


HOUSING

Kilkenny County Council Direct Build

Programme as Pre Tender Stage [90 units]

+ 88 units (houses/apartments) and community
facility at Crokers Hill, Kennyswell Road,
Kilkenny

+ 1 Accessible bungalow, Circular Road, Kilkenny

« 1 Accessible bungalow, Haggardsgreen, Callan
9 99 9 Construction at Limegrove Ferrybank - 17 houses (KCC turnkey)

SUMMARY MAY 2021

Homeless Presentations 42 Number awaiting social housing support at April 30th 1872
(Gross Need) !
Homeless Assessment Outcomes Number awaiting Social Housing Support at April 30th 832
(Net Need)
Preventions and Interventions 24 No. of Social Housing Applications received in April 30th 97
i No. of applications incomplete / awaiting further
Emerg ency Service > information / clarification AY
Not E/Iglble/DId not avail of the Service 13 No. of applications validated and ready for assessment 34
during the month
HAP Place Finder Service No. of applications assessed during May 33
Number of tenancies at first de ofthe 81 No. of applications awaiting assessment as at May 31st 49
month
Number of tenancies created during the 4
month
Number of tenancies in place at the last 85 HOUSING ASSISTANCE SUMMARY MAY 2021
day of the month Number of active HAP tenancies to May 31st 840
Number of tenancy breakdowns 0 New HAP tenancies set up -
HAP tenants allocated Social Housing 58
Closed HAP Tenancies 27
Households in Temporary 0 AP R e 52
Emergency B&B accommodation Other tenancy amendments 266
Households in Temporary HAP Calls Received 3%
. alls rReceive ,
Emergency B&B accommodation 0
with families

Households in Transition Emergency
Accommodation (OFD)

Households in Transition Emergency
Accommodation (OFD) with families
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LA/RAS/Leasing allocations up to end of May (offers

made): 46
Number of LA tenancies surrendered 10
Tenant Liaison Officer cases 64
Maintenance Calls 450
Maintenance Calls year to date 2,343

Kilkenny County Council approved a budget of
€1.95m for all three private grants (HOP/MAG/HGD).
The Council recoups 80% of all eligible expenditure
from the Department. The estimated position at
31st May 2021 is as follows:

GRANTS APPROVED 31°T MAY 2021

HGD: Housing Adaptation Grant 69 € 665,996
MAG: Mobility Aid Grant 22 € 98,791
HOP: Housing Aid for Older Persons 109 € 605,232

GRANTS PAID OUT UP TO 31ST MAY 2021

HGD: Housing Adaptation Grant 30 €272,413
MAG: Mobility Aid Grant 13 € 52,679
HOP: Housing Aid for Older Persons €263,454

Received 28 0 0 28
Approved 8 0 0 8
Amount Approved €978,077 0 €0 €978,077
No. Paid 7 0 0 7
Amt. Paid €1,080,018 €0 €0 €1,080,018

Blackwater Grove, Kilmacow, Co. Kilkenny

Glebeside Housing Estate, Castlecomer, Co. Kilkenny
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Thomastown Recreational Amenity/ Community
Park Facility.

Funding was awarded under 2020 Town &

Village Scheme. Works are well in progress in the
development of the new Thomastown Recreational
Amenity located behind the Community Centre in
Thomastown. It is envisaged that this project will be
completed by the end of July 2021.

Freshford Outdoor Activity Hub

The Town and Village Renewal funding allocated
to Freshford has been approved to be used in the
development of an Outdoor Activity Hub. The
project isa demonstration of real partnership
between a number of Kilkenny County Council
Departments, Freshford.ie Community Group,
Freshford Playground, the local GAA Club and of
course the Department of Rural and Community
Development. It is hoped to have the project
commenced in the coming months.

Health Checks (Town & Village 2019)

A series of community workshops were held
over the month of May. The workshops were
well attended and have guided the next step in
the health check process which is the formation
of Town Teams and the production of a Town
Plan for Thomstown, Castlecomer, Johnstown,
Urlingford, Mullinavat and Goresbridge.

These are expected to be finalised in June for
dissemination.

Town & Village 2021

The Department of Rural and Community
Development has announced the Town and
Village Renewal Scheme for 2021. Funding is
at 90% for 2021. The Council has advertised
for expressions of interest from community
groups - closing date 18th June, 2021.

The Department also announced a new
initiative under Town and Village Renewal -
Connected Hubs. The closing date for receipt
of applications is 17th June, 2021. Eligible
applicants must be BCPs or as existing hubs
which provide or will provide remote working
facilities.

\\

Town & Village Renewal and Rural
Regeneration projects promotional
campaign.

This on line document with videos promoting
County projects is now live and can be read on
mobile phones, tablets, and home computers.
The document incorporates promotional videos
that showcase completed projects with a County
wide spread. We have had a significant reaction
to the document and videos in Kilkenny since it
went live four weeks ago with an extensive reach
county wide.

See Link to RRDF /T&V interactive promotional
document with build in videos.
https.//indd.adobe.com/view/461c8182-032a-
4cb5-9f5d-4881d3baf071

Kilkenny LCDC have been allocated €136,319

for the 2021 CEP Grant Scheme. The scheme

was announced in mid-May and provides
funding to communities across Ireland to
enhance facilities in disadvantaged areas. The
CEP is funded by the Department of Rural and
Community Development and administered by
the Local Community Development Committees
(LCDCGs) in each Local Authority area. Locally
based community and voluntary groups in
disadvantaged urban and rural areas, and, Not-
for-Profit organisations are the eligible recipients
for this grant. Small scale project applications are
being accepted for grants up of up to €3,000. A
limited number of medium scale applications are
being accepted for grants of up to €10,000.

The closing date for receipt of applications is
Friday 18th June, 2021.



Round 4 Healthy Ireland Fund (HIF) process the consultations will be carried out by

The work programme under Round 3 of the HIF S3Solutions.

is well underway with projects adapting to the

Government Restrictions and engaging both the Callan Town Team/ Regeneration Projects

wider population and targeting groups of people A promotional campaign/interactive document is
that experience health inequalities in Healthy presently being developed that will focus on Callan
Ireland activities. Town and will showcase regeneration and work

completed over the last few years in Callan. This
The LCDC Healthy Kilkenny Sub-group have been document will also showcase the work completed

proactive and have met to review the Healthy by the Town Team in Callan and the actions
Kilkenny Community Plan and identify key priorities completed under the Town Team Plan which was
and gaps for programme development under facilitated by Kilkenny County Council.

Round 4 HIF. The programme has had a great

impact across the community and will play a key Rural Regeneration Fund

role in post Covid supports for people experiencing The third call for Category 2 applications under
both physical and mental ill health as an outcome the Rural Regeneration and Development Fund

of the pandemic. has been announced. The Fund seeks to provide
investment to support rural renewal, strengthen
Kilkenny Recreation and Sports Partnership and build resilience in rural communities and assist
[KRSP] Strategy in the regeneration of towns and villages with a
KRSP is presently commencing consultations for population of less than 10,000, and outlying areas.

the development of the 2022-2025 KRSP strategic ~ The closing date is the 16th of July 2021.
plan. A strategy committee has been established
to facilitate this process. Following a tendering
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The Barn Owl, with its brilliant white feathers and screeching
call, is a source of myth and legend in Ireland. Sadly, Barn

Owl numbers have declined and they are now under threat.
BirdWatch Ireland, in partnership with Kilkenny County Council
are undertaking a survey of Barn Owls in County Kilkenny this
summer and we're looking for your help. You can help the
survey and conservation efforts by reporting any information
that you have on Barn Owls in the county by visiting https://
birdwatchireland.ie/our-work/surveys-research/research-
monitoring/raptors/barn-owl-survey/

This project is co-funded by Kilkenny County Council and
the National Parks and Wildlife Service through the National
Biodiversity Action Plan Fund. For further information email
heritage@kilkennycoco.ie

A programme of wetland surveys has been commissioned

in County Kilkenny. Wetlands are one of the most biodiverse
habitats we have and are essential to buffer against the impacts
of climate change. They can range in size from springs and
ponds, to rivers, lakes and bogs. The survey will commence in
July, and builds on the wetland audit undertaken in 2020. The
data gathered will inform future polices. The project is co-
funded by Kilkenny County Council and the Heritage Council
under the County Heritage Plan funding 2021.

Birdwatch Ireland, in partnership with Kilkenny County Council
are coordinating the first county wide Swift survey in Kilkenny
this summer. We are asking the public to help by reporting
sightings of Swifts in their area to swifts@birdwatchireland.ie or
heritage@kilkennycoco.ie.

This project is co-funded by Kilkenny County Council and The
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage,
through the National Parks and Wildlife Service’s National
Biodiversity Action Plan Fund. It is also kindly supported by the
Heritage Council.



Create a Buzz - Enter the Local Authority Pollinator Award 2021

Tidy Towns groups are encouraged to create a buzz in their communi-
ty and enter the Local Authority Pollinator Award in the national Tidy
Towns competition. The award, with a €10,000 prize fund, encourages
Tidy Towns groups to implement pollinator-friendly actions. There is
also a new ‘Best Newcomer Award'’in 2021, with a prize of €1,000. )
The Local Authority Pollinator Award supports the All-Ireland Pollinator z Pollina’gor Pla_n
Plan and is sponsored by the Heritage Offices & Biodiversity Offices : Wquumators'le
of Local Authorities across Ireland, in partnership with the National
Biodiversity Data Centre.

A

The closing date is July 23rd 2021. For details see https://
pollinators.ie/communities/tidytowns-pollinator-award/enter-
the-2021-local-authority-pollinator-award/ For advice contact
heritage@kilkennycoco.ie

Community Heritage Grants awarded in Kilkenny

Four Kilkenny community/not-for-profit groups have received funding from the “Community Heritage
Grant Scheme 2021 totalling €26,370. They are Butler Gallery, Windgap Tidy Towns, Castlecomer Dis-
covery Park & Kilkenny Archaeological Society. Congrats to everyone involved.

Kilkenny receives grants for City walls

Kilkenny County Council is delighted to have been awarded grants from The Irish Walled Towns Net-
work for repairs to Black Friars Arch on Abbey Street, one of the seven gates in Kilkenny city’s medi-
eval walls; and also for information plaques on the City walls. Works will commence in the coming
months.

Webinar series for Heritage Week organisers

The Heritage Council is running a series of free webinars to support communities and people who are

organising events for National Heritage Week.

« Tuesday, 22nd June, 1pm - 2pm: Welcome to National Heritage Week 2021. Learn about this year’s
approaches and key dates. Register here.

« Tuesday, 29th June, Tpm - 2pm: Taking your project online. Learn about the methods and benefits
of digital heritage sharing. Register here.

« Tuesday, 29th June, 3pm - 4pm: Communicating your project. Learn about how to share your
project widely over social media and local media outlets. Register here
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ARTS

Knitted Together 2 project - Crochet Tutorials
Our 3 crochet online tutorials were rolled out

in May. Textile designer, artist and tutor Jacqui
Kelleher facilitated the tutorials. Our newbie
participants learned how to crochet some basic
stitches i.e. chain, double crochet, treble crochet

and slipstitch. They learned how to crochet a
granny square using the foundation stitches they @ KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL

had learned. R A R TS O F F | C E

Social online get togethers
Our online social get togethers, as part of our
Knitted Together 2 project, commenced in May and

will continue throughout June and July. We invited
participants to join Carrie Lynam, Kilkenny based
visual artist, from the comfort of their homes, to
bring whatever they were working on, to connect
with others involved in this project and possibly
pick up a few tips or share some of their wisdom
regarding their craft. These are proving to be very
successful and enjoyable sessions for the women
involved.
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wednesday weeklies

Our Wednesday Weeklies, a series of online
meetings aimed at artists and other creatives

in Kilkenny, commenced in April. They explored
various themes, on an informal basis, but were

led by experienced practitioners who could
support and guide the participants through these
difficult times. A total of seven sessions were held
altogether with two hundred and twenty-seven in
attendance over all sessions.

The limits of my language

The limits of my language is a group exhibition with

artists Chloe Brenan, Elaine Grainger and Johanna

Nulty. A conversation commences; a dialogue through F R E E P H 0 N E 1 80 0 272 99 4

structure, sound and film in an attempt to articulate

tacit knowledge, haptic memory and subconscious _ :

experience. This was the 3rd and final exhibition T llaten S0 & powA plames pios o "um.ber bghwaan 4 ang 3
. All of the poems were written by Kilkenny poets and

curated by Rachel Botha, our 2020 emerging curator published in Kilkenny Arts Office’s Poetry Broadsheet

in residence and this is what she had to say of her
experience.

Welcome to the Poetry Phone

Enjoy

This project is brought to you by Kilkenny County Council Arts Office
as part of our current Kilkenny community wellbeing initiative
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FIRE & RESCUE SERVICES

Capital Projects

At the May Monthly meeting the Elected Members
approved the Chief Executive’s Report relating to
Part 8 Planning permission for a proposed new
Fire Station in Urlingford. The design of the new
fire station is at an advanced stage and documents
are being prepared for the tendering process
which is anticipated to begin during July 2021. It is
anticipated that construction of the new Fire Station
will start during Q3 2021 and the construction works
should be completed by September 2022.

Work is ongoing to identify and purchase a new site
for Kilkenny City Fire Station.

Kilkenny Fire Service have taken the delivery of 80,
300 bar breathing apparatus cylinders. Funding for
these such cylinders was approved from the National
Directorate for Fire and Emergency Management.
These cylinders are integral to the use of breathing
apparatus in Kilkenny Fire and Rescue Service which
is both an operational imperative and is also needed
in order to maintain compliance with the Safety,
Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005.

Fire Safety Certificates
« 48 applications for fire safety certificates were
received to 19th May 2021.

Fire Services Acts 1981 and 2003

« Fire Prevention staff made targeted inspections
of premises both to provide advice and to en-
force legislation.

« 8Licence Applications were processed under
Section 24 of the Fire Services Acts 1981 & 2003.

« 4 Dangerous Substance licence applications
were received and assessed to date.

27 Fire safety inspections of premises have been

carried out to date during level 5 -Covid-19. Breathing Apparatus briefing being conducted in preparation for
wear into smoke filled atmosphere

Training

Personnel in our stations were trained as Working
at Heights Instructors by Industrial Safety and
Rescue Techniques (ISRT). The aim of this course is
to provide personnel with the knowledge and skills
required to be able to train and refresh others to
work safely at heights.
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LIBRARY SERVICES

May 2021

13,757
Itfems borrowed

2,036
Book and Browse
appointments

/Nl

208
Contact and Collect
appointments

Keep Well: Dial -A -Story

LL 4

-l-

STORY

e s e

L
- ¥ B o e
Dial A story line continues to prove 1.212 TR g?. .
popular, with a new selection of ’ . S
stories added in May. With titles Online Course sessions & =
such as Consistently Good Gravy w 77% on 2020
and The Cottage At The End Of The
Road, there is something for
everyone. I
N 66
Stories were written by Local authors o’ Language sessions

from Loughboy and Thomastown
Library Creative Writers Groups. To
listen, Freephone 1800 - 300 309
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Songs accessed
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LIBRARY SERVICES

Keep Well
Switching off and being creative

The Art of Writing: Stationery Kits

500 Stationery kits have been developed for our Door to
Door library users to promote the craft and pastime of
letter writing and to provide creative opportunities and
ncourage people to stay connected with friends until
they can safely meet again in parson.

Keep Well folders, notepads, pens, quotations,
envelopes and stamps are being distributed in May and
June.

Bealtaine at Your Library : May

We held another exciting Bealtaine festival this year, with a range of
online events for people to enjoy from the comfort of home. Our Beaaltaine
videos had over 1,000 views across facebook and YouTube.

Most popular events were Flanting, sowing and Flower arranging with Eva
Holmes and Kilkenny Carlow ETB Community Education, followed closely
by with Decluttering and Coping with grief talks.

These can still be viewed through our facebook page under
videos/kilkennylibrary.ie/ Kilkenny County Council’'s YouTube Channel.

Digital Engagement

Car staff have prepared, recorded, edited and published 466 posts
on our social media platfiorms in May. Our videos were viewed
5,633 times.

n Facebook May20v 21 Twitter May 20w 21 u‘i

Pots Twxts
Widoo Vicws Widen Vicws
Ergogorer Engagoment
i P o 7.5k 10k 0 250 500 TS0
B 2 W A W 2020 W 201
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FINANCIAL REPORT

FINANCE REPORT
The expenditure by service division to the end of May is set out in table 1. Total Expenditure for the period was
€39.3m compared with the annual budget of €89.9m.

Table 1 Actual YTD May 2021 Budget Full Year 2021
€000's €000's

Housing & Building 8,949 20,085
Road Transport & Safety 9,538 25,500
Water Services 2,791 7,115
Development Management 4,078 10,679
Environmental Services 4,305 11,748
Recreation & Amenity 2,521 6,647
Agriculture, Education, Health, Welfare 245 672
Miscellaneous Services 6,877 7,516
OVERALL TOTAL 39,304 89,962

Finance update

The Covid-19 restrictions in place for the first five months of 2021 have had a serious impact on the Council’s
incomestreamstodate, especiallycommercialratesand carparkingincome. Asignificantnumberofbusinesses
had to close and still remain closed due to Covid. The Government has now announced an extension of the
commercial rates waiver for the nine months to the end of September for businesses impacted. The estimated
value of this waiver amounts to €5.1m and compensation will be provided by Government for this amount.

Income from car parking is also significantly below budget with only 15% of the annual budget figure received
to the end of May.

It is still too early to predict with accuracy the expected income shortfall for the year.
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A submission will be made by the sector to the
Department of Housing, Local Government
and Heritage in the coming months seeking
compensation for the shortfall.

As previously advised to Members a number of
discretionary expenditure items in the 2021 Budget
totalling €2m have been deferred until more clarity is
available on the projected outcome for the year.

The bank overdraft facility was not utilised in the five

month period to the end of May 2021. The temporary

closure of a number of construction projects due
to Covid 19 restrictions has had a positive impact
on cashflow but this will now change with the
resumption of construction activity on all projects.

On June 2nd last the Government announced a
number of changes to Local Property Tax (LPT) for
the forthcoming year. These changes will require a
decision from the Council before the end of August
on the adjustment to the base rate. It is proposed to
include this item on the agenda for the July Council
meeting following the completion of the two week
statutory consultation period which will commence
on June 23rd.

On the 27th January, the Department of Housing,
Local Government & Heritage issued details of

a three-month Commercial Rates Waiver to be
applied for the first quarter of 2021. The waiver was
extended to cover quarter 2 providing a total of six
months credit in lieu of commercial rates for eligible
businesses. Credit in lieu of commercial rates was
applied to the rate accounts of all eligible businesses
closed by or badly impacted by Level 5 restrictions
and the Rates Section communicated this with

eligible and ineligible businesses last month. In total,

a waiver of €3.4m was applied. Business that fell into
the ineligible category were invited to seek eligibility
for inclusion in the waiver scheme where it could be

shown the business suffered severe impact due to the

pandemic.

A total of 35 applications were received by the
closing date of 14th May. 20 applications were
eligible for inclusion in the scheme.

The Government announced a further extension
to the Rates Waiver 2021 to cover Quarter 3. The
waiver is intended to continue to support eligible
business as they adjust to the reopening of the
economy and recover from the impact of the pan-
demic. Business currently eligible for waiver will
continue to be eligible for the waiver. The Rates
Section awaits formal direction from the Depart-
ment and will commence the application of the
Q3 waiver on receipt of same.

Queries in relation to the Rates Waiver 2021
can be made on line at rateswaiver@kilkenny-
coco.ie or by calling 056-7794209.

The Department of Enterprise Trade &
Employment launched the Small Business
Assistance Scheme for COVID (SBASC) which

was intended to target those businesses with
operating costs that do not qualify for the COVID
Restrictions Support Scheme (CRSS) operated

by the Revenue Commissioners subject to key
eligibility criteria. The closing date for Q1 of the
scheme was the 21st April, 2021. To date Kilkenny
County Council has received 147 applications
which are currently being processed.

Phase 2 of this scheme has been expanded to
include those businesses that had previously been
ineligible and covers the period 1st April to 30th
June, 2021. Businesses working from non-rateable
premises are now eligible to apply subject to other
eligibility criteria and will receive a grant of €4,000.
Businesses with a turnover between €20,000 and
€49,999 are also now eligible to apply subject to
other eligibility criteria and will receive a grant of
€1,000.

Closing date for this scheme is 21st July 2021
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Following the full revaluation of all commercial
properties carried out by the Valuation office in 2017,
197 customers with a total rate demand value of
€4.5m appealed their new valuation to the Valuation
Tribunal. To date 184 appeals have been completed.
144 of the 184 appeals have resulted in a decrease

in rates. The total income lost to date stands at
€832,784. If this trend continues the total loss of
income may be in excess of €1m once all appeal
decisions have been completed by the Tribunal.
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SMALL BUSINESS
ASSISTANCE SCHEME
FOR COVID

Applications for the SBASC scheme are
now open.

Eligible applicants will be entitled to an
initial payment of €4,000 for the period of
1 January to 31 March.

Closing date for applications is 21 April
2021

Visit your local authority website to find
out more and apply.
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