Combhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh Kilkenny County Council

Halla an Chontae, Sraid Eoin, Cill Chainnigh, R95 A39T. County Hall, john Street, Kilkenny, R95 A39T.
Fénamh den Phobal - Caomhnu don Oidhreacht Serving People - Preserving Heritage
th
8" February 2017

To:  An Cathaoirleach and Each Member of Kilkenny County Council

Re: Section 85 Local Government Act 2001 Apreement with Kildare County Council

Invasive Alien Plant Species (IAPS) have the potential to affect the native Irish
biodiversity and additionally are a risk to infrastructure; to include:

o damage to roads, carriageways, footpaths, walls and foundations
s impact to road safety - blocking sightlines and road signage and
e affect plans to construct and maintain roads.

IAPS are particularly prevalent in the Western Counties and in mid 2016, the Transport
Infrastructure Ireland (TII) established a framework of specialist contractors to manage
IAPS on roads. The TII are now proposing to focus on JAPS in counties where they are
less prevalent — known as Priority 2 Counties. Because of the low levels of 1APS in these
counties, it is more efficient to manage these contracts by a single authority acting as the
lead, using bilateral Section 85 Agreement.

In accordance with the agreement, TII will provide an allocation in respect of the full cost
of management of IAPS on National Roads, and provide assistance to the Department of
Transport, Tourism and Sport on Regiona! Roads (mostly surveying) to manage same.
The DTTS will fund any works required on regional roads.

1t is recommended to the members, to enter into a Section 85 Agreement with Kildare
County Council, being the lead authority for Priority 2 Counties in respect of the
treatment of IAPS, pursuant to the provisions of Section 85 of the Local Government Act,
2001. This agreement will permit the identification and treatment of IAPS on National
Roads, funded by the TII and the identification/surveying of Regional Roads on behalf of
the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport.
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