Comhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh Kilkenny County Council

Halla an Chontae, Srdid Eoin, Cill Chainnigh, R95 A39T. County Hall, John Street, Kilkenny, R95 A39T.

Fénamh don Phebal - Casmhnu don Oidhreacht Serving People - Preserving Heritage

7" April, 2017

To: An Cathaoirleach and Each Member of Kilkenny County Council.
Re: Creative Ireland Programme 2017-2022
A Chara,

Creative Ireland, an ambitious culture and citizenship initiative, is a culture-based
programme designed to promote individual, community and national wellbeing. The core
proposition is that participation in cultural activity drives personal and collective creativity,
with significant implications for individual and societal wellbeing and achievement. It

was launched in December 2016 as a legacy project to the 1916 Centenary Programme.

Local authorities have a crucial role in the overall local delivery of the entire Creative Ireland
programme and are exclusively mandated, through their Culture Teams, to deliver Pillar 2 of
the programme — Enabling Creativity in Every Community. The Creative Ireland Programme
builds on work already underway in Local Authorities, just as it builds on existing state
initiatives and programmes. Creative Ireland provides a framework to support and
strengthen all of this existing work.

In February 2017 Elected Members were advised of the details of the Programme, the
establishment, by Kilkenny County Council, of a Cultural Services Team and the requirement
to develop a 6 year County Kilkenny Culture and Creativity Plan 2017-2022.

Kilkenny County Council and the Creative Ireland national team will host an open meeting
on 27" April at 6.15pm in the Newpark Hotel, Kilkenny City to share details about the
Programme, to explore opportunities to increase engagement and collaboration in local
arts, heritage, libraries and creative industries and to seek views and proposals for the 2017-
2022 Plan with a view to completing the Plan by Q4 2017.

The Council has also been tasked to prepare a separate activation plan for 2017 to include
Creative Ireland projects and initiatives that will be delivered before the end of 2017 the
details of which must be submitted to the Department of Heritage/Arts by 21st Aprit 2017.
The proposed programme of projects/events for 2017 is attached for the information of
Elected Members and is in keeping with the 2017 funding provision. From 2018 onwards the
proposed annual programme of events will include an opportunity for applications/funding
to local individuals, artists, community groups etc.

It is also noteworthy that, as part of the Creative Ireland programme, Kilkenny County
Council is partnering with the Kilkenny Civic Trust, to host a free family event on the
grounds of the new Medieval Mile Museum, for the annual Cruinniu na Casca (Easter
Monday) event(s) for 2017. This event will include a re-created medieval village with period
tents and costumed medieval folk informing of daily medieval life, demonstrating skills such
as leatherwork, coin striking, weaving arrow making and fletching. Entry to the Medieval
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Mile Museum will also be free for children on the day. For further details see
https://cruinniu.rte.ie/.

Further updates will issue to Elected Members as matters progress.

Mise, le meas,

Signon Walton
A/Director of Services
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