, GI1, OS1, TSDO1, TSDO2, 
TSDO3, TSDO4, TSDO6, TSDO7, TSDO8, 
TSDO9. 

30 6.4.3.5 Town Centre 

31 6.4.3.6 Town Centre 

32 6.5.3.2 Parking 

SO2, SO3, TCO3, TCO7, TCO8, TCO9, TCO10, 
TCO11, TO5, HC8, GI1, TSDO1, TSDO2, 
TSDO3, TSDO4, TSDO6, TSDO7, TSDO8, 
TSDO9. 

33 

Medium 
to Long 

Term 

6.1.3.23 

Footways & Cycleways 

SO2, SO3, TCO3, TCO7, TCO8, TCO10, 
TCO11, TO5, HC8, GI1, OS1, TSDO1, TSDO2, 
TSDO3, TSDO4, TSDO6, TSDO7, TSDO8, 
TSDO9. 

34 6.1.3.24 Footways & Cycleways 

SO2, SO3, TCO3, TCO7, TCO8, TCO9, TCO10, 
TCO11, TO5, HC8, GI1, OS1, TSDO1, TSDO2, 
TSDO3, TSDO4, TSDO6, TSDO7, TSDO8, 
TSDO9. 

35 6.1.3.25 Footways & Cycleways 
36 6.1.3.26 Footways & Cycleways 
37 6.1.3.27 Footways & Cycleways 
38 6.1.3.28 Footways & Cycleways 
39 6.1.3.29 Footways & Cycleways 
40 6.1.3.30 Footways & Cycleways 
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