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Consultation Process



Establishment of the Biodiversity Working Group
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Agricultural Sector
IFA

ICMSA
Teagasc (ASSAP)

Forestry
Coillte

Conservation State Agencies
Inland Fisheries Ireland

National Parks and Wildlife Service Rangers
OPW Biodiversity Officer

Local Development Company
Kilkenny LEADER Partnership

Education/Conservation Specialists 
Kildalton College

The National Reptile Zoo
The Acorn Project (Non Profit CLG)

River Basin Catchment Specialists 
Local Authorities Water Programme Office

Nore Vision

Conservation State Agencies
Inland Fisheries Ireland

National Parks and Wildlife Service Rangers
OPW Biodiversity Officer

Community Representation
BirdWatch Ireland

One Future Carlow/Kilkenny
An Taisce, Kilkenny Association

Tidy Towns Forum Representation

Council Officials
Parks

Heritage Office
Planning  



Development Process of Kilkenny’s Biodiversity 
Action Plan
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Discussion Paper 
March –June 2024

Public 
Consultation 

Events

Review of 
Comments and 
Observations

Draft Plan 
Developed

Screening for AA 
and SEA

Presentation to 
SPC 5

Draft Biodiversity 
Action Plan Public 
Consultation Nov-

Dec 2024

Review 
Submissions and 

Amend Draft Plan

Revise Screening 
for AA and SEA

Present to 
Municipal Districts 

Meeting 

Present to Council 
Meeting in May 

for Adoption



Draft Biodiversity Action Plan
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Objective 1; Provide Biodiversity Leadership at Local Level 
(9 Actions)

Objective 2; Strengthen Local Biodiversity Policy and 
Integrate Biodiversity Procedures into Council Operations 
(5 Actions)

Objective 3; Manage Public Open Spaces for Biodiversity 
(5 Actions)

Objective 4; Conduct Habitat Mapping and Monitoring to 
Support Data-Driven Management Decisions (8 Actions)

Objective 5; Record and Monitor Protected Species or 
Species of Conservation Concern (4 Actions)

Objective 6; Foster Engagement, Education and Promotion 
of Biodiversity Best Practice (10 Actions) where medieval meets modern



Sustainability Urban 
Drainage in Graignamanagh 

Meadow Management in 
Bishopsmeadows

Grassland Management at 
Melville Heights 



8

Newrath, Belmount and Slieverue Roundabouts
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Kilkenny Swift Project 



Supporting Research

National Mayfly Survey

The mayfly (Siphlonurus lacustris) has been recorded in 

the River Dinin for the first time. The species is more 

typical of upland areas in Ireland as the NBDC 

distribution map indicates.  Dedicated surveys like this 

led by Dr J-R. Baars, School of Biology and 

Environmental Science of UCD will provide a more 

comprehensive understanding of the mayfly distribution 

in Ireland.

Nightjar Southeast Survey 2024-2025

National Woodland Bat Survey

Citizen Science 

Castlecomer MD 7

KK City and Environs MD 3

Callan/Thomastown MD 2

Ferrybank MD 3
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Support Kilkenny’s Vision for Biodiversity by 
Adopting the Plan to show Local Leadership

“To foster a climate resilient natural environment in Kilkenny, where biodiversity flourishes, ecosystems are 
restored, enhanced and protected. By completing biodiversity best practise, the Council will improve ecological 
connectivity and empower local communities to connect with nature.  

Biodiversity policy will be embedded in all aspects of the Council operations and through educational and 
outreach initiatives, appropriate biodiversity actions will be encouraged with skills developed to contribute 
towards biodiversity recording and restoration”



THANK YOU
Bernadette Moloney

Biodiversity Officer

056-7794487

biodiversity@kilkennycoco.ie 
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