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made by the Planning and other Service Deparbnents. 
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Design Statement 

1.0 BACKGROUND 

Kilkenny County Council has commissioned PLACE+ U to develop the 'Watergate 
Urban Park'. This project seeks to redefine Watergate Park, Parliament Street, 
Kilkenny with the provision of a set of flexible spaces that can be configured according 
to event users, or day to day users, using a combination of fixed and loose furniture 
to facilitate a change in use. 

This development will see the Watergate Park redeveloped to provide an Urban Park. 
The project aims to provide a thoroughfare for pedestrians and cyclists, linking Abbey 
Street and Parliament Street with the adjacent Abbey Quarter Development. 

2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 

The site is located to the South of the Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny. 
The site area measures approx. 1025Il'l2 (0.1 hectares). The site rises in an east - west 
direction from 45m AOD approx. at Horsebarrack Lane to 46.Sm AOD at Parliament 
Street. 

It is currently used as a parking facility with a small Urban Park space to Parliament 
Street. The area for the new carparking is currently a loading dock and grass surfaced 
area at the rear of the Watergate Theatre which contains a mobile phone infrastructure 
kiosk which is to be replaced with a smaller unit. The site is bounded to the East and 
West by Horse Barrack Lane and Parliament Street respectively, with entrances from 
both the East and West. The boundary on the East is a high wire fence, and on the 
West brick pillars with metal railings. The North and South boundary is a high 
rendered blockwork wall. The site is located in an urban area currently undergoing 
significant regeneration. To the North are the Watergate Theatre, and the Mayfair 
Library. To the East is the old Smithwick's Brewery. To the South and West are 
primarily ground floor retail with living quarters on the upper floors, or offices. The 
building typology in the area is a mix of three storey terraced buildings and the four 
and five storey Watergate Theatre and Brewery. 

3.0 PLANNING HISTORY 

The site at Parliament Street, Gardens, Kilkenny has no previous planning 
applications or planning history. 
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4.0 DESIGN BRIEF 

The Park is designed to be accessible by pedestrians and cyclists with a through route 
between Horse Barrack Lane and Parliament Street. 

The provision for outdoor seating is an important aspect of the scheme. Permanent 
seating is to be provided that will not impact on the entertainment aspect of the venue, 
when in use. Consideration is to be given to suitable temporary seating when events 
are taking place. 

While the use of this area is primarily as an outdoor seating space, sheltered areas -
such as canopies or similar are to be provided to cater for inclement weather 
conditions. 

The use of the park as an outdoor entertainment area is likely to be sporadic 
throughout the year, coinciding with festivals and events. A raised stage area is 
required in order to facilitate outdoor performances. This shall be covered by a roof 
and have the structural integrity to accommodate temporary lighting and sound 
equipment. An outdoor power supply that can be used for all potential events in this 
area is to be provided. 

Sufficient public lighting is to be provided to ensure the safe use of the park 
throughout the whole day. Consideration is to be given to the use of feature lighting 
and coloured lighting that may enhance the night-time aesthetics and amenity of the 
park. 

The project sees the removal of most of the existing parking provision, but the 
retention of some parking is to be considered adjacent to Horse Barrack Lane. Future 
parking provisions should include two e-charging bays, a disabled bay and a small 
number of short-term spaces, to accommodate customers of the local businesses. The 
Watergate Theatre has a loading bay to the rear, but this is designed for larger vehicles. 
Smaller vehicles such as vans often load/ unload from the fire exit that opens onto the 
car park. A loading bay near this fire exit to facilitate vans is to be considered. 

The boundaries of the site will be finished in a manner that is in keeping with the 
design of the Park. The drainage design for the Park will be in regard to the aesthetic 
nature of the Park and avoid cumbersome looking infrastructure, such as large 
gratings and uncamouflaged manhole covers. 
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5.0 GENERAL DESIGN STRATEGY 

The primary objective is to provide an Urban Park, creating a link between Abbey 
Street and Parliament Street with the adjacent Abbey Quarter Development, for 
cyclists and pedestrians. Watergate Urban Park also strives to provide outdoor seating 
for everyday use, as well as selective use for outdoor performances. 

Kilkenny County Council is committed to the development of an aesthetic and multi­
functional Urban Park, for civic engagement in this area, from people navigating 
through the site, to people spectating at an outdoor performance. It must have the 
ability to adapt to changes in use at different intervals, such as times of festivals and 
performances. It must be welcoming and secure. Visual aesthetic is important in this 
proposal in all aspects from drainage to planting. 

Consultations were held with various festival committees and organisers in Kilkenny, 
in addition to the management of the adjoining Watergate Theatre. A detailed brief 
analysis and site analysis process informed the general design strategy and identified 
the attitude to the site as a whole. This then led to a direct walking/ cycling route 
through the site, with a slight curve to soften the rigidity of the proposed route. The 
walking route will differ from the other hard pavement of the park in only the 
direction of the brick bonding. This sets it apart from the main seating area but only 
in a subtle way. 

The seating area makes use of dynamic seating that can be pivoted around a fixed 
point, to allow the layout of the site to change, for example in the event of a 
performance. The seating is designed in such a manner that it cannot inhibit the space 
of the walking route, leaving the route clear for cyclists and pedestrians at all times. A 
substantial number of the benches will be age friendly enabled through the addition 
of back rests and arm rests. 

The entrance on the Parliament Street boundary is formed under a canopy that invites 
people into the site through a set ofcompression and release spaces, and also functions 
as a shelter for inclement weather. This canopy is composed of a steel frame structure 
clad in polycarbonate sheeting, to allow light to filter through. The entrance from 
Horse Barrack Lane is much more open, allowing for more space for free-flowing 
furniture in this area. The park will be open and fully accessible at normal times but 
may be dosed off for specific events. 

The Park can accommodate a variety of different performance requirements and 
capacities, both seating and standing e.g. proscenium stage (capacity 75/100) thrust 
stage (capacity 125/150) and other less formal performance arrangements (capacity 20 
to 200). 

The boundary treatments of the site on the North side adjoining the Watergate Theatre 
consists of a six-meter-high timber screen with vertical strip lighting incorporated. 
This screen aims to provide privacy for the Watergate performers as they make their 
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way from the backstage area to the proposed outdoor performance area, whilst also 
screening some of the services that are attached to the Theatre itself that would take 
from the aesthetic of the site. 

The outdoor performance space incorporates the boundary screen into the opening 
for the stage, meaning when there are no performances on site, the screen is fully 
closed, giving the affect that it is seamless. The proscenium arch is 6000 x 3700mm 
with accordion style folding doors, to allow the stage to become part of the park. There 
is a temporary roof for the thrust stage which protrudes 1500mm from the boundary 
screen when put in place. 

Lighting is incorporated in both the boundary screen and along the South line of the 
pavement, which is the route through the site. Lighting will ensure the safety of the 
park users at all times of day. The lighting along the pavement will be of the wand 
type, in keeping with the contemporary aesthetic of the Urban Park. 

On the South boundary, the timber screen incorporates a facility for temporary 
lighting, and sound equipment for future external events. This boundary treatment 
also functions as a screen to the rear of the hostel along this site boundary. 

The planting and soft landscaping of the site are designed to become micro-habitats 
for insects and urban birds. The feature tree in the middle of the site functions as both 
an aesthetic piece and shelter under the canopy. 
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6.0 TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT 

6.1 Access 
There is no vehicular access planned as part of the development of the new Urban 
Park, however as part of the works it is planned to provide new parking at the rear of 
the Theatre to compensate for parking previously proposed within the Urban Park 
area as part of the Brewhouse refurbishment project. 

Vehicular access to the park for emergency vehicles and servicing will be via 
Parliament Street & Horsebarrack Lane. 

Currently the Watergate Theatre benefits from vehicular access to the rear and side 
for deliveries and servicing. There is a large concrete loading dock at the rear of the 
Theatre which facilitates large scale HGV deliveries for touring companies that use 
the Theatre. This loading dock is used only a few times per year with the HGV 
reversing (under supervision) from Parliament Street/ Irishtown to the loading dock. 

The Theatre also benefits from an unloading area within the former carpark, for 
smaller daily/ weekly deliveries by cars, vans and small trucks. As part of the works, 
it is proposed to maintain these facilities for the Theatre as set out below. 

6.2 Parking 

As part of the proposals, it is intended to provide a number of parking spaces on the 
underutilised grass area at the rear of the Theatre. These spaces may for example 
include 1 no. accessible space, and 9 no. standard short term parking bays, as per the 
indicative layout on the drawings. Electric Vehicle charging points will not be 
provided as they are not recommended for short stay parking such as these spaces. 

In order to facilitate these works the existing mobile phone kiosk will be replaced by 
a smaller unit by the operator and the concrete loading dock at the rear of the Theatre, 
which is not suitable for the Theatre's current needs, will be removed and replaced 
with a new hydraulically operated folding loading dock. 

With these works carried out the new parking area can be developed; the new layout 
is shown on drawing 0005. 

6.3 Servicing/ Deliveries 

Servicing and delivery facilities will be maintained for the Theatre. Firstly the loading 
area in the former carpark will be retained within the new Urban Park, the area will 
be directly accessible form Horsebarrack Lane, where the delivery vehicles will be able 
to reverse (under supervision) into the loading bay to gain access to the side gate of 
the Theatre. 
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An Autotrack Swept Path assessment has been carried for this loading bay to 
demonstrate that the bay can be accessed safely, this is detailed on drawing 0004 
attached. 

For the large Theatre set up deliveries, which will occur only a few times each year, 
the new hydraulically operated loading dock will be deployed, this will require that 
access to 2 no. of the proposed short term parking spaces will be restricted for a short 
period while the HGV accesses and parks at the loading dock. 

An Autotrack Swept Path assessment has been carried for the HGV access to the 
loading dock, to demonstrate that the bay can be accessed safely, this is detailed on 
drawing 0005 attached. 

It is anticipated that access to the accessible and EV parking spaces and some of the 
short-term parking bays can be maintained while the HGV is unloading, this can be 
seen on drawing 0005. 
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7.0 STORM WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

7.1 Existing Drainage 

There are currently no formal storm water drainage facilities on the site itself, the 
current park drains via overland flow to Horsebarrack Lane and similarly the load 
dock at the rear of the Theatre has no formal drainage. 

Surrounding the site as part of the Abbey Quarter development in Kilkenny City there 
are a number of projects currently on site or planned for the near future including the 
Brewhouse refurbishment and Horsebarrack Lane improvement scheme as well as the 
future extension and refurbishment of the Mayfair. 

As part of these projects new stormwater drainage infrastructure is planned as shown 
on the attached drawing 0005, this new infrastructure will include a new 150mm dia. 
pvc pipe at 1:100 laid across Horsebarrack Lane to the rear of the Theatre. 

Also included as part of these new works are new ACO MlOOD and M150D channel 
drains as shown on the attached drawings. 

The new storm water drainage facilities will connect to the existing storm water 
sewers within the Abbey Quarter site (formerly Smithwick's Brewery) which 
discharge via an existing interceptor to the adjacent River Breagagh. 

7.2 Proposed Storm Water Management 

As part of the new park development, it is proposed to implement a Storm water 
management system that incorporates as much as possible sustainable urban drainage 
system (SuDS) features. 

As partof the storm water management design an assessment of various suds features 
was carried out, with the following outcomes. 

The site due to its urban location, constrained size and extent ofexisting and proposed 
structures was not deemed suitable for large scale infiltration via soakaways or 
infiltration blankets. 

The use of rain gardens, filter strips, swales and bio retention areas were also 
investigated and due to the restrictions imposed on the site, in terms of regarding the 
site levels for drainage by shallow ESB duct infrastructure (cover to ducts is as low as 
100 - 400mm) means that these elements were also excluded. 

The remaining suds features that are available and will be incorporated in the park 
development include permeable paving and storm water attenuation with 
interception storage. 
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7.3 Gravity System 

There is no pipe network included in the park design, again due to site constraints a 
system of channel drains has been identified as the most appropriate solution for the 
gravity drainage system within the Park. 

These channel drains have been selected based on manufacturers published data and 
designed to have sufficient capacity for rainfall events in accordance with the 
Modified Rational Method, utilising rainfall data for Kilkenny from Met Eireann. 

The storm frequency proposed is 1 in 5 year, thereby ensuring an appropriate level of 
service for the storm drainage system. The time of entry proposed is 4 minutes in 
accordance with Recommendations for Site Development Works. 

The channel drains to be adopted are Ml00D & M150D ACO (or equivalent) channel 
drains with slotted inlets. The channel drains will be a combination of constant invert 
drains laid to falls with the site and also sloping invert drains laid along the boundary 
with Horsebarrack lane where gradients are shallow. 

The channel drain systems will be provided with silt boxes for cleaning and 
maintenance in accordance with the manufacturers recommendations. 
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7.4 Attenuation Design 

As the site is not deemed suitable for infiltration drainage systems and given that the 
park area is being upgraded in terms of paving and formal drainage and includes the 
conversion of a grassed area at the rear of the Theatre, it has been deemed appropriate 
to include a small scale attenuation system with the drainage designs. 

This attenuation system will also help mitigate impacts from the upgraded park 
drainage on the existing 150mm storm water sewers in the area and prevent 
overloading of these sewers. 

The storm water flow from the attenuation systems will be controlled by means of 
hydro brake flow control devices which will have a maximum outflow equivalent to the 
green field run off. 

The level of outfall from the site has been set at 51/ s which is much less that the 
existing urban run-off from the site which is estimate at approx. 14 l/s based on 
rainfall intensity of 50mm/hr. 

The storm water attenuation systems will consist of proprietary underground geo­
cellular tank systems fully engineered for silt control, cleaning and maintenance and 
designed to cater for the volumes associated with the 30-year and 100-year events. 
Typical details are shown in drawing 0015/0016. 

The tank will have a capacity of 11m3 for the 100 year event as shown in the design 
sheet included with this note. 

As part of the stormwater management system and in order to comply with the 
GDSDS (Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study), it is intended to prevent the first 
5mm of rainfall, generated from the park from reaching the public sewers, by 
providing interception storage. 

The attenuation systems will include an isolator row for the interception, storage and 
infiltration of the first flush from the park as recommended. It is proposed to provide 
this storage/ infiltration capacity in a stone layer provided as part of the attenuation 
system. 

7.5 Permeable Paving 

It is proposed that the new parking bays will be provided with a permeable paving 
system which will be unlined to allow infiltration to ground. A total of 116m2 of 
permeable paving is to be provided. 

It has been found that the quality of water discharged from permeable paving is 
comparable to that discharged from a modem day wastewater treatment plant. The 
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stone layers and geotextile at the base act as a trickle filter which catches organic 
matter, silt and loam. Hydrocarbons are digested within the sub-base by a population 
of naturally occurring microbes. 

It has been determined by specialist suppliers that approximately 30% of water 
entering the permeable paving system is lost through evaporation and will never 
leave the system in the form of exit water. Furthermore, it is estimated here that an 
additional 30 - 40% of water entering the permeable paving system shall be lost 
through soil absorption together with evapotranspiration. 
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8.0 CONSULTATION PROCESS 

8.1 Public Consultation Process 

The proposed development at Watergate Park was available for public consultation 
from Monday November 1st 2021 until Friday November 26th 2021 inclusive. The 
latest time and date for receipt of submissions on the development was 4.00pm on 
Friday December 10th 2021. 

8.2 Parking Provision/ Site Boundary 

Parking provision has been increased at the request of Kilkenny County Council to 
include 10 no. standard short stay parking spaces and one accessible parking space. 
This has resulted in a minor revision to the Site Boundary to the North of the site, 
which is incorporated into the latest Part 8 Drawings. 

8.3 Submission from NCBI (National Council for the Blind of Ireland) 

The submission made by NCBI was reviewed by the design team to ensure that all 
. aspects of the park would comply with best practice, as set out in the foJlowing 
sections. 

Comfort Zone & Braille Trail 
The detailing of Watergate Urban Park will ensure the continuity of the Abbey 
Quarter Braile Trail in its hardscape design. The Braille Trail will be integrated into 
the main route, or thoroughfare, through the site and will help to define the comfort 
zone. The comfort zone will follow the southern side of the main route through the 
site, and the Braille Trail will be located along its southern edge. The detailing of the 
Braille Trail unit will be consistent with the units already in use in the vicinity in both 
dimensions, design and configuration. 
During detail design, consultation with NCBI and/ or local user groups will guide 
the extension of the Braille Trail to direct vulnerable users to features within the space, 
making the Park more inclusive. 

Obstacle Free 
The full width of the main route through, including the comfort zone will be 
maintained free of obstacles during regular, everyday use. Occasionally, during 
programmed, curated events access to the site will be controlled for all visitors and 
this main route through will be suspended until the event is over. During these events, 
the swivel seating proposed as part of the scheme may be unlocked and rotated to 
occupy parts of the main route space while it's function as a through route is 
temporarily suspended. After any such event, protocols will be in place to ensure that 
the main route through is restored to an obstacle-free condition. 
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Surface Materials 
Surface materials for Watergate Park will be consistent with adjacent schemes and will 
avoid visually confusing patterns and colour selections. In order to tie-in with the 
proposed paving scheme to Horse Barrack Lane, the main route through the site will 
use a similar palette of 300 x 100 silver granite paving units in a simple running bond, 
laid traverse to the direction of travel. The seating area within the Park will use 600 x 
200 granite units in a blend of silver and mid-grey to match that used along Horse 
Barrack Lane. There is a low level of contrast between these two granite colours and 
the laying pattern will be a simple running bond. All paving units will be specified 
with slip-resistant finishes avoiding finishes prone to glare in wet or dry conditions. 

Street Furniture 
There are three types of seating proposed for Watergate Urban Park; seating 
integrated into a timber island planter, seating integrated to the boundary planting 
and seating that is designed to pivot to allow for alternative configurations during 
programmed space events. In addition, there will be a copy covering part of the route 
through and event space. Other minor site furnishings such as litter bins and fonts 
will be selected and located at detail design. 
All site furnishings will be detailed and specified to ensure adequate visual contrast 
with the silver and grey granite specified for the surface design. The edges of 
furnishings will be rounded to mitigate against injury in the event that a pedestrian 
walks into them. support poles, lighting poles etc. will be designed to stand out 
visually whether by materials contrast or using conspicuity markings. 
Regarding the arrangement of the rotating bench seating, the degree of public access 
for rearranging these elements can be addressed in consultation with NCBI and other 
vulnerable user groups during Detailed Design stage. 

Signage & Lighting 
The detailed design and specification of lighting will be consistent with those in 
current and future use in the vicinity of Watergate Park. Any signage within 
Watergate Park will adhere to the signage language and palette of fixtures in use 
across the Abbey Quarter. 
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003 Pl.icc+U o._.,;gn Report - Dcvclopmcnl of Waleri;atc Urban Park. Parliament S1rcet, Kilkenny, Co, Killwnoy 

Kilkenny County Council's Intention Regarding Proposed Development 

Proposed Development: Part 8 Proposal 
Watergate Urban Park, Parliament Street, 
Kilkenny. 

I recommend that Kilkenny County Council proceed with the proposed development 

in accordance with the plans made available for public inspection and taking into 

account the recommendations made by the Planning and other Service Departments. 

SIGNED 

Tim Butler, 

Director of Services. 

Ian Gardner, 

Senior Engineer. 
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APPENDIX B - EIA SCREENING DETERMINATION 



To: Tim Butler, Director of Services 

From: Arlene 0' Connor, Senior Executive Planner 

Proposal: Part VIII proposal - Watergate Urban Park at Watergate Theatre, Parliament 
Street, Kilkenny. 

Re: Environmental Impact Assessment - Screening for Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR). 

Planning Legislation: 
Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2021, Schedule 5, Part I and 2 
European Union {Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 
Article 75 which amends Article 120 ofthe Planning and Development Regulations 2001- 2021 
Planning and Development Act 2000 - 2021 

Characteristics of Project 
Under this Part VIII proposal, Kilkenny County Council are proposing to create a new Watergate Urban 
Park which will provide for: 
An urban park, creating a link between Abbey Street and Parliament Street with the adjacent Abbey 
Quarter Development, for cyclists and pedestrians. Outdoor seating for everyday use will also be 
provided, as well as selective use for outdoor performances. 
The entrance on the Parliament Street side of this urban park is formed under a canopy, composed ofa 
steel frame structure clad in polycarbonate sheeting, to allow light filter through but which can also act 
as a shelter during bad weather. 

Location 
The new urban park is proposed on lands immediately adjacent to the Watergate Theatre, to the south, 
east and north east ofthe building, bounding both Parliament Street and Horse Barrack Lane. Presently 
the lands are used as a parking area with a small open space area. There is a mobile phone infrastructure 
kiosk on the car parking area presently, and this will be replaced with a smaller unit. 

Type and characteristics of potential impact 
From assessing the documentation associated with the proposed Urban Park, it is considered that the 
proposed development works are significantly below sub threshold Part 2 activities and having regard 
to the environmental sensitivities of this area and the potential impacts based on the following 
environmental factors; 

• Population and human health 
• Biodiversity, with particular attention to special and habitats protected under the Birds and 

Habitats Directives 
• Land, soil, water, air and the landscape 
• Climate 
• Interaction between above 
• Expected effects from relevant major accidents and I or disasters 

it is detennined that no Environmental Impact Assessment Report is required. 

An Appropriate Assessment Screening report was also carried out by the Planning Authority, in relation 
to the proposed Part VIII works at the Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street in Kilkenny City and these 
concluded that significant impacts on any Natura 2000 site cannot be ruled out therefore it was 
determined that a Stage I Appropriate Assessment Screening Report is required in relation to this 
project. 



Conclusion 
It is determined that based on the above preliminary examination, there is no real likelihood of 
significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed development works which are for a 
new Watergate Urban Park and therefore it is recommended that no Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report is required for this Part VIII proposal at the Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny. 

Signed: Arlene O' Connor, 
Senior Executive Planner, 
Kilkenny County Council. 
7/9/2021 



APPENDIX C - AA SCREENING 



Habitats Directive Project Screening Assessment 

Table 1: Project Details 

Development Consent Type Part 8 

Development Location Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny City 
Planning File Ref P.8/5/21 
Description of the project Watergate Urban Park 

Table 2: Identification of Natura 2000 sites (SACs and SPAs) which may be impacted by the 
proposed development 

Please answer the following five questions in order to detennine whether there are any Natura 2000 sites which 
could potentially be impacted by the proposed development. If the answer to all of these questions is no, 
significant impacts can be ruled out for habitats and bird species. No further assessment is required. Please 
refer to tables 3 and 4 where the answer to any of these questions is yes. 

YIN 

1 ONE- OFF HOUSE /SMALL EXTENSION/ ALTERATION 
TO EXISTING BUILDING 

NIA 

1a Is the development a one- off house/small extension/alternation to existing building within an 
SAC/SPA or within 1 00m of an SAC/SPA and likely to discharge pollutants or nutrients of a 
significant nature and amount to surface water within catchments of and SAC/ SPA as part 
of its construction or operational phase (lndudlng the Installation of waste water treatment 
systems: percolation areas: septic tanks within SAC/SPA or very close proximity)?. 

If the answer to the above question Is: 
• no, then no appropriate assessment required 
• yes, then an appropriate assessment Is required 
• not sure, then an appropriate assessment Is required In accordance with the precautionary 
orlnclole 

NIA 

2 DEVELOPMENTS OTHER THAN THOSE DESCRIBED IN 
1 ABOVE 

Yes 

2a Impacts On Freshwater Habitats 
Is the development within a Speciaf Area of ConseNation whose qualifying interests Include freshwater 
habitats, or In the catchment ofsame and does the development propose to discharge water to or 
abstract water from the habitat? 

Sites to consider: Lower River Sulr, River Barrow, River Nore. 

Habitats to consider: 
Alluvial Wei Woodland, (Lower River Sulr), Dry Heath (some steep slopes along River Barrow and Its 
tributaries) Rivers, Streams, Lakes and Lagoons, Old Oak Woodland, floating river vegetation, 

Species to consider. 
River Lamprey, Brook Lamprey, Freshwater Pearls Mussel, Nore Freshwater Pearl Mussel, Crayfish, 
Twaite Shad, AUanllc Salmon, Otter, Vertigo Moullnslana, 

Yes 

2b Impacts On Wetland Habitats 
Is the development within a Speciaf Area ofConservation whose qualifying interests Include wetland 
habitats, or likely to discharge water to or abstract water from the wetland? 

Sites to consider: Hugglnslown Fen, Galmoy Fen, The Loughans, Flood Plain wetlands 

Habitats to consider: 
Bogs, Alkaline Fens (Hugginstown and Galmoy), Turloughs (The Loughans) 

No 



Y/N 

2c Impacts on Intertidal and Marine Habitats 
Is the devefopment located within a Special Area ofConservation whose quafifying interests include 
intertidal and marine habitats and species, or within the catchment ofsame and fikefy to discharge water 
to or abstract water from the habitats. 

Sites to consider. Lower River Suir 

Habitats to consider: Atlantic Salt meadows, Mudflats, sandffats, saltmarsh, estuary 

Species to consider: Sea Lamprey, River Lamprey, Brook Lamprey, Freshwater Pearl Mussel, 
Crayfish, Twaite Shad, AUantic Salmon, Otter. 

No 

2d Impacts On Woodlands And Grasslands 
Is the development within a Speciaf Area ofConservation whose quafifying habitats incfude terrestrial 
habitats, or in close proximity to same with a likely ecological fmpact?. 

Sites to consider: Spa hill and Clomantagh Hill, Cullahll Mountain, River Barrow, River Nore, Lower 
River Suir 

Habitats to consider: 
Alfuvfal Wet Woodlands (River Nore below lnlstioge and River Suir at Fiddown Island and Carrick on 
Suir), Eutropic tall herb vegetaUon (River Suir at Flddown Island and Carrick on Sulr), and grasslands 
(Spa hill and Clomantagh Hill, Cullahil Mountain) 

Oak Woodlands In old estates next to the Nore and Barrow 

Species to consider. Greenwinged, Frog and Bee Orchids (Cullahill and Clomantagh Hill), Nettle 
Leaved Bellflower and Autumn Crocus 

No 

2e Impacts On Birds 
Is the devefopment within a Special Protection Area, or likely to discharge water to same or fikely to 
have another significant impact on the habitats ofBirds In same?. 

Sites to consider: River Nore 

Species to consider: 
River Nore: Kingfisher (Alcedo Atthls) - Nesting in river banks 

No 

Table 3: Determination of possible impacts on Natura 2000 sites. 
Where it has been identified in table 2 that there is a Natura 2000 site within the potential impact zone of the 
proposed development, it Is necessary to try to determine the nature of the possible impacts. Please answer the 
following questions as appropriate. 

1. Impacts on designated freshwater habitats (rivers, lakes streams and lagoons). 

Please answerthe folfowing if the answer to question 2a In table 2 was yes. 

Does the development involve any ofthe following: 

1.1 Impacts on watercourses (tributaries, streams, drains) which are remote 
from the SAC/SPA but may still Impact on the SAC/SPA by reason of the 
nature or quantity of the discharge 

Yes 

1.2 Abstraction from surfacewater or groundwaler within 1 km of SAC/SPA. No 

1.3 Removal of topsoil within 100 m of watercourses with potential for surface 
water runoff. 

Yes 

1.4 Infilling or raising of ground levels within 1OOm ofwatercourses with 
polentla1 for surface waler runoff. 

No 

1.5 Construction of drainage ditches within 1km of SAC/SPA. No 

1.6 Construction within a floodplain or within an area liable to flood. No 

1.7 Crossing or culverting of rivers or streams wilhln 1 km of SACfSPA. No 
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1.8 Storage ofchemicals hydrocarbons or organic wastes within 100 m of a 
watercourse. 

No 

1.9 Development of a large scale which involves the production of an EIS. No 

1.10 Development of quarries, particularly where abstraction Is below water 
table. 

No 

1.11 Development of windfarms within 1 km of an SAC or with the risk of runoff 
to an SAC/SPA, particularly during construction. 

No 

1.12 Development of pumped hydro electric stations. No 

2 Impacts on designated wetland habitats (bog, heath, marsh, fen). 

Please answer the following ifthe answer to question 2b in table 2 was yes. 

Does the development involve any ofthe folfowing: 

2.1 Impacts on watercourses (tributaries, streams, drains) which are remote 
from the SAC/SPA but may still impact on the SAC/SPA by reason of the 
nature or quantity of the discharge. 

NIA 

2.2 Construction of roads or other infrastructure on peat habitats within 1 km of a Natura 
2000 site ofwhich qualifying Interests Include peat, fen or marsh. (Only Peat habitat 
at Bruckana - consider Galmoy fen - Impact unlikely 

NIA 

2.3 Development of a large scale within 1km within a Natura 2000 site, whose qualifying 
features Include fen or marsh, which Involves the production of an EIS. 

NIA 

3 Impacts on designated Intertidal and marine habitats (mudflats, sandflats, estuaries, 
reefs and sea cliffs). 

Please answer the following if the answer to question 2c in table 2 was yes. 

Does the development involve any of the following; 

3.1 Impacts on Intertidal and marine habitats from potential development 
which are remote from the SAC/SPA but may still Impact on the 
SAC/SPA by reason of the nature or quantity of the discharge 

NIA 

3.2 Development of piers, slipways, marinas, pontoons or any other Infrastructure within 
5km of a Natura 2000 site whose qualifying features Include intertidal or marine 
habitats. 

NIA 

3.3 Dredging within 5km of a Natura 2000 site whose qualifying features Include 
Intertidal or marine habitats. 

NfA 

3.4 Impacts on watercourses (tributaries, streams, drains) which are remote 
from the SAC/SPA but may still Impact on the SAC/SPA by reason of the 
nature or quantity of the discharge. 

NIA 

3.5 Removal of topsoil or Infilling within 100m of Natura 2000 sites whose qualifying 
features Include Intertidal or marine habitats where potential for surface water runoff 
exists. 

NIA 

3.6 Development ofa large scale within 1km of Natura 2000 sites whose 
qualifying features Include intertidal or marine habitats, which Involves the 
production of an EIS. 

NIA 

4 Impacts on other designated woodlands and grasslands (woodland, upland 
grassland, lowland grassland, coastal grassland Including dunes). 

Please answer the following if the answer to question 2d in table 2 was yes. 

Does the development involve any ofthe following: 

NIA 

4.1 Works within the boundary of a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying 
Interests Include woodland or grassland habitat types. 

NIA 

4.2 Development within 200m of Natura 2000 site with woodland or grassland habitats. NIA 
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4.3 Development or a large scale within 1km of Natura 2000 site with 
woodland, grassland or coastal habitats which involves the production of 
an EIS. 

NIA 

$ Impacts on birds In SPAs 

Please answer the following if the answer to question 2e in table 2 was yes. 

Does the development involve any ofthe following: 

5.2 Erection of wind turbines within 1km of an SPA. NIA 

5.3 All construction works within 100m of SPA (River Nore), Including the development 
or cycle ways or walking routes 

5.4 Infilling of coastal habitats within 500m of Intertidal SPA. NIA 

5.5 Works within 1km of coastal SPA which will result In discharges to rivers or streams 
that are directly connected to designated sites. 

NIA 

Conclusion: If the answer to question 1 and 2a-e are no or n/a, significant impacts on habitats 
within Natura 2000 sites and on SPAs can be ruled out. No further assessment is required in relation 
to habitats or birds. If the answer to any question in table 2 is yes, you may require further information, 
unless you are satisfied that the project proponents have incorporated adequate mitigation into their 
design to avoid impacts on the Natura 2000 site (eg water pollution protection measures). Such 
information should be provided in the form of a Natura Impact Statement which should address the 
particular issues of concern as identified through the above. 

Table 4: Consideration of potential Impacts on protected species 
Many of our Special Areas of Conservation are designated for species as well as for habitats. These 
are listed below, alongside the sites for which they are designated. Included is a short list of the types 
of activities which could have an impact on these species. Please lick if you are concerned that the 
proposed development could have an impact on these species. 

Species Relevant Sites Actlvites which could have 
Impacts on species 

Possible 
Impacts 
Identified? 
V/N 

Otter River Nore 
River Barrow 
Lower River Suir 

Note: Otters are a strictly 
protected species. All breeding 
sites and resting places are 
protected regardless ofwhether 
or not they are within or extemal 
to Special Areas of 
Conservation. 

Activities that Interfere with 
river banks. 

Yes 

Atlantic 
Salmon 

River Barrow 
River Nore 
Lower River Sulr 

Activities that interfere with water qua1ity, 
levels or the river bed; 

Yes 

River Lamprey River Barrow 
River Nore 
Lower River Suir 

Activities that Interfere with water quality. 
levels or the river bed: 

Yes 

Brook Lampre) River Barrow 
River Nore 
Lower River Suir 

Activities that Interfere with water quality. 
levels or the river bed; 

Yes 

Sea Lamprey River Barrow 
River Nore 
Lower River Suir 

Activities that Interfere with water quality 
or the river bed - estuarine areas; 

Yes 
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Species Relevant Sites Actlvltes which could have 
Impacts on species 

Possible 
Impacts 
Identified? 
YfN 

Twaite Shad Lower River Suir Activities that interfere with water quality 
or the river bed - estuarine areas: 

No 

Crayfish Lower River Suir Activities that interfere with water quality 
or the river bed; 

No 

Freshwater 
Pearl Mussel 

River Barrow 
River Nore 
Lower River Suir 

Activities that Interfere with water quality, 
levels or the river bed ; 

Yes 

Nore 
Freshwater 
Pearl Mussel 

River Nore Activities that interfere with water quality, 
levels or the river bed ; 

Yes 

Conclusion: If the answer to all of the above is no, significant impacts on species can be ruled 
out. If the answer to any of the above is yes, then further information is likely to be required in 
relation to potential for impact on that particular species. Where potential impacts are identified on 
Otters or on Bats outside designated sites, then further information should be sought in the form of a 
species specific survey. In these cases, appropriate assessment is not required. 
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Habitats Directive Screening Conclusion Statement 

Development Type Part 8 

Development Location Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, 
Kilkenny City 

Natura 2000 sites within Impact zone 

Planning FIie Ref 

The site is not within a Zone of Impact ofthe 
River Nore SAC. 
P.8/5/21 

Description of the project 

Watentate Urban Park 
Describe how the project or plan (alone or In combination) could affect Natura 2000 slte(s). 

The Breagagh River, which is directly feeding into the River Nore SAC and SPA, lies 
approximalely 36 metres north / north east of this site boundary. As stonnwater drainage is via 
new infrastructure which will discharge via an existing interceptor to the Breagagh River, the 
impact on the River Nore needs to be further assessed. 

If there are potential Impacts, explain whether you consider If these are likely to be slgnlflcant. 

NIA 

Conclusion of assessment 
Having regard to the precautionary principle. It Is considered that: 

Significant Impacts can be ruled out or AA not required (if project is direcUy connected or necessary lo Management 

of Natura 2000 site (determined in consultation with NPWS)). 

or 

"LX Significant impacts are certain, likely or uncertain {cannot be ruled out), Natura Impact Stalement (NIS) is required. 

Project must be subject to appropriate assessment. 

Documentation reviewed for making of this statement. 

Appropriate Assessment Guidelines, 2009 I Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan 2014 - 2020 / 
Design Statement dated 30th August, 2021 

Completed By Arlene O'Connor, Senior Executive Planner 

Date 7/8/2011 
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APPENDIX D - NCBI SUBMISSION 



Submission to Kilkenny County Council Re: Watergate Urban Park 
Proposed Development 

By NCBI - Working for People with Sight Loss 

Introduction 

NCBI (National Council for the Blind of Ireland) is Ireland's national 
charity working for the rising number of people affected by blindness and 
vision impairment. At NCBI we are working every day with people of all 
ages, people with varying degrees of vision impairment and a smaller 
percentage of people who are blind. Census 2016 figures show that 
there are currently 54,81 Opeople with sight loss in Ireland and this 
number is rising [Source: Census (2016) Census 2016 Results: Profile 3 
-An Age Profile of Ireland. Available at www.cso.ie]. The demands on 
our services are increasing as the population ages and the incidence of 
age-related sight loss escalates. 

In the Design Statement for Watergate Urban Park the park is described 
as a redefining of Watergate Park into an urban park to provide "a set of 
flexible spaces that can be configured according to event users, or day 
to day users, using a combination of fixed and loose furniture to facilitate 
a change in use" (Design Statement, Pg., 3). In addition, the urban park 
is also being developed "to provide a thoroughfare for pedestrians and 
cyclists, linking Abbey Street and Parliament Street with the adjacent 
Abbey Quarter Development" an area that is "currently undergoing 
significant regeneration" (Design Statement, Pg., 3). 

This submission is benchmarked against the European Standards for 
Accessibility and Usability of the Built Environment; which were 
approved in November 2020 by the European Standardization 
Organisations CEN and CENELEC in the interest of best practice. These 
are the most current standards within a European context. These 
standards are applicable across the full spectrum of the built 
environment; and "are relevant to the design, construction, 
refurbishment or adaptation, and maintenance of built environments 
including outdoor pedestrian and urban environments" (European 
Standards for Accessibility and Usability in the Built Environment, Pg. 8). 
These standards are developed within the context of Universal Design 
principles to facilitate equitable and safe use for a wide range of people, 
including people with disabilities. 

As the Watergate Urban Park is adjacent to the Abbey Quarter it is 
imperative for accessibility and consistency that this area is developed 

www.cso.ie


within the same design principles. This will ensure that there is a whole 
journey or movement approach within the entire area ensuring that this 
area which is being regenerated is accessibly connected. The 
development of the area in an equitable way will greatly enhance the 
area's appeal to people of all ages with varying access requirements for 
social. economic, cultural and recreational purposes. 

This submission will address the following: (1) Thoroughfare for 
pedestrians and cyclists; (2) Consistent Ground Surface Materials; (3) 
Street Furniture (4) Visual and Colour Contrast; (5) Signage and (6) 
Lighting. 

Thoroughfare for pedestrians and cyclists 

In this submission we are working on the assumption that the through 
route for pedestrians and cyclists is a shared space. We would define a 
shared space as one where pedestrians share the space with a moving 
vehicle and this includes pedal bicycles, e-bikes and a-scooters. Within 
this shared space area where there will be freedom of movement for 
pedestrians and cyclists; consideration needs to be given to safety, 
navigation and the needs of people who do not feel safe using a shared 
space. According to the European Standards for Accessibility and 
Usability in the Built Environment "Pedestrian priority has to be achieved 
in any shared space design with safe coexistence for pedestrians, 
cyclists and motor vehicle drivers" (European Standards for Accessibility 
and Usability in the Built Environment, Pg. 82). 

In developing the throughfare consideration needs to be given to the 
provision of a comfort zone, an area which is designed for dedicated 
pedestrian use. The installation of a Braille Trail in this comfort zone will 
greatly enhance accessibility for people with access needs; including 
people who are vision impaired or blind. A Braille Trail can be described 
as a pathway of tiles with ridges to indicate the direction of travel along 
the trail; and tiles with raised dots warn of changes in direction or 
upcoming hazards. The Braille Trail tiles with ridges are approximately 
300mm in width. The Braille Trail is part of the overall design for the 
Abbey Quarter to provide accessible pathways and the continuation of 
the Braille Trail into the Watergate Urban Park is essential to ensure 
equitable access throughout the entire area. This accessible route would 
also benefit other people with access needs. including those with 
learning or cognitive impairments. As a wayfinding tool it would highlight 
the route with its distinctive texture and contrasting colour with the 



surrounding paving. It is critical that the 'comfort zone'/dedicated 
pedestrian pavement is of adequate width for the expected pedestrian 
density, is continuous between junctions and links with accessible 
designated pedestrian crossings. There should also be adequate space 
alongside the Braille Trail to provide an obstacle free route for other 
pedestrians including those who use a variety of mobility aids. It is 
imperative that consideration is given to extending the Braille Trail on 
those routes which connect the Watergate Urban Park with the city 
centre. 

Consistent Ground Surface Materials 

To assist people with sight loss in independent movement and way 
finding there needs to be a consistent use of ground surface materials 
on any throughfare or comfort zone in the Watergate Urban Park and on 
the routes that link the area to the broader city centre. This means that in 
each of these types of areas that the same materials are used to allow 
for easier identification of an area and its function. Confusion can result 
where different ground surface materials are used in areas with the 
same function throughout a scheme; as people with sight loss utilise the 
recognition of materials and textures underfoot to establish location. All 
ground surface materials should preferably be in a matt finish to prevent 
glare from daylight or artificial light; and surfaces should also be slip 
resistant and not appear to be slippery. Complex or busy patterns in 
paving should also be avoided as they can cause visual confusion. 

Street Furniture 

Street furniture, such as the permanent seating which is being planned 
for the Watergate Urban Park, needs to be of sufficient colour contrast to 
the base of the seating and to the ground surface material. The 
permanent seating should also have rounded rather than sharp edges to 
mitigate against injury if a pedestrian does walk into them. All street 
furniture should be regular in shape, extend all the way to the ground, 
and be positioned in a uniform pattern so that vision impaired/blind 
pedestrians do not unexpectedly come in contact with a piece of street 
furniture which could result in injury. 

Visual and Colour Contrast 

People with sight loss benefit from the use of colour contrasting 
materials to differentiate adjacent surfaces. Colour contrast also assists 
in identifying key features and their backgrounds such as street furniture, 



lighting poles and any other fixed structures on the ground; and the 
colours used should be non-reflective. Visually contrasting bands on 
bollards and items such as lighting poles assist with identification, and 
on tall poles two contrasting bands identifiable from a seated and 
standing position are required. (European Standards for Accessibility 
and Usability in the Built Environment, Pg. 68). Some people are unable 
to identify some or all colours. However as most people, including 
people with sight loss, can identify light and dark this could be used to 
achieve visual contrast. High visual contrast is required to facilitate the 
reading of signs and information. High visual contrast is also required to 
highlight potential hazards in the environment, such as the edges of 
steps, the edges of elevated areas such as the stage area, and loading 
bay(s). 

Signage 

It is essential that the signage used in the Watergate Urban Park is 
consistent in design and function to signage in the Abbey Quarter. This 
is to ensure that people are consistently provided with information 
regarding directions, orientation and general information about places of 
interest. In order for signs to be accessible consideration needs to be 
given to the functional placement of signs, to the size of lettering, the 
ability of signs to be read easily and to be understood; and the colour of 
the background and foreground on signs to provide good visual contrast; 
the inclusion of audio and tactile features on signs to assist with 
wayfinding and to provide information. Directional and information 
signage is required to be available in accessible formats and to be 
located at the start of accessible routes or at junctions where 
navigational information is required. To enhance access to signs it is 
important that they are placed where it is possible to get close to them 
but where, in doing so, other pedestrians are not impeded. Braille and 
raised tactile signs are accessible when they are positioned at a suitable 
height and angle to be easily read with a finger; braille should be easily 
located on a sign, raised, domed and comfortable to touch. In addition, 
raised tactile letters, figures and symbols should contrast visually with 
the sign to be easily read and understood. Illumination of signs is 
important so that signs are recognisable and functional at night. It is 
important that illumination of signs does not produce glare; and this 
depends on how the sign is placed, the material and the illumination. In 



addition the placement of signs is important so that shadows are not 
created by lighting. (European Standards for Accessibility and Usability 
in the Built Environment, Pg. 52- 56.) 

Lighting 

It is imperative that the Lighting Strategy developed for the Abbey 
Quarter is extended to include the Watergate Urban Park. This is 
necessary to ensure a safe environment which allows inter-visibility of all 
those who use the area. Lighting is critical in assisting with wayfinding in 
the winter months where the days are shorter, along routes and also at 
pedestrian crossings. It is critical that lighting is adequate for the nature 
and activity of spaces and that it highlights the main route(s) for people 
to follow. It is imperative that "accessible routes have adequate uniform 
lighting across the whole length and width of the route to ensure safe 
and easy use of the route in dark conditions and facilitate orientation and 
wayfinding". (European Standards for Accessibility and Usability in the 
Built Environment, Pg. 64 ). Increased illumination is required at 
junctions, to illuminate street furniture and other fixed structure; and to 
highlight other areas where individuals' safety may be at risk. In addition, 
care needs to be taken to minimise glare while maximising contrast. 

I 

Conclusion 

The submission covers essential elements of design which are required 
within the Watergate Urban Park to facilitate equitable and safe use of 
the space for people who are blind or vision impaired, ensuring such 
individuals can freely participate in the economic, cultural and social life 
of the city. This is essential in order to facilitate freedom of movement for 
all individuals regardless of access needs in this area of the city which is 
undergoing extensive regeneration. The implementation of these design 
principles is an opportunity to extend best practice beyond the Abbey 
Quarter Urban Park and Street, and will benefit Kilkenny residents and 
visitors, and support local economic activity and the tourism industry. 

Submission prepared by: Geraldine Coyle, NCBI. Contact Details: 
geraldine.coyle@ncbi.ie National Call Number: 1800 911 250. 

Further Information: Chantelle Smith, National Access and Mobility 
Manager, NCBI. Contact Details: hello@possibilitylab.ie National Call 
Number: 1800 911 250. 
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APPENDIX E - PLANNER'S REPORT 



Comhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh 
Kilkenny County Council 

Planning Report 

To : Tim Butler, Director of Services 

From: Arlene 0' Connor, Senior Executive Planner 

Date: 11/1/2022 Part VIII Ref: PS/05/21 

Re: Planning report on proposed Watergate Urban Park, Watergate Theatre, 
Parliament Street, Kilkenny City. 

Part VIII Proposal 
The proposal is for a redevelopment of the Watergate Park to an Urban Park. This Park wiII 
have the provision of a set of flexible spaces that can be configured according to event users, 
or a day to day usage, using both fixed and loose furniture to facilitate this change ofuse. The 
project also aims to provide a throughfare for pedestrians and cyclists, linking Abbey Street 
and Parliament Street with the adjacent Abbey Quarter Development. 

Zoning 
The site faIIs within a zoning of 'General Business·, within the Kilkenny City and County 
Development Plan 2021 - 2027, with an objective to provide for general development. 
The Permissable Uses as defined under Section 2.9.5 ofthe City and County Development Plan 
are dwellings, retailing, retail warehousing, wholesale outlets, offices, 
public buildings or places of assembly, cultural or educational buildings, recreational 
buildings, halting sites, hotels, motels, guest houses, clubs, private garages, open spaces, 
public service instaIIations, medical and related consultants, restaurants, public houses, coffee 
shops / cafes, petrol stations, car parks, haIIs or discotheques and other uses as permitted and 
open for consideration in residential zoning. 
Uses also outlined in the Abbey Quarter Masterplan and Urban Design Code within the Abbey 
Quarter Area. 
Those uses open for consideration are open space, workshop or light industry. 

Thus this Urban Park would fall under an open space and is therefore acceptable on this zoned 
land. 

Heritage 
Protected Str11ct11re - None in the immediate area. 
Recorded Mon11111ent- None on or immediately bounding the site. 
ACA -The site faIIs within the city centre Architectural Conservation Area. 
SAC - The site is approximately 3 5 metres from the Breagagh River to the north west, a feeding 
tributary of the River Nore cSAC, which lies due east of this site. 
pNHA - The site is not within any pNHA. 
Zo11e ofArc/1aeologica/ Potential -The site is located within the Zone ofArchaeological 
Potential, 'KK.019-026 City', established under the National Monuments Act. 



EIA Conclusion 
A preliminary examination of the nature, size and location of the proposed development has 
been carried out which determines that there is no real likelihood ofsignificant effects on the 
environment arising from the proposed development. It is therefore concluded that an 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) is not required. 

AA Screening 
The Planning Authority as the competent authority carried out an Appropriate Assessment 
Screening Report on this application. This concluded that as storm water drainage is via new 
infrastructure which will discharge via an existing interceptor to the Breagagh River, the impact 
on the River Nore needs to be further assessed. 

The Design Statement for this proposal states in Section 7.1 that as part of this project and 
collectively with projects planned or permitted on adjacent lands, i.e. the Brewhouse 
refurbishment and Horsebarrack Lane improvement scheme, a new I 50mm dia. pvc pipe will 
be laid across Horsebarrack Lane to the rear ofthe Theatre. Presently there are no formal storm 
water drainage facilities on the site itself with the current park and the loading dock at the rear 
ofthe Theatre draining via overland flow to Horsebarrack Lane. Thus this scheme will be 
improving drainage in this area for an existing flow, rather than increasing loading on drainage 
facilities in this area. 

Relevant Planning Policy and Guidelines 
Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 202 I - 2027 

Planning History 
P.00/990137- Permission granted to the Watergate Theatre Ltd for a new extension and' 
associated site works. 

Pre-Planning Advice 
The following was advisable in relation to the future proposal for the Watergate Urban Park; 

• The site layout plan should indicate clearly lighting proposed through the park, surface 
water drainage details and full specifications ofall hard and soft landscaping. 

• The Breagagh River, which is directly feeding into the River Nore SAC and 
SPA, lies approximately 36 metres north / north east of this site boundary. 
As stormwater drainage is via new infrastructure which will discharge via 
an existing interceptor to the Breagagh River, the impact on the River Nore 
needs to be further assessed in an Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
by a qualified ecologist. 

• Due to the site being within the City Centre Architectural Conservation Area, an 
Architectural Heritage Impact Assessment (AHIA) is required along with a Visual 
Assessment of the proposed development, assessing the impact of this proposal on the 
ACA within which it is located. This AHIA should be carried out by a Conservation 
Architect. 

• Due to the site being in the Zone of Archaeological Potential, 'KK019-026 City', 
established under the National Monuments Act, it is recommended that an 
archaeological assessment is carried out in relation to this proposal. 

• A photomontage ofhow the proposed Urban Park will present itself on this site would 
be beneficial with the Part 8 application. 



Third Party Submissions 
This Part VIII proposal was placed on public display from Monday I st November, 202 l to 
Friday 10th December, 2021 and 1 submission was received during this timeframe. 

National Co1111cilfor the Blind ofIreland (NCBI) 
This submission addresses several areas such as the thoroughfare for pedestrians and cyclists, 
consistent ground surface materials, street furniture, visual and colour contrast, signage and 
lighting. This submission talks about this being a shared space area, but consideration needs 
to be given to safety, navigation and the needs ofpeople who do not feel safe using a shared 
space. Suggestions as to a Comfort Zone and a Braille Trail within this zone is suggested and 
that this zone be an obstacle free route for those with mobility issues. 
Consistent ground surface materials are also suggested, rather than complex or busy patterns 
ofground surface, which can cause visual confusion. 
All street furniture needs to be design with visually impaired / blind persons in mind, so as to 
prevent injury. 
High visual contrast is required to facilitate the reading ofsigns and information as well as 
allowing persons with visual impairment to highlight potential hazards in the environment. 
Lighting is important within this space to allow accessible routes with safe and easy use in dark 
conditions and facilitating orientation and wayfinding. 

Internal and External Departmental Submissions 
Roads - No objection to this proposal, subject to conditions. 
Conservatio11 Officer - Supports this proposal, subject to a condition regarding the works 
being overseen by an Archaeologist, due to the site being within the zone of archaeological 
potential in Kilkenny City. 
Department ofHousing, Local Govern111e11t and Heritage - No report received. 
E11viro11me11t- No report received. 
An Taisce- No report received. 

Assessment 
This proposal is to redevelop the Watergate Park into an Urban Park. The use is proposed 
primarily as an outdoor seating space with sheltered areas to be provided to cater for inclement 
weather conditions. The use of the Park as an outdoor entertainment area will also be utilised 
sporadically throughout the year, coinciding with festivals and local events. A raised stage 
area is required in order to facility outdoor performances and this will be covered by a roofand 
will be such that it could accommodate temporary lighting and sound equipment. An outdoor 
power supply that can be used for all potential events in this area will also be provided. 
This park will have the provision of a set of flexible spaces that can be configured according 
to event users, or a day to day usage, using both fixed and loose furniture to facilitate this 
change ofuse. 
Presently the site is a small urban park space with parking facilities also and a mobile phone 
infrastructural kiosk is also present. The site bounds Horse Barrack Lane and Parliament 
Street. The project aims to provide a thoroughfare for pedestrians and cyclists, linking Abbey 
Street and Parliament Street with the adjacent Abbey Quarter Development. 
The entrance to Parliament Street will have a canopy to allow for a shelter for inclement 
weather but the entrance from Horse Barrack Lane will be more open. The boundary on the 
northern side of the site will be a 6 metre high timber screen with vertical strip lighting 
incorporated. 



On the southern boundary, the timber screen will incorporate a facility for temporary lighting 
and sound equipment. This boundary will screen the rear of the existing hostel along this 
boundary. 
As part of the proposal the unloading area within the car park will be maintained and it is 
intended to provide a number ofparking spaces in the underutilised grass area to the rear of the 
Theatre, namely 1 no. accessible space, 2 no. EV charging spaces and 5 no. standard short term 
parking bays ( 10). In order to carry out such works, the existing mobile phone kiosk will be 
replaced by a smaller unit and the concrete loading dock behind the Theatre will be removed 
and replaced with a new hydraulically operated folding loading dock. In relation to servicing 
and delivery facilities for the Theatre, an Autotrack Swept Path Assessment has been carried 
out for this the new loading bay. 

In relation to existing drainage, the current park drains via overland flow to Horse Barrack 
Lane as does the loading dock to the rear of the Theatre. New stormwater drainage 
infrastructure is planned to serve existing permitted developments in the immediate vicinity of 
this site and it is proposed that a new 150mm dia. Pvc pipe at l: l 00 will be laid across Horse 
Barrack Lane to the rear of the Theatre. These new storm water drainage facilities will benefit 
this site and connect to the existing storm water sewers within the Abbey Quarter site which 
discharge via an existing interceptor to the adjacent River Breagagh. The stormwater 
management system for this site will incorporate as much as feasible SuDS (Sustainable Urban 
Drainage System). 
A small attenuation area is proposed in what is a grassed area to the rear of the Theatre, 
designed to cater for the volumes of storm water associated with 30 year and 100 year events. 
The tank will have a capacity of 11m3 for the 100 year event. 

A submission from the National Council for the Blind was received and the points raised have 
been noted. The current practice is that all public realm works undertaken in the City by 
Kilkenny County Council conform to universal design standards and this deals with the 
accessibility issues raised. 

The Conservation Officer requests that all works be overseen by an archaeologist due to the 
site being in an Architectural Conservation Area and in the Zone of Archaeological Potential 
in the city and this can be a condition of this Part 8. 

The Roads Design Office request that a Construction and Traffic Management Plan of the 
proposed development be implemented during the construction phase and public lighting be 
LED technology, with lighting columns set a minimum of450mm from the edge ofany shared 
surface. All roadmarkings and signage should be in accordance with the Traffic Signs Manual, 
2019 and the proposed pivot seats should be positioned that they cannot encroach the pedestrian 
and cyclist routes on the southern side of the park. A Road Opening Licence is also required 
in respect of all works affecting the public road. It is also requested that the detailed layout at 
the interfaces of the proposed development with the public road be subject to agreement with 
the Area Engineers office. These can be a term ofcondition of this Part 8 project. 

In relation to the redevelopment ofthis underutilised space to an Urban Park with the potential 
ofthoroughfares from Parliament Street to Horse Barrack Lane and to the Abbey Quarter Site 
as well as having the potential to create a vibrant usable space which can hold different events, 
the Planning Authority look favourably upon this redevelopment project in Kilkenny City. 



Recommendation 
The Planning Authority recommend that this Part 8 application for the proposed Watergate 
Urban Park, Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny City, be approved by Kilkenny 
County Council, subject to the following requirements. 

I. All groundworks, any new foundations and drainage works shall be overseen by an 
Archaeologist working under licence from the National Monument Service. 

2. A Construction and Traffic Management Plan for the proposed development shall be 
implemented during the construction phase 

3. Public lighting shall be LED technology, with lighting columns set a minimum of 
450mm from the edge ofany shared surface. 

4. All roadmarkings and signage shall be in accordance with the Traffic Signs Manual, 
2019. 

5. The proposed pivot seats shall be positioned that they cannot encroach the pedestrian 
and cyclist routes on the southern side of the park. 

6. A Road Opening Licence is required in respect ofall works affecting the public road. 
7. The detailed layout at the interfaces of the proposed development with the public road 

shall be subject to agreement with the Area Engineers office. 

Date: 24/1/'22 

Date: 25/1/'22 
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ADJACENT SITE TO 4◄ SCREEN PARK USES 

5 

CROSS MEMBERS DESIGNED TO 
SUPPORT TEMPORARY ADDITION OF' 
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REDU RING ACCESS BY 
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3. CAPPING RAIL 18 X 194 X 1830 THERMOWOOO' PAR 
4. SCREENING F'RAME 90 x 90 MM SEC TlON 
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DOUBLE BEVEL PROrlLE THERI.IOWOOO ' STAGGERED 
JOINT ARRANGEI.IENT. 
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SPECIF'iCATION 
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Hard landscaping context: Sample planting: 

Proposed pavemenl for 
Horse Barrack Lane 

Proposed hard landscaping 
Watergate Urban Park: 
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Footpath finish on 
Par1iamenl Street 

PROPOSED ACO 
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.,1.:.,( _ m1CONCRETE SURROUND.SIZE 
TO SLOT DRAIN UANUFACl\JR:RS 
SPEClflCATIOH 

Sample planting scheme-To 
support pollinators and urban b.rds 

Proposed pavemenl for 
Horse Barrack Lane 

Footpath finish on 
PMiament Streel­
Near ex,stlng park 
entrance 

Sample planting scheme- To 
support pollinators and urban birds 

Watergate Theater entrance 
paving 

Side streets cobblestone pavirig 

Pavement and drain detail: Scale 1:10 

Sample panting scheme- To 
support pollinators and urban birds 

Common lypes of publ c surface found throughout KIikenny and on the boundary of the Walergale 
Urban Park site. 
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	TO: AN CATHAOIRLEACH & EACH MEMBER OF KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL 
	RE: WATERGATE URBAN PARK, PARLIAMENT STREET, KILKENNY CITY PART VIII PLANNING REFERENCE: PART 8 05/21 
	Plamiing & Development Acts 2000 (as amended) and Part VIII oftl,e Plam1ing & Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) 
	DATE: 15h February, 2022. 
	1

	Dear Councillor, 
	In accordance with Section 179 of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended and Part VIII of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001, as amended, Kilkenny County Council hereby gives notice of its intention to carry out the following development: 
	PART VIII -WATERGATE URBAN PARK, PARLIAMENT STREET, KILKENNY CITY 
	I attach herewith Report of the Director of Services together with the Planner's Report. I am satisfied that the proposed development is consistent with proper planning and sustainable development of the area and consistent with the provisions of the County Development Plan 2021 -2027. 
	I recommend that Kilkenny County Council proceed with the proposed development in accordance with the plans made available for public inspection and taking into account the recommendations made by the Planning and other Service Deparbnents. 
	/~~~-~ 
	Colette Byrne Chief Executive 
	T-056 7794000 F -056 7794004 
	www.kilkennycoco.ie 
	e-info@kilkennycoco.ie 
	www.kilkenny.ie 
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	Watergate Urban Park, Parliament Street, Kilkenny City 
	4th February 2022 
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	Design Statement 
	1.0 BACKGROUND 
	1.0 BACKGROUND 
	Kilkenny County Council has commissioned PLACE+ U to develop the 'Watergate Urban Park'. This project seeks to redefine Watergate Park, Parliament Street, Kilkenny with the provision of a setof flexible spaces that can be configured according to event users, or day to day users, using a combination of fixed and loose furniture to facilitate a change in use. 
	This development will see the Watergate Park redeveloped to provide an Urban Park. The project aims to provide a thoroughfare for pedestrians and cyclists, linking Abbey Street and Parliament Street with the adjacent Abbey Quarter Development. 

	2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 
	2.0 SITE DESCRIPTION 
	The site is located to the South of the Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny. The site area measures approx. 1025Il'l2 (0.1 hectares). The site rises in an east -west direction from 45m AOD approx. at Horsebarrack Lane to 46.Sm AOD at Parliament Street. 
	It is currently used as a parking facility with a small Urban Park space to Parliament Street. The area for the new carparking is currently a loading dock and grass surfaced area at the rear of the Watergate Theatre which contains a mobile phone infrastructure kiosk which is to be replaced with a smaller unit. The site is bounded to the East and West by Horse Barrack Lane and Parliament Street respectively, with entrances from both the East and West. The boundary on the East is a high wire fence, and on the

	3.0 PLANNING HISTORY 
	3.0 PLANNING HISTORY 
	The site at Parliament Street, Gardens, Kilkenny has no previous planning applications or planning history. 
	3 1Page 
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	4.0 DESIGN BRIEF 
	4.0 DESIGN BRIEF 
	The Park is designed to be accessible by pedestrians and cyclists with a through route between Horse Barrack Lane and Parliament Street. 
	The provision for outdoor seating is an important aspect of the scheme. Permanent seating is to be provided that will not impact on the entertainment aspect of the venue, when in use. Consideration is to be given to suitable temporary seating when events are taking place. 
	While the use of this area is primarily as an outdoor seating space, sheltered areas such as canopies or similar are to be provided to cater for inclement weather conditions. 
	-

	The use of the park as an outdoor entertainment area is likely to be sporadic throughout the year, coinciding with festivals and events. A raised stage area is required in order to facilitate outdoor performances. This shall be covered by a roof and have the structural integrity to accommodate temporary lighting and sound equipment. An outdoor power supply that can be used for all potential events in this area is to be provided. 
	Sufficient public lighting is to be provided to ensure the safe use of the park throughout the whole day. Consideration is to be given to the use of feature lighting and coloured lighting that may enhance the night-time aesthetics and amenity of the park. 
	The project sees the removal of most of the existing parking provision, but the retention of some parking is to be considered adjacent to Horse Barrack Lane. Future parking provisions should include two e-charging bays, a disabled bay and a small number ofshort-term spaces, to accommodate customers of the local businesses. The Watergate Theatre has a loading bay to the rear, but this is designed for larger vehicles. Smaller vehicles such as vans often load/ unload from the fire exit that opens onto the car 
	The boundaries of the site will be finished in a manner that is in keeping with the design of the Park. The drainage design for the Park will be in regard to the aesthetic nature of the Park and avoid cumbersome looking infrastructure, such as large gratings and uncamouflaged manhole covers. 
	4 1 Page 
	5.0 GENERAL DESIGN STRATEGY 
	5.0 GENERAL DESIGN STRATEGY 
	The primary objective is to provide an Urban Park, creating a link between Abbey Street and Parliament Street with the adjacent Abbey Quarter Development, for cyclists and pedestrians. Watergate Urban Park also strives to provide outdoor seating for everyday use, as well as selective use for outdoor performances. 
	Kilkenny County Council is committed to the development of an aesthetic and multi­functional Urban Park, for civic engagement in this area, from people navigating through the site, to people spectating at an outdoor performance. It must have the ability to adapt to changes in use at different intervals, such as times of festivals and performances. It must be welcoming and secure. Visual aesthetic is important in this proposal in all aspects from drainage to planting. 
	Consultations were held with various festival committees and organisers in Kilkenny, in addition to the management of the adjoining Watergate Theatre. A detailed brief analysis and site analysis process informed the general design strategy and identified the attitude to the site as a whole. This then led to a direct walking/ cycling route through the site, with a slight curve to soften the rigidity of the proposed route. The walking route will differ from the other hard pavement of the park in only the dire
	The seating area makes use of dynamic seating that can be pivoted around a fixed point, to allow the layout of the site to change, for example in the event of a performance. The seating is designed in such a manner that it cannot inhibit the space of the walking route, leaving the route clear for cyclists and pedestrians at all times. A substantial number of the benches will be age friendly enabled through the addition of back rests and arm rests. 
	The entrance on the Parliament Street boundary is formed under a canopy that invites people into the site through a set ofcompression and release spaces, and also functions as a shelter for inclement weather. This canopy is composed of a steel frame structure clad in polycarbonate sheeting, to allow light to filter through. The entrance from Horse Barrack Lane is much more open, allowing for more space for free-flowing furniture in this area. The park will be open and fully accessible at normal times but ma
	The Park can accommodate a variety of different performance requirements and capacities, both seating and standing e.g. proscenium stage (capacity 75/100) thrust stage (capacity 125/150) and other less formal performance arrangements (capacity 20 to 200). 
	The boundary treatments of the site on the North side adjoining the Watergate Theatre consists of a six-meter-high timber screen with vertical strip lighting incorporated. This screen aims to provide privacy for the Watergate performers as they make their 
	SI Page 
	way from the backstage area to the proposed outdoor performance area, whilst also screening some of the services that are attached to the Theatre itself that would take from the aesthetic of the site. 
	The outdoor performance space incorporates the boundary screen into the opening for the stage, meaning when there are no performances on site, the screen is fully closed, giving the affect that it is seamless. The proscenium arch is 6000 x 3700mm with accordion style folding doors, to allow the stage to become part of the park. There is a temporary roof for the thrust stage which protrudes 1500mm from the boundary screen when put in place. 
	Lighting is incorporated in both the boundary screen and along the South line of the pavement, which is the route through the site. Lighting will ensure the safety of the park users at all times of day. The lighting along the pavement will be of the wand type, in keeping with the contemporary aesthetic of the Urban Park. 
	On the South boundary, the timber screen incorporates a facility for temporary lighting, and sound equipment for future external events. This boundary treatment also functions as a screen to the rear of the hostel along this site boundary. 
	The planting and soft landscaping of the site are designed to become micro-habitats for insects and urban birds. The feature tree in the middle of the site functions as both an aesthetic piece and shelter under the canopy. 
	6I Page 
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	6.0 TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT 
	6.0 TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT 
	6.1 Access There is no vehicular access planned as part of the development of the new Urban Park, however as part of the works it is planned to provide new parking at the rear of the Theatre to compensate for parking previously proposed within the Urban Park area as part of the Brewhouse refurbishment project. 
	Vehicular access to the park for emergency vehicles and servicing will be via Parliament Street & Horsebarrack Lane. 
	Currently the Watergate Theatre benefits from vehicular access to the rear and side for deliveries and servicing. There is a large concrete loading dock at the rear of the Theatre which facilitates large scale HGV deliveries for touring companies that use the Theatre. This loading dock is used only a few times per year with the HGV reversing (under supervision) from Parliament Street/ Irishtown to the loading dock. 
	The Theatre also benefits from an unloading area within the former carpark, for smallerdaily/ weekly deliveries by cars, vans andsmall trucks. As partof the works, it is proposed to maintain these facilities for the Theatre as set out below. 


	6.2 Parking 
	6.2 Parking 
	As part of the proposals, it is intended to provide a number of parking spaces on the underutilised grass area at the rear of the Theatre. These spaces may for example include 1 no. accessible space, and 9 no. standard short term parking bays, as per the indicative layout on the drawings. Electric Vehicle charging points will not be provided as they are not recommended for short stay parking such as these spaces. 
	In order to facilitate these works the existing mobile phone kiosk will be replaced by a smaller unit by the operator and the concrete loading dock at the rear of the Theatre, which is not suitable for the Theatre's current needs, will be removed and replaced with a new hydraulically operated folding loading dock. 
	With these works carried out the new parking area can be developed; the new layout is shown on drawing 0005. 

	6.3 Servicing/ Deliveries 
	6.3 Servicing/ Deliveries 
	Servicing and delivery facilities will be maintained for the Theatre. Firstly the loading area in the former carpark will be retained within the new Urban Park, the area will be directly accessible form Horsebarrack Lane, where the delivery vehicles will be able to reverse (under supervision) into the loading bay to gain access to the side gate of the Theatre. 
	71 Puge 
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	An Autotrack Swept Path assessment has been carried for this loading bay to demonstrate that the bay can be accessed safely, this is detailed on drawing 0004 attached. 
	For the large Theatre set up deliveries, which will occur only a few times each year, the new hydraulically operated loading dock will be deployed, this will require that access to 2 no. of the proposed short term parking spaces will be restricted for a short period while the HGV accesses and parks at the loading dock. 
	An Autotrack Swept Path assessment has been carried for the HGV access to the loading dock, to demonstrate that the bay can be accessed safely, this is detailed on drawing 0005 attached. 
	It is anticipated that access to the accessible and EV parking spaces and some of the short-term parking bays can be maintained while the HGV is unloading, this can be seen on drawing 0005. 
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	7.0 STORM WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
	7.0 STORM WATER MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 


	7.1 Existing Drainage 
	7.1 Existing Drainage 
	There are currently no formal storm water drainage facilities on the site itself, the current park drains via overland flow to Horsebarrack Lane and similarly the load dock at the rear of the Theatre has no formal drainage. 
	Surrounding the site as part of the Abbey Quarter development in Kilkenny City there are a number of projects currently on site or planned for the near future including the Brewhouse refurbishment and Horsebarrack Lane improvement scheme as well as the future extension and refurbishment of the Mayfair. 
	As part of these projects new stormwater drainage infrastructure is planned as shown on the attached drawing 0005, this new infrastructure will include a new 150mm dia. pvc pipe at 1:100 laid across Horsebarrack Lane to the rear of the Theatre. 
	Also included as part of these new works are new ACO MlOOD and M150D channel drains as shown on the attached drawings. 
	The new storm water drainage facilities will connect to the existing storm water sewers within the Abbey Quarter site (formerly Smithwick's Brewery) which discharge via an existing interceptor to the adjacent River Breagagh. 

	7.2 Proposed Storm Water Management 
	7.2 Proposed Storm Water Management 
	As part of the new park development, it is proposed to implement a Storm water management system that incorporates as much as possible sustainable urban drainage system (SuDS) features. 
	As partof the storm water management design an assessment of various suds features was carried out, with the following outcomes. 
	The site due to its urban location, constrained size and extent ofexisting and proposed structures was not deemed suitable for large scale infiltration via soakaways or infiltration blankets. 
	The use of rain gardens, filter strips, swales and bio retention areas were also investigated and due to the restrictions imposed on the site, in terms of regarding the site levels for drainage by shallow ESB duct infrastructure (cover to ducts is as low as 100 -400mm) means that these elements were also excluded. 
	The remaining suds features that are available and will be incorporated in the park development include permeable paving and storm water attenuation with interception storage. 
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	7.3 Gravity System 
	7.3 Gravity System 
	There is no pipe network included in the park design, again due to site constraints a system of channel drains has been identified as the most appropriate solution for the gravity drainage system within the Park. 
	These channel drains have been selected based on manufacturers published data and designed to have sufficient capacity for rainfall events in accordance with the Modified Rational Method, utilising rainfall data for Kilkenny from Met Eireann. 
	The storm frequency proposed is 1 in 5 year, thereby ensuring an appropriate level of service for the storm drainage system. The time of entry proposed is 4 minutes in accordance with Recommendations for Site Development Works. 
	The channel drains to be adopted are Ml00D & M150D ACO (or equivalent) channel drains with slotted inlets. The channel drains will be a combination of constant invert drains laid to falls with the site and also sloping invert drains laid along the boundary with Horsebarrack lane where gradients are shallow. 
	The channel drain systems will be provided with silt boxes for cleaning and maintenance in accordance with the manufacturers recommendations. 
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	7.4 Attenuation Design 
	7.4 Attenuation Design 
	As the site is not deemed suitable for infiltration drainage systems and given that the park area is being upgraded in terms of paving and formal drainage and includes the conversion of a grassed area at the rear of the Theatre, it has been deemed appropriate to include a small scale attenuation system with the drainage designs. 
	This attenuation system will also help mitigate impacts from the upgraded park drainage on the existing 150mm storm water sewers in the area and prevent overloading of these sewers. 
	The storm water flow from the attenuation systems will be controlled by means of hydro brake flow control devices which will have a maximum outflow equivalent to the green field run off. 
	The level of outfall from the site has been set at 51/ s which is much less that the existing urban run-off from the site which is estimate at approx. 14 l/s based on rainfall intensity of 50mm/hr. 
	The storm water attenuation systems will consist of proprietary underground geo­cellular tank systems fully engineered for silt control, cleaning and maintenance and designed to cater for the volumes associated with the 30-year and 100-year events. Typical details are shown in drawing 0015/0016. 
	The tank will have a capacity of 11m3 for the 100 year event as shown in the design sheet included with this note. 
	As part of the stormwater management system and in order to comply with the GDSDS (Greater Dublin Strategic Drainage Study), it is intended to prevent the first 5mm of rainfall, generated from the park from reaching the public sewers, by providing interception storage. 
	The attenuation systems will include an isolator row for the interception, storage and infiltration of the first flush from the park as recommended. It is proposed to provide this storage/ infiltration capacity in a stone layer provided as part of the attenuation system. 

	7.5 Permeable Paving 
	7.5 Permeable Paving 
	It is proposed that the new parking bays will be provided with a permeable paving system which will be unlined to allow infiltration to ground. A total of 116m2 of permeable paving is to be provided. 
	It has been found that the quality of water discharged from permeable paving is comparable to that discharged from a modem day wastewater treatment plant. The 
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	stone layers and geotextile at the base act as a trickle filter which catches organic matter, silt and loam. Hydrocarbons are digested within the sub-base by a population of naturally occurring microbes. 
	It has been determined by specialist suppliers that approximately 30% of water entering the permeable paving system is lost through evaporation and will never leave the system in the form of exit water. Furthermore, it is estimated here that an additional 30 -40% of water entering the permeable paving system shall be lost through soil absorption together with evapotranspiration. 
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	8.0 CONSULTATION PROCESS 
	8.0 CONSULTATION PROCESS 
	8.1 Public Consultation Process 
	8.1 Public Consultation Process 
	The proposed development at Watergate Park was available for public consultation from Monday November 1st 2021 until Friday November 26th 2021 inclusive. The latest time and date for receipt of submissions on the development was 4.00pm on Friday December 10th 2021. 

	8.2 Parking Provision/ Site Boundary 
	8.2 Parking Provision/ Site Boundary 
	Parking provision has been increased at the request of Kilkenny County Council to include 10 no. standard short stay parking spaces and one accessible parking space. This has resulted in a minor revision to the Site Boundary to the North of the site, which is incorporated into the latest Part 8 Drawings. 

	8.3 Submission from NCBI (National Council for the Blind of Ireland) 
	8.3 Submission from NCBI (National Council for the Blind of Ireland) 
	The submission made by NCBI was reviewed by the design team to ensure that all . aspects of the park would comply with best practice, as set out in the foJlowing 
	sections. 
	Comfort Zone & Braille Trail The detailing of Watergate Urban Park will ensure the continuity of the Abbey Quarter Braile Trail in its hardscape design. The Braille Trail will be integrated into the main route, or thoroughfare, through the site and will help to define the comfort zone. The comfort zone will follow the southern side of the main route through the site, and the Braille Trail will be located along its southern edge. The detailing of the Braille Trail unit will be consistent with the units alrea
	Obstacle Free 
	The full width of the main route through, including the comfort zone will be maintained free of obstacles during regular, everyday use. Occasionally, during programmed, curated events access to the site will be controlled for all visitors and this main route through will be suspended until the event is over. During these events, the swivel seating proposed as part of the scheme may be unlocked and rotated to occupy parts of the main route space while it's function as a through route is temporarily suspended
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	Surface Materials 
	Surface materials for Watergate Park will be consistent with adjacent schemes and will avoid visually confusing patterns and colour selections. In order to tie-in with the proposed paving scheme to Horse Barrack Lane, the main route through the site will use a similar palette of 300 x 100 silver granite paving units in a simple running bond, laid traverse to the direction of travel. The seating area within the Park will use 600 x 200 granite units in a blend of silver and mid-grey to match that used along H
	Street Furniture 
	There are three types of seating proposed for Watergate Urban Park; seating integrated into a timber island planter, seating integrated to the boundary planting and seating that is designed to pivot to allow for alternative configurations during programmed space events. In addition, there will be a copy covering part of the route through and event space. Other minor site furnishings such as litter bins and fonts will be selected and located at detail design. All site furnishings will be detailed and specifi
	Signage & Lighting The detailed design and specification of lighting will be consistent with those in current and future use in the vicinity of Watergate Park. Any signage within Watergate Park will adhere to the signage language and palette of fixtures in use across the Abbey Quarter. 
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	Figure
	Kilkenny County Council's Intention Regarding Proposed Development 
	Proposed Development: Part 8 Proposal Watergate Urban Park, Parliament Street, Kilkenny. 
	I recommend that Kilkenny County Council proceed with the proposed development in accordance with the plans made available for public inspection and taking into account the recommendations made by the Planning and other Service Departments. 
	SIGNED 
	Figure
	Tim Butler, Director of Services. 
	Figure
	Ian Gardner, Senior Engineer. 
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	APPENDIX B -EIA SCREENING DETERMINATION 
	To: Tim Butler, Director of Services 
	From: Arlene 0' Connor, Senior Executive Planner 
	Proposal: Part VIII proposal -Watergate Urban Park at Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny. 
	Re: Environmental Impact Assessment -Screening for Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 
	Planning Legislation: 
	Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2021, Schedule 5, Part I and 2 European Union {Planning and Development) (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 Article 75 which amends Article 120 ofthe Planning and Development Regulations 2001-2021 Planning and Development Act 2000 -2021 
	Characteristics of Project 
	Under this Part VIII proposal, Kilkenny County Council are proposing to create a new Watergate Urban 
	Park which will provide for: An urban park, creating a link between Abbey Street and Parliament Street with the adjacent Abbey Quarter Development, for cyclists and pedestrians. Outdoor seating for everyday use will also be provided, as well as selective use for outdoor performances. The entrance on the Parliament Street side ofthis urban park is formed under a canopy, composed ofa steel frame structure clad in polycarbonate sheeting, to allow light filter through but which can also act as a shelter during 
	Location 
	The new urban park is proposed on lands immediately adjacent to the Watergate Theatre, to the south, east and north east ofthe building, bounding both Parliament Street and Horse Barrack Lane. Presently the lands are used as a parking area with a small open space area. There is a mobile phone infrastructure kiosk on the car parking area presently, and this will be replaced with a smaller unit. 
	Type and characteristics of potential impact 
	From assessing the documentation associated with the proposed Urban Park, it is considered that the proposed development works are significantly below sub threshold Part 2 activities and having regard to the environmental sensitivities of this area and the potential impacts based on the following environmental factors; 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Population and human health 

	• 
	• 
	Biodiversity, with particular attention to special and habitats protected under the Birds and Habitats Directives 

	• 
	• 
	Land, soil, water, air and the landscape 

	• 
	• 
	Climate 

	• 
	• 
	Interaction between above 

	• 
	• 
	Expected effects from relevant major accidents and I or disasters 


	it is detennined that no Environmental Impact Assessment Report is required. 
	An Appropriate Assessment Screening report was also carried out by the Planning Authority, in relation to the proposed Part VIII works at the Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street in Kilkenny City and these concluded that significant impacts on any Natura 2000 site cannot be ruled out therefore it was determined that a Stage I Appropriate Assessment Screening Report is required in relation to this project. 
	Conclusion 
	Conclusion 
	It is determined that based on the above preliminary examination, there is no real likelihood of significant effects on the environment arising from the proposed development works which are for a new Watergate Urban Park and therefore it is recommended that no Environmental Impact Assessment Report is required for this Part VIII proposal at the Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny. 
	Signed: Arlene O' Connor, Senior Executive Planner, Kilkenny County Council. 7/9/2021 
	APPENDIX C -AA SCREENING 
	Habitats Directive Project Screening Assessment Table 1: Project Details 
	Development Consent Type 
	Development Consent Type 
	Development Consent Type 
	Part 8 

	Development Location 
	Development Location 
	Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny City 

	Planning File Ref 
	Planning File Ref 
	P.8/5/21 

	Description of the project 
	Description of the project 
	Watergate Urban Park 


	Table 2: Identification of Natura 2000 sites (SACs and SPAs) which may be impacted by the proposed development 
	Please answer the following five questions in order to detennine whether there are any Natura 2000 sites which could potentially be impacted by the proposed development. If the answer to all of these questions is no, significant impacts can be ruled out for habitats and bird species. No further assessment is required. Please refer to tables 3 and 4 where the answer to any of these questions is yes. 
	Table
	TR
	YIN 

	1 
	1 
	ONE-OFF HOUSE /SMALL EXTENSION/ ALTERATION TO EXISTING BUILDING 
	NIA 

	1a 
	1a 
	Is the development a one-off house/small extension/alternation to existing building within an SAC/SPA or within 1 00m of an SAC/SPA and likely to discharge pollutants or nutrients of a significant nature and amount to surface water within catchments of and SAC/ SPA as part of its construction or operational phase (lndudlng the Installation of waste water treatment systems: percolation areas: septic tanks within SAC/SPA or very close proximity)?. If the answer to the above question Is: • no, then no appropri
	NIA 

	2 
	2 
	DEVELOPMENTS OTHER THAN THOSE DESCRIBED IN 1 ABOVE 
	Yes 

	2a 
	2a 
	Impacts On Freshwater Habitats Is the development within a Speciaf Area of ConseNation whose qualifying interests Include freshwater habitats, orIn the catchment ofsame and does the development propose to discharge water to or abstract water from the habitat? Sites to consider: Lower River Sulr, River Barrow, River Nore. Habitats to consider: Alluvial Wei Woodland, (Lower River Sulr), Dry Heath (some steep slopes along River Barrow and Its tributaries) Rivers, Streams, Lakes and Lagoons, Old Oak Woodland, f
	Yes 

	2b 
	2b 
	Impacts On Wetland Habitats Is the development within a Speciaf Area ofConservation whose qualifying interests Include wetland habitats, orlikely to discharge water to or abstract water from the wetland? Sites to consider: Hugglnslown Fen, Galmoy Fen, The Loughans, Flood Plain wetlands Habitats to consider: Bogs, Alkaline Fens (Hugginstown and Galmoy), Turloughs (The Loughans) 
	No 

	TR
	Y/N 

	2c 
	2c 
	Impacts on Intertidal and Marine Habitats Is the devefopment located within a Special Area ofConservation whose quafifying interests include intertidal and marine habitats and species, or within the catchment ofsame and fikefy to discharge water to or abstract water from the habitats. Sites to consider. Lower River Suir Habitats to consider: Atlantic Salt meadows, Mudflats, sandffats, saltmarsh, estuary Species to consider: Sea Lamprey, River Lamprey, Brook Lamprey, Freshwater Pearl Mussel, Crayfish, Twaite
	No 

	2d 
	2d 
	Impacts On Woodlands And Grasslands Is the development within a Speciaf Area ofConservation whose quafifying habitats incfude terrestrial habitats, or in close proximity to same with a likely ecological fmpact?. Sites to consider: Spa hill and Clomantagh Hill, Cullahll Mountain, River Barrow, River Nore, Lower River Suir Habitats to consider: Alfuvfal Wet Woodlands (River Nore below lnlstioge and River Suir at Fiddown Island and Carrick on Suir), Eutropic tall herb vegetaUon (River Suir at Flddown Island an
	No 

	2e 
	2e 
	Impacts On Birds Is the devefopment within a Special Protection Area, or likely to discharge water to same orfikely to have another significant impact on the habitats ofBirds In same?. Sites to consider: River Nore Species to consider: River Nore: Kingfisher (Alcedo Atthls) Nesting in river banks 
	-

	No 


	Table 3: Determination of possible impacts on Natura 2000 sites. Where it has been identified in table 2 that there is a Natura 2000 site within the potential impact zone of the proposed development, it Is necessary to try to determine the nature of the possible impacts. Please answer the following questions as appropriate. 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	Impacts on designated freshwater habitats (rivers, lakes streams and lagoons). Please answerthe folfowing ifthe answer to question 2a In table 2 was yes. Does the development involve any ofthe following: 

	1.1 
	1.1 
	Impacts on watercourses (tributaries, streams, drains) which are remote from the SAC/SPA but may still Impact on the SAC/SPA by reason of the nature or quantity of the discharge 
	Yes 

	1.2 
	1.2 
	Abstraction from surfacewater or groundwaler within 1 km of SAC/SPA. 
	No 

	1.3 
	1.3 
	Removal of topsoil within 100 m of watercourses with potential for surface water runoff. 
	Yes 

	1.4 
	1.4 
	Infilling or raising of ground levels within 1OOm ofwatercourses with polentla1 for surface waler runoff. 
	No 

	1.5 
	1.5 
	Construction of drainage ditches within 1km of SAC/SPA. 
	No 

	1.6 
	1.6 
	Construction within a floodplain or within an area liable to flood. 
	No 

	1.7 
	1.7 
	Crossing or culverting of rivers or streams wilhln 1 km of SACfSPA. 
	No 

	1.8 
	1.8 
	Storage ofchemicals hydrocarbons or organic wastes within 100 m of a watercourse. 
	No 

	1.9 
	1.9 
	Development of a large scale which involves the production of an EIS. 
	No 

	1.10 
	1.10 
	Development of quarries, particularly where abstraction Is below water table. 
	No 

	1.11 
	1.11 
	Development of windfarms within 1 km of an SAC or with the risk of runoff to an SAC/SPA, particularly during construction. 
	No 

	1.12 
	1.12 
	Development of pumped hydro electric stations. 
	No 

	2 
	2 
	Impacts on designated wetland habitats (bog, heath, marsh, fen). Please answer the following ifthe answer to question 2b in table 2 was yes. Does the development involve any ofthe folfowing: 

	2.1 
	2.1 
	Impacts on watercourses (tributaries, streams, drains) which are remote from the SAC/SPA but may still impact on the SAC/SPA by reason of the nature or quantity of the discharge. 
	NIA 

	2.2 
	2.2 
	Construction of roads or other infrastructure on peat habitats within 1 km of a Natura 2000 site ofwhich qualifying Interests Include peat, fen or marsh. (Only Peat habitat at Bruckana consider Galmoy fen Impact unlikely 
	-
	-

	NIA 

	2.3 
	2.3 
	Development of a large scale within 1km within a Natura 2000 site, whose qualifying features Include fen or marsh, which Involves the production of an EIS. 
	NIA 

	3 
	3 
	Impacts on designated Intertidal and marine habitats (mudflats, sandflats, estuaries, reefs and sea cliffs). Please answer the following if the answer to question 2c in table 2 was yes. Does the development involve any ofthe following; 

	3.1 
	3.1 
	Impacts on Intertidal and marine habitats from potential development which are remote from the SAC/SPA but may still Impact on the SAC/SPA by reason of the nature or quantity of the discharge 
	NIA 

	3.2 
	3.2 
	Development of piers, slipways, marinas, pontoons or any other Infrastructure within 5km of a Natura 2000 site whose qualifying features Include intertidal or marine habitats. 
	NIA 

	3.3 
	3.3 
	Dredging within 5km of a Natura 2000 site whose qualifying features Include Intertidal or marine habitats. 
	NfA 

	3.4 
	3.4 
	Impacts on watercourses (tributaries, streams, drains) which are remote from the SAC/SPA but may still Impact on the SAC/SPA by reason of the nature or quantity of the discharge. 
	NIA 

	3.5 
	3.5 
	Removal of topsoil or Infilling within 100m of Natura 2000 sites whose qualifying features Include Intertidal or marine habitats where potential for surface water runoff exists. 
	NIA 

	3.6 
	3.6 
	Development ofa large scale within 1km of Natura 2000 sites whose qualifying features Include intertidal or marine habitats, which Involves the production of an EIS. 
	NIA 

	4 
	4 
	Impacts on other designated woodlands and grasslands (woodland, upland grassland, lowland grassland, coastal grassland Including dunes). Please answer the following ifthe answer to question 2din table 2 was yes. Does the development involve any ofthe following: 
	NIA 

	4.1 
	4.1 
	Works within the boundary of a Special Area of Conservation whose qualifying Interests Include woodland or grassland habitat types. 
	NIA 

	4.2 
	4.2 
	Development within 200m of Natura 2000 site with woodland or grassland habitats. 
	NIA 

	4.3 
	4.3 
	Development or a large scale within 1km of Natura 2000 site with woodland, grassland or coastal habitats which involves the production of an EIS. 
	NIA 

	$ 
	$ 
	Impacts on birds In SPAs Please answer the following if the answer to question 2e in table 2 was yes. Does the development involve any ofthe following: 

	5.2 
	5.2 
	Erection of wind turbines within 1km of an SPA. 
	NIA 

	5.3 
	5.3 
	All construction works within 100m of SPA (River Nore), Including the development or cycle ways or walking routes 

	5.4 
	5.4 
	Infilling of coastal habitats within 500m of Intertidal SPA. 
	NIA 

	5.5 
	5.5 
	Works within 1km of coastal SPA which will result In discharges to rivers or streams that are directly connected to designated sites. 
	NIA 


	Conclusion: If the answer to question 1 and 2a-e are no or n/a, significant impacts on habitats within Natura 2000 sites and on SPAs can be ruled out. No further assessment is required in relation to habitats or birds. If the answer to any question in table 2 is yes, you may require further information, unless you are satisfied that the project proponents have incorporated adequate mitigation into their design to avoid impacts on the Natura 2000 site (eg water pollution protection measures). Such informatio
	Table 4: Consideration of potential Impacts on protected species 
	Table 4: Consideration of potential Impacts on protected species 
	Many of our Special Areas of Conservation are designated for species as well as for habitats. These are listed below, alongside the sites for which they are designated. Included is a short list of the types of activities which could have an impact on these species. Please lick if you are concerned that the proposed development could have an impact on these species. 
	Species 
	Species 
	Species 
	Relevant Sites 
	Actlvites which could have Impacts on species 
	Possible Impacts Identified? V/N 

	Otter 
	Otter 
	River Nore River Barrow Lower River Suir Note: Otters are a strictly protected species. All breeding sites and resting places are protected regardless ofwhether or not they are within or extemal to Special Areas of Conservation. 
	Activities that Interfere with river banks. 
	Yes 

	Atlantic Salmon 
	Atlantic Salmon 
	River Barrow River Nore Lower River Sulr 
	Activities that interfere with water qua1ity, levels or the river bed; 
	Yes 

	River Lamprey 
	River Lamprey 
	River Barrow River Nore Lower River Suir 
	Activities that Interfere with water quality. levels or the river bed: 
	Yes 

	Brook Lampre) 
	Brook Lampre) 
	River Barrow River Nore Lower River Suir 
	Activities that Interfere with water quality. levels or the river bed; 
	Yes 

	Sea Lamprey 
	Sea Lamprey 
	River Barrow River Nore Lower River Suir 
	Activities that Interfere with water quality or the river bed estuarine areas; 
	-

	Yes 

	Species 
	Species 
	Relevant Sites 
	Actlvltes which could have Impacts on species 
	Possible Impacts Identified? YfN 

	Twaite Shad 
	Twaite Shad 
	Lower River Suir 
	Activities that interfere with water quality or the river bed estuarine areas: 
	-

	No 

	Crayfish 
	Crayfish 
	Lower River Suir 
	Activities that interfere with water quality or the river bed; 
	No 

	Freshwater Pearl Mussel 
	Freshwater Pearl Mussel 
	River Barrow River Nore Lower River Suir 
	Activities that Interfere with water quality, levels or the river bed ; 
	Yes 

	Nore Freshwater Pearl Mussel 
	Nore Freshwater Pearl Mussel 
	River Nore 
	Activities that interfere with water quality, levels or the river bed ; 
	Yes 


	Conclusion: If the answer to all of the above is no, significant impacts on species can be ruled out. If the answer to any of the above is yes, then further information is likely to be required in relation to potential for impact on that particular species. Where potential impacts are identified on Otters or on Bats outside designated sites, then further information should be sought in the form of a species specific survey. In these cases, appropriate assessment is not required. 
	Habitats Directive Screening Conclusion Statement 
	Development Type 
	Development Type 
	Development Type 
	Part 8 

	Development Location 
	Development Location 
	Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny City 

	Natura 2000 sites within Impact zone Planning FIie Ref 
	Natura 2000 sites within Impact zone Planning FIie Ref 
	The site is not within a Zone of Impact ofthe River Nore SAC. P.8/5/21 

	Description of the project 
	Description of the project 

	Watentate Urban Park 
	Watentate Urban Park 


	Describe how the project or plan (alone or In combination) could affect Natura 2000 slte(s). 
	The Breagagh River, which is directly feeding into the River Nore SAC and SPA, lies approximalely 36 metres north / north east of this site boundary. As stonnwater drainage is via new infrastructure which will discharge via an existing interceptor to the Breagagh River, the impact on the River Nore needs to be further assessed. 
	If there are potential Impacts, explain whether you consider If these are likely to be slgnlflcant. 
	NIA 
	Conclusion of assessment Having regard to the precautionary principle. It Is considered that: Significant Impacts can be ruled out or AA not required (if project is direcUy connected or necessary lo Management of Natura 2000 site (determined in consultation with NPWS)). or 
	Significant impacts are certain, likely or uncertain {cannot be ruled out), Natura Impact Stalement (NIS) is required. Project must be subject to appropriate assessment. Documentation reviewed for making of this statement. Appropriate Assessment Guidelines, 2009 I Kilkenny City and Environs Development Plan 2014 -2020 / Design Statement dated 30August, 2021 
	"LX 
	th 

	Completed By 
	Arlene O'Connor, Senior Executive Planner 
	Date 
	7/8/2011 
	APPENDIX D -NCBI SUBMISSION 
	Submission to Kilkenny County Council Re: Watergate Urban Park Proposed Development 
	By NCBI -Working for People with Sight Loss 
	Introduction 
	NCBI (National Council for the Blind of Ireland) is Ireland's national charity working for the rising number of people affected by blindness and vision impairment. At NCBI we are working every day with people of all ages, people with varying degrees of vision impairment and a smaller percentage of people who are blind. Census 2016 figures show that there are currently 54,81 Opeople with sight loss in Ireland and this number is rising [Source: Census (2016) Census 2016 Results: Profile 3 -An Age Profile of o
	Ireland. Available at www.cso.ie]. The demands 

	In the Design Statement for Watergate Urban Park the park is described as a redefining of Watergate Park into an urban park to provide "a set of flexible spaces that can be configured according to event users, or day to day users, using a combination of fixed and loose furniture to facilitate a change in use" (Design Statement, Pg., 3). In addition, the urban park is also being developed "to provide a thoroughfare for pedestrians and cyclists, linking Abbey Street and Parliament Street with the adjacent Abb
	This submission is benchmarked against the European Standards for Accessibility and Usability of the Built Environment; which were approved in November 2020 by the European Standardization Organisations CEN and CENELEC in the interest of best practice. These are the most current standards within a European context. These standards are applicable across the full spectrum of the built environment; and "are relevant to the design, construction, refurbishment or adaptation, and maintenance of built environments
	As the Watergate Urban Park is adjacent to the Abbey Quarter it is imperative for accessibility and consistency that this area is developed 
	As the Watergate Urban Park is adjacent to the Abbey Quarter it is imperative for accessibility and consistency that this area is developed 
	within the same design principles. This will ensure that there is a whole 

	journey or movement approach within the entire area ensuring that this 
	area which is being regenerated is accessibly connected. The 
	development of the area in an equitable way will greatly enhance the 
	area's appeal to people of all ages with varying access requirements for 
	social. economic, cultural and recreational purposes. 
	This submission will address the following: (1) Thoroughfare for 
	pedestrians and cyclists; (2) Consistent Ground Surface Materials; (3) 
	Street Furniture (4) Visual and Colour Contrast; (5) Signage and (6) 
	Lighting. 
	Thoroughfare for pedestrians and cyclists 
	In this submission we are working on the assumption that the through route for pedestrians and cyclists is a shared space. We would define a shared space as one where pedestrians share the space with a moving vehicle and this includes pedal bicycles, e-bikes and a-scooters. Within this shared space area where there will be freedom of movement for pedestrians and cyclists; consideration needs to be given to safety, navigation and the needs of people who do not feel safe using a shared space. According to the
	In developing the throughfare consideration needs to be given to the provision of a comfort zone, an area which is designed for dedicated pedestrian use. The installation of a Braille Trail in this comfort zone will greatly enhance accessibility for people with access needs; including people who are vision impaired or blind. A Braille Trail can be described as a pathway of tiles with ridges to indicate the direction of travel along the trail; and tiles with raised dots warn of changes in direction or upcomi
	In developing the throughfare consideration needs to be given to the provision of a comfort zone, an area which is designed for dedicated pedestrian use. The installation of a Braille Trail in this comfort zone will greatly enhance accessibility for people with access needs; including people who are vision impaired or blind. A Braille Trail can be described as a pathway of tiles with ridges to indicate the direction of travel along the trail; and tiles with raised dots warn of changes in direction or upcomi
	surrounding paving. It is critical that the 'comfort zone'/dedicated 

	pedestrian pavement is of adequate width for the expected pedestrian 
	density, is continuous between junctions and links with accessible 
	designated pedestrian crossings. There should also be adequate space 
	alongside the Braille Trail to provide an obstacle free route for other 
	pedestrians including those who use a variety of mobility aids. It is 
	imperative that consideration is given to extending the Braille Trail on 
	those routes which connect the Watergate Urban Park with the city 
	centre. 
	Consistent Ground Surface Materials 
	To assist people with sight loss in independent movement and way finding there needs to be a consistent use of ground surface materials on any throughfare or comfort zone in the Watergate Urban Park and on the routes that link the area to the broader city centre. This means that in each of these types of areas that the same materials are used to allow for easier identification of an area and its function. Confusion can result where different ground surface materials are used in areas with the same function 
	Street Furniture 
	Street furniture, such as the permanent seating which is being planned for the Watergate Urban Park, needs to be of sufficient colour contrast to the base of the seating and to the ground surface material. The permanent seating should also have rounded rather than sharp edges to mitigate against injury if a pedestrian does walk into them. All street furniture should be regular in shape, extend all the way to the ground, and be positioned in a uniform pattern so that vision impaired/blind pedestrians do not 
	Visual and Colour Contrast 
	People with sight loss benefit from the use of colour contrasting materials to differentiate adjacent surfaces. Colour contrast also assists in identifying key features and their backgrounds such as street furniture, 
	People with sight loss benefit from the use of colour contrasting materials to differentiate adjacent surfaces. Colour contrast also assists in identifying key features and their backgrounds such as street furniture, 
	lighting poles and any other fixed structures on the ground; and the 

	colours used should be non-reflective. Visually contrasting bands on 
	bollards and items such as lighting poles assist with identification, and 
	on tall poles two contrasting bands identifiable from a seated and 
	standing position are required. (European Standards for Accessibility 
	and Usability in the Built Environment, Pg. 68). Some people are unable to identify some or all colours. However as most people, including 
	people with sight loss, can identify light and dark this could be used to 
	achieve visual contrast. High visual contrast is required to facilitate the 
	reading of signs and information. High visual contrast is also required to 
	highlight potential hazards in the environment, such as the edges of steps, the edges of elevated areas such as the stage area, and loading 
	bay(s). 





	Signage 
	Signage 
	It is essential that the signage used in the Watergate Urban Park is consistent in design and function to signage in the Abbey Quarter. This is to ensure that people are consistently provided with information regarding directions, orientation and general information about places of interest. In order for signs to be accessible consideration needs to be given to the functional placement of signs, to the size of lettering, the ability of signs to be read easily and to be understood; and the colour of the back
	It is essential that the signage used in the Watergate Urban Park is consistent in design and function to signage in the Abbey Quarter. This is to ensure that people are consistently provided with information regarding directions, orientation and general information about places of interest. In order for signs to be accessible consideration needs to be given to the functional placement of signs, to the size of lettering, the ability of signs to be read easily and to be understood; and the colour of the back
	addition the placement of signs is important so that shadows are not created by lighting. (European Standards for Accessibility and Usability in the Built Environment, Pg. 52-56.) 

	Lighting 
	It is imperative that the Lighting Strategy developed for the Abbey Quarter is extended to include the Watergate Urban Park. This is necessary to ensure a safe environment which allows inter-visibility of all those who use the area. Lighting is critical in assisting with wayfinding in the winter months where the days are shorter, along routes and also at pedestrian crossings. It is critical that lighting is adequate for the nature and activity of spaces and that it highlights the main route(s) for people to
	I 
	Conclusion 
	The submission covers essential elements of design which are required within the Watergate Urban Park to facilitate equitable and safe use of the space for people who are blind or vision impaired, ensuring such individuals can freely participate in the economic, cultural and social life of the city. This is essential in order to facilitate freedom of movement for all individuals regardless of access needs in this area of the city which is undergoing extensive regeneration. The implementation of these design
	Submission prepared by: Geraldine Coyle, NCBI. Contact Details: 911 250. 
	geraldine.coyle@ncbi.ie National Call Number: 1800 

	Further Information: Chantelle Smith, National Access and Mobility Manager, NCBI. Contact Details: Number: 1800 911 250. 
	hello@possibilitylab.ie National Call 

	APPENDIX E -PLANNER'S REPORT 
	Comhairle Chontae Chill Chainnigh Kilkenny County Council 
	Planning Report 
	To : Tim Butler, Director of Services 
	From: Arlene 0' Connor, Senior Executive Planner 
	Date: 11/1/2022 Part VIII Ref: PS/05/21 
	Re: Planning report on proposed Watergate Urban Park, Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny City. 
	Part VIII Proposal 
	The proposal is for a redevelopment of the Watergate Park to an Urban Park. This Park wiII have the provision ofa set offlexible spaces that can be configured according to event users, or a day to day usage, using both fixed and loose furniture to facilitate this change ofuse. The project also aims to provide a throughfare for pedestrians and cyclists, linking Abbey Street and Parliament Street with the adjacent Abbey Quarter Development. 
	Zoning 
	The site faIIs within a zoning of'General Business·, within the Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 2021 -2027, with an objective to provide for general development. The Permissable Uses as defined under Section 2.9.5 ofthe City and County Development Plan are dwellings, retailing, retail warehousing, wholesale outlets, offices, public buildings or places of assembly, cultural or educational buildings, recreational buildings, halting sites, hotels, motels, guest houses, clubs, private garages, open sp
	Thus this Urban Park would fall under an open space and is therefore acceptable on this zoned land. 
	Heritage 
	Protected Str11ct11re -None in the immediate area. Recorded Mon11111ent-None on or immediately bounding the site. ACA -The site faIIs within the city centre Architectural Conservation Area. SAC -The site is approximately 3 5 metres from the Breagagh River to the north west, a feeding tributary ofthe River Nore cSAC, which lies due east ofthis site. pNHA -The site is not within any pNHA. Zo11e ofArc/1aeologica/ Potential -The site is located within the Zone ofArchaeological Potential, 'KK.019-026 City', esta
	EIA Conclusion 
	A preliminary examination of the nature, size and location of the proposed development has been carried out which determines that there is no real likelihood ofsignificant effects on the environment arising from the proposed development. It is therefore concluded that an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) is not required. 
	AA Screening 
	The Planning Authority as the competent authority carried out an Appropriate Assessment Screening Report on this application. This concluded that as storm water drainage is via new infrastructure which will discharge via an existing interceptor to the Breagagh River, the impact on the River Nore needs to be further assessed. 
	The Design Statement for this proposal states in Section 7.1 that as part of this project and collectively with projects planned or permitted on adjacent lands, i.e. the Brewhouse refurbishment and Horsebarrack Lane improvement scheme, a new I 50mm dia. pvc pipe will be laid across Horsebarrack Lane to the rear ofthe Theatre. Presently there are no formal storm water drainage facilities on the site itself with the current park and the loading dock at the rear ofthe Theatre draining via overland flow to Hors
	Relevant Planning Policy and Guidelines 
	Kilkenny City and County Development Plan 202 I -2027 
	Planning History 
	P.00/990137-Permission granted to the Watergate Theatre Ltd for a new extension and' associated site works. 
	Pre-Planning Advice 
	The following was advisable in relation to the future proposal for the Watergate Urban Park; 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	The site layout plan should indicate clearly lighting proposed through the park, surface water drainage details and full specifications ofall hard and soft landscaping. 

	• 
	• 
	The Breagagh River, which is directly feeding into the River Nore SAC and SPA, lies approximately 36 metres north / north east of this site boundary. As stormwater drainage is via new infrastructure which will discharge via an existing interceptor to the Breagagh River, the impact on the River Nore needs to be further assessed in an Appropriate Assessment Screening Report by a qualified ecologist. 

	• 
	• 
	Due to the site being within the City Centre Architectural Conservation Area, an Architectural Heritage Impact Assessment (AHIA) is required along with a Visual Assessment ofthe proposed development, assessing the impact ofthis proposal on the ACA within which it is located. This AHIA should be carried out by a Conservation Architect. 

	• 
	• 
	Due to the site being in the Zone of Archaeological Potential, 'KK019-026 City', established under the National Monuments Act, it is recommended that an archaeological assessment is carried out in relation to this proposal. 

	• 
	• 
	A photomontage ofhow the proposed Urban Park will present itself on this site would be beneficial with the Part 8 application. 


	Third Party Submissions 
	Third Party Submissions 
	This Part VIII proposal was placed on public display from Monday I November, 202 l to Friday 10December, 2021 and 1 submission was received during this timeframe. 
	st 
	th 


	National Co1111cilfor the Blind ofIreland (NCBI) 
	National Co1111cilfor the Blind ofIreland (NCBI) 
	This submission addresses several areas such as the thoroughfare for pedestrians and cyclists, consistent ground surface materials, street furniture, visual and colour contrast, signage and lighting. This submission talks about this being a shared space area, but consideration needs to be given to safety, navigation and the needs ofpeople who do not feel safe using a shared space. Suggestions as to a Comfort Zone and a Braille Trail within this zone is suggested and that this zone be an obstacle free route 

	Internal and External Departmental Submissions 
	Internal and External Departmental Submissions 
	Roads -No objection to this proposal, subject to conditions. Conservatio11 Officer -Supports this proposal, subject to a condition regarding the works being overseen by an Archaeologist, due to the site being within the zone of archaeological potential in Kilkenny City. Department ofHousing, Local Govern111e11t and Heritage -No report received. E11viro11me11t-No report received. An Taisce-No report received. 

	Assessment 
	Assessment 
	This proposal is to redevelop the Watergate Park into an Urban Park. The use is proposed primarily as an outdoor seating space with sheltered areas to be provided to cater for inclement weather conditions. The use ofthe Park as an outdoor entertainment area will also be utilised sporadically throughout the year, coinciding with festivals and local events. A raised stage area is required in order to facility outdoor performances and this will be covered by a roofand will be such that it could accommodate tem
	On the southern boundary, the timber screen will incorporate a facility for temporary lighting and sound equipment. This boundary will screen the rear of the existing hostel along this boundary. As part of the proposal the unloading area within the car park will be maintained and it is intended to provide a number ofparking spaces in the underutilised grass area to the rear ofthe Theatre, namely 1 no. accessible space, 2 no. EV charging spaces and 5 no. standard short term parking bays ( 10). In order to ca
	In relation to existing drainage, the current park drains via overland flow to Horse Barrack Lane as does the loading dock to the rear of the Theatre. New stormwater drainage infrastructure is planned to serve existing permitted developments in the immediate vicinity of this site and it is proposed that a new 150mm dia. Pvc pipe at l: l 00 will be laid across Horse Barrack Lane to the rear ofthe Theatre. These new storm water drainage facilities will benefit this site and connect to the existing storm water
	A submission from the National Council for the Blind was received and the points raised have been noted. The current practice is that all public realm works undertaken in the City by Kilkenny County Council conform to universal design standards and this deals with the accessibility issues raised. 
	The Conservation Officer requests that all works be overseen by an archaeologist due to the site being in an Architectural Conservation Area and in the Zone of Archaeological Potential in the city and this can be a condition ofthis Part 8. 
	The Roads Design Office request that a Construction and Traffic Management Plan of the proposed development be implemented during the construction phase and public lighting be LED technology, with lighting columns set a minimum of450mm from the edge ofany shared surface. All roadmarkings and signage should be in accordance with the Traffic Signs Manual, 2019 and the proposed pivot seats should be positioned that they cannot encroach the pedestrian and cyclist routes on the southern side of the park. A Road 
	In relation to the redevelopment ofthis underutilised space to an Urban Park with the potential ofthoroughfares from Parliament Street to Horse Barrack Lane and to the Abbey Quarter Site as well as having the potential to create a vibrant usable space which can hold different events, the Planning Authority look favourably upon this redevelopment project in Kilkenny City. 

	Recommendation 
	Recommendation 
	The Planning Authority recommend that this Part 8 application for the proposed Watergate Urban Park, Watergate Theatre, Parliament Street, Kilkenny City, be approved by Kilkenny County Council, subject to the following requirements. 
	I. All groundworks, any new foundations and drainage works shall be overseen by an Archaeologist working under licence from the National Monument Service. 
	2. 
	2. 
	2. 
	A Construction and Traffic Management Plan for the proposed development shall be implemented during the construction phase 

	3. 
	3. 
	Public lighting shall be LED technology, with lighting columns set a minimum of 450mm from the edge ofany shared surface. 

	4. 
	4. 
	All roadmarkings and signage shall be in accordance with the Traffic Signs Manual, 2019. 

	5. 
	5. 
	The proposed pivot seats shall be positioned that they cannot encroach the pedestrian and cyclist routes on the southern side of the park. 

	6. 
	6. 
	A Road Opening Licence is required in respect ofall works affecting the public road. 

	7. 
	7. 
	The detailed layout at the interfaces ofthe proposed development with the public road shall be subject to agreement with the Area Engineers office. 
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