
Comhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh Kilkenny County Council 

Halla an Chontae, Sraid Eoin, Cill Chainnigh, R95 A39T. 

Pobal agus Aiteanna lnbhuanaithe a Chruthu Creating Sustainable Commun,t,es and Places 

TO: AN CATHAOIRLEACH 
& EACH MEMBER OF KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL 

RE: MONUMENTS & MEMORIALS 

DATE: 11th January, 2021. 

Dear Councillor, 

Following a deputation from the Sinnott's Cross Committee to the Piltown Municipal District in 
July, 2019, a request to take in charge the monument at Sinnott' s Cross was made. Kilkenny County 
Council does not take responsibility for monumnets/memorials if they have been provided and 
fund~d by local communities. The matter was referred to the Corporate Policy Group. It was agreed 
by the CPG to consider this matter having regard to receiving future requests from other committees 
and the associated financial implications for the Council in the case of damage and public liability. 

A report was given to the CPG in July 2020 and September 2020 following a review of the number 
of monuments and memorials in the County of Kilkenny. The CPG Members requested that each 
Municipal District be consulted and seek their views on taking in charge monuments and memorials 
across the County in the future. An item was placed on the Agenda of each Municipal District 
meeting in October/November 2020. Callan-Thomastown, Castlecomer and Kilkenny Municipal 
Districts decided at these meetings that we do not take in charge monuments and memorials and 
that the criteria for Amenity Grants be amended to enable committees to apply for funds to pay 
insurance costs. Piltown Municipal District did agree with this and have also requested that a 
mechanism be found to include the Sinnott's Cross monument under the Council's Public Liability 
Insurance cover. Our Insurers have advised that it cannot insure monuments/memorials provided 
by communities in our policy. 

The taking in charge of developments and services is a Reserved Function under Section 180 of the 
Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended. As the taking in charge of monuments/memorials 
does not fall under this legislation it is a matter for the Members of Kilkenny County Council to 
decide, taking into consideration any operational and financial implications that this may bring on 
the Council annually. 

I attach herewith: 

(a) Reports dated 8th July, 2020 and 18th September, 2020 given to the Corporate Policy Group. 

(b) Extracts from Minutes of each Municipal Districts Meeting. 

In conclusion, it is recommended to the Elected Members that the criteria for Amenity Grants be 
amended to allow for insurance costs to be regarded as applicable expenditure. 

Tim Butler, 
Director of Services 

Encl. 
Guthan/Telephone: 056 7794000 Faics/Fax: 056 7794004 
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EXTRACTS FROM M UNICIPAL DISTRICT MEETINGS 2020 

Municipal District of Callan-Thomastown - Meeting 14th October, 2020 

At the request of Mr. Tim Butler, Director of Sen1ices, the members discussed a report on 
Monuments and Memorials wlticlt detailed that, following requests for the Simzotts Cross 
Monument be taken into cltarge, an audit of memorials, plaques and signs had identified in 
excess of 300 suclz memorials tlzrouglzout the county and tlze matter was considered by the 
Naming of Infrastructure Committee in 2017. 

Members agreed that, as insurance costs in particular appeared lo be the main cause of 
Committees seeking the local autlzorihJ to take momtments in charge, the criteria for eligibilihJ 
to receive the Amenities Grant slzould be amended to include these insurance costs, however 
that this shouldn't be to tlze detriment ofother applicants lo the scheme. 

Municipal District of Castlecomer- Meeting 19th October, 2020 

8. Amt Other Business 

(b) Mommieuts & Memorials 
A report on Monuments and Memorials was circulated to members in advance ofthe 
meeting. The report provided details of 

• An applicationfrom one memorial committeefor the Council to 'take in charge' the 
monument. 

• Details ofan audit completed by the Heritage Officer and final report issued in 
2015. 

Ms Anne Marin Walsh advised that Councillors are being asked for their feedback on 
the request for the Council to take in charge mom1ments not provided directly by the 
Council. This would create a precedent for other mommzents. lt is suggested that 
maybe the criteria would be amendedfor the AmenihJ Grant Scheme, that would allow 
communihJ groups to apply for funding to cover the insurance costs of roadside 
memorials and 11101mme11ts. 

Members raised the following queries/questions/obseruntions in relation to monuments 
and memorials: 

• Ageing volunteers, needfor future proofing ofmom1ments and memorials. 

• The status qua for 11wm1ments and memorials would remain as is. 

• Tlze inclusion ofinsurance costs under the Amenity Grants Scheme be explored. 

lt was ngreed by tlze members that the stah1s quo remnin and thnt tl,e Council would 
not be in position to take over all the 111omt111ents/111e1110rials in the CounhJ. 



Municipal District of Kilkenny City- Meeting 16th October, 2020 

3. Aon Ghn6 Eile 
Any Other Business 

Mr. Butler referred to tile report 011 Mo11u111ents n1Id Memorials wlziclz /znd bee11 circulated 
to Members earlier in the week. A request Jzad come from the Piltow11 MD for t/ze Council 
to take Simzott's Cross in charge and tlze report set out tile background to Sinnott's 
Monumellt and gave details on other Monuments throughout tlze CotmhJ. There are in 
excess of 300 such Monuments in County Kilkenny and at present tlze Council only 
maintain Monuments that have beell commissioned nud funded by the Co11ncil. The 
Members discussed tile details ofthe report nnd tl1e consensus from tile MD was that t/ze 
Council could not sustain such a commitment for tlzis and similar Monuments in the 
Co11nhJ. Amending the criteria for Amenif1J Grants would be a more appropriate way to 
assist in providingfimding to maintain and insure Monuments around t/ze County. This 
consensus from tlze Kilkenny MD Members will be taken to tlze Corporate Policy Group. 

Municipal District of Piltown - Meeting 4th November, 2020 

4. (b) Taking in Charge of Monuments and Memorials 
Mr. McKeown said Mr. Tim Butler, Director ofSen.,ices requested that t/ze members 
discuss a report on Monuments and Memorials wlziclz stated that, following requests 
for tlze Simzott's Cross Monument to be taken into clznrge, an audit of memorials, 
plaques and signs lmd identified in excess of 300 s11cli memorials tlzrouglzout the 
counf1J. Mr. McKeown said tlze main concemfor t/ze Sinnott's Cross Monument is tlze 
cost of Public Liability Insurance and the Municipal Districts were asked to consider 
making an amendment to the criteria ofthe Amenity Grants Scheme to allow Insurance 
costs as eligible for consideration under this scheme. He said that Irish Public Bodies 
/,ad confirmed that this momm1ent cannot be included under tlze Councils Public 
Liability Insurmzce as it is not part oftlze property owned by tlze Council. 

Answering a question about commtmity playgrounds being insured by the Council, 
Mr. McKeown said there are sufficient regular inspections carried out to satisfiJ !PB 
that they can be includedfor cover. 

Tl1e members agreed that there were two separate matters for decision; Cllr Dunpliy 
proposed, Cllr Aylward seconded and all agreed that the Council should seek a 
mechanism to include Sinnotl's Cross monument under the Council's public liabilihJ 
Insurance cover. 

Cllr Frisby proposed, Cllr DoherhJ seconded and all agreed that their recommendation 
to the CPG is to clznnge tile criteria for the AmenihJ Grants Scheme to include 
Insurance costs as an eligible criterion. 



Comhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh 
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Kilkenny County Council 

Count Hall, John Street, Kilkenny, R95 A39T 
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IU: 

Sinnott'., ( Tll'>'> , ., .i monument \ hil h t\ I >· c1I um1m1ttet• fr. m1 r-. lt1unu1111 rccein!d planning fm in 
2003 ,md \\ ith lh ' tunding r li'it. d lc1Lall\ <111 I trom th,, [ l t>pMlm •nt nf the fo n is,•,ich, rnn~lructed the 
mnnum •nt It\\ 1c; Ul1\P1!Pd in Jun,, ?1)Jf; rnd -.in•,, thPn tlw nwmhPrs nf tlw Ptltnwn i\·!11ni :it1c1l . 
Distrkt ha\ e requested that thi.:; monum nt hl' ' ta l-.en in ch.ugl'" b) Ktlkc,nn: County Council 
Fo llowing the ra io;ing of the m,1tter ,1t \ !uni• ip,11 D1c,triLt le\ el, it -wa,; refl'rrt>d lll the '' :\fonuments & 
Naming" Committee in f ehru<lr) 20 1- for um'iiderc1tinn. ft wc1c; agreed at this Cummiltee, in 
accordance with the Poli : '\/t1 ming ,1f C,Hnm •m 1r,1li\ c ~lemorial r\% 1''i'inWnt Committ•'e th,1t it ic; 
not appropriate to tdl-.e in Lharge thic; or oth •r monument<; ha\ ing regard to th.• n1st and li.1bilitv thic; 
m.1y place nn th,, Coundl in fu ture\ e.us. 

l b is nldtte r was again raised in 20 l 9 by the Piltown i\.lunicipt1l District\\ hen the Cl1mmittee.made a 
p resentation to the ~lunidp,il Dis triLt ,md set uut the reasons why it should bL' taken in charge and 
the difference between this and o ther monuments: 

it is an dmenily in the area. 
■ rural touris t attraction, and 
• has parking dnd St'ated t1reas adJd~••nt t . ) th , mnnum12nt. 

It should be noted that Kilkenny County Coun.:il did not construct or supervise construction of th1c, 
monument [see nltacl1t•d plzolo]. The committel! are s·,el-.ing that Kilkenny County Council t,1!-.e in 
charge permanently for insurance LOst and liability and they will continue to mainta in. 

Again, at the June 2020 Piltown Municipal District meeting, the members requested that the matter 
be considered by anSPC and not the Naming of Commemorative Memori,11 Assessment Committee. 
It is more appropridte for the CPG to consider this matte r, as there is a dic;tinct possibility thc1t this 
may lead to simil.u reL1uests in the future w ith assOL.i,lted fin,1nLial implica tions, p,1rtkul,1rly in Uw 
cases of damage and public liability. 

A sample of other monuments in the County not maintained by Kilkenn} County Coum:11 include: 

• Dunnam,1ggin Memorial 
• Tighe & Brownsford ~[onuments 
• Gairdin an Ghorta 
• v\'ar of Independence Memo rial- Ardm 
• Brittas, Tullaro,m 

~[embers conside ratic,n is sought in relation to the ma tte r. 

Signed: 
Tim Butlep 
n.; e-ut 4Q/Tel~hone: 056 7794000 Faics/ Fax· 056 7794004 
~fGi-~- i~a~ycoco.ie Greasan/Webpage. www.kilkennycoco ie 
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Comhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh Kilkenny County Council 

Halla ;in Chon·ae 'ira.d E C I Cha.nn Jh R95 A39T. C1 unty flail, John S ·eet, Kil~cnny, R95 A39T 

Pob~: agt toanna nbhu • e n ~ hru!hu Cre mtain, ~ Co ,r and Plac, 

Each .\.kmber of The "'orporc1tt! Policy Group 

R• Monument" & Memorials 

Jht· : 18th September 2020 

~\. r nrt d l 8th July 2 2 } w,1s presented t the CPG, copy att.1ch •tl. . \ t th,tt meeting, it 
\\ <l ' tr· l t , rnrry out a !urther rt.?view of monurm•nt., throughout the County, tu cxdmin • 
in d tail th r· 1uest and presentation from the Sinnott' s Crn-;s CommiltH! and rcn~rt b,ick to 
a subsequ •nt CPG met.>ting. 

BACKGROUND 

Planning for Sinnott's Croc;c; ~Ionument \\Wi grdnte<l in 2003 when n loc.il wmmittee 
propt>sed Uw erection of a monument tfodicated to all in South Kilkenny wh,l participated in 
the War of Independence. This proposal berame a r(.lality \.'l.·ith the unniiling of the 
monument inJune, 2016. 

Since then there hc1s bt.'cn a number of requests mainly to the Piltmvn MD to have the 
monument taken in Charge by Kilkenny County Council. This matter ·wac; considered by 
the Naming of Infrastructure Committee in 2017. Subsequently, a detailed presentation was 
made by the committee in June, 2019 v,hich was further raised at the June, 2020 Council 
meeting. 1he presentation highlighted th1..i main reason for the request to take the 
munument in charge to include: 

• Future proof the monument 
• Cost of insurance 
• Maintaining \.Vhat is a tourist attraction in the area with on-site parking area 

1he committee deemed it appropriatti to consider their request at this time during the 
Decade of Centenaries Programme 

CONTEXT 

An audit of memorials, plaques and signs ,vas undertaken by the Heritage Officer and a 
final report issued in 2015. 

This extensive audit concentrated mainly on the 61 urban settlemt.-nt throughout the County 
and also invited the public to submit mt>morials in their area to be included. The audit 
identifies in excess of 100 such memorials throughout the county, varying in size. Most have 
bt•en cn>cted privately over the years and.in many cases the commissioning body is n~urded 
on the monument. 

Kilkenny County Council maintains monuments commissioned with the agn~ement of 
Council and which were funded by the Council. Examples include 

► Hoban Memorial, Callan 
► Hurhng ~lonumtmt, Kilktmny City 

Guthan/relephone: 056 7794000 Faics Fax: 056 7794004 
R•post/ Email: info@kilkennycoco.ie Greas.in/Webpage www.kilkennycoco.ie 
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Of the mem0rrnl-, listed m th c1ud1t, man> .in r:;tgnf1 ant 111 sc.ile and I ha'l.'1 .itt h l 
imagt'S of rt numhcr of same which wert• pn-,at,•1> 1.. ,mmission ,d: (Appendix 1) 

,.. Knocknagrno;s, f'ullawan 
, !"amine Gc1nlen, NcwmarL.'l 
, Gwtto, Dllnnam,1gan 
, l'.!illennimn l\.I,inument, Gll!nm •re 
, ~Ionument al Burndmrch 

Taking account of the \olume of monument., 1..0tmt\ wide, when determining th , terms of 
reference of the "Monuments & Naming Committee" it was never intendt•d to take priv.1tdy 
commissioned monumenlc,/memorials dm• to the maintenance burden and posstble other 
liabililie,; that this may create for the Council into the future. 

CONCLUSION 

It is my understanding that it is to secure the future of the monument th.1t is the main focus 
of the committee. It is the operational costs, in particular insur.ince costs, th.it may inhibit 
Committees from preserving/maintaining their commissions. However, the Council has to 
have due regard to other similar monuments throughout the city and county. 

In this regard, it may be more appropriate to amend the uitcri.1 for Amenity Grants, and to 
allow insurance as an eligible cost ·when applying for same. This may satisfy both the 
Committees who commissioned the memorial and the Coundl. It may also ensure that they 
are properly maintained by the communities and enjoyed by the public for years to come. 

Your consideration would be appreciated. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Tim Butler, 
Director of Services 

... 



Appendixl 
1. Knocknagrasc;, Tullaroan 

AMPS Ref 91229_01: Monument near Tullaroan commemorating the Battle of Knocknagrass. 

2. Famine Garden Newmarket 

AMPS Ref 91441_01: Famine Garden at Newmarket showing entrance gate marked by 
stone monolith. 



1. Grotto, Dunnamagan 

AMPS Ref 91121_01: Grotto outside Dunnarnagan to 'Our Blessed Lady'. 

4. Millennium Monument Glenmore 

AMPS Ref 91394_02: Millennium monument at Glenmore listing townlands and number of 
inhabitants at the millennium 



5. Monument at Burnchurch 

Monument in Burnchurch to John Ireland, 1st Archbishop of St. Paul Minneosta 


