MIONTUARASCAIL AR CHRUINNIU PLENACH CHOMHAIRLE CHONTAE /
CHEILCHINNI A TOGADH AR LUNASA, 23 MARTA, 2026 AR 3.00 LN. SA «
SEOMRA COMHAIRLE, HALLA AN CHONTAE & TRi MS TEAMS Iy

MINUTES OF PLENARY MEETING OF KILKENNY COUNTY COUNCIL i
HELD ON MONDAY, 23kRD MARCH, 2026 AT 3.00 P.M. IN THE COUNCIL
CHAMBER, COUNTY HALL & VIA MS TEAMS

Chair: Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh.

Elected Members:  Council Chamber
Cllrs. Tomas Breathnach, John Brennan, Jenny Catt Slattery, John Coonan,
Deirdre Cullen, Michael Delaney, Stephanie Doheny, Maria Dollard, Michael
Doyle, Patrick Dunphy, David Fitzgerald, Pat Fitzpatrick, Ger Frisby, Joe Lyons,
Joe Malone, Michael McCarthy, Andrew McGuinness, Eugene McGuinness,
Sean O hArgéin, Joe Sheridan and Maurice Shortall.

MS Teams
Cllrs. Brian Cleere and Fidelis Doherty.

Officials: Lar Power, Martin Prendiville, Tim Butler, Mary Mulholland, Fiona Deegan,
Ian Gardner, Margo Hayes, Regina Fitzpatrick, Denis Malone, Catriona
Bambrick, Tony Lauhoff, Seamus Foley, Niall Sheehan, Bernadette Moloney
Catherine Cooney & Brenda Kelly.

Fégrai - Announcements

Cathaoirleach Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh welcomed everyone and proposed that the meeting would
finish at 5.30 p.m. to facilitate a Cathaoirleach’s Reception for Muckalee Ladies Junior Football Club.
This was proposed by Cllr. Andrew McGuinness, seconded by Cllr. Fidelis Doherty and agreed by
all.

1. Dearbhiit Miontuairisci - Confirmation of Minutes
(1) Miontuairisci ar Chruinniii Plé ar an Feabhra - Minutes of February Plenary Meeting
Proposed by ClIr. Michael Delaney, seconded by Cllr. Andrew McGuinness and
agreed:

“That Minutes of Plenary Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Monday, 16%
February, 2026 as circulated with the Agenda be and are hereby approved”.

(it) Miontuairisci ar Chruinniii Plé ar an Eanair - Minutes of Special Meeting
Proposed by ClIr. David Fitzgerald, seconded by Cllr. Andrew McGuinness and
agreed:

“That Minutes of Special Meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on Thursday, 19%
February, 2026 as circulated with the Agenda be and are hereby approved”.

Vétai Comhbhrén - Votes of Sympathy

Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh together with the Elected Members extended votes of
sympathy to the following:

* William Brennan, Father of Annette Fitzpatrick, TRO Office.
* Thomas Whyte, Father of Helen Walton, Finance Department.
* Family of Cllr. John Maher, former Councillor in the Piltown Area.

Cathaoirleach proposed that in accordance with Standing Order No. 21 that the meeting be adjourned
for 15 minutes as a mark of respect to the late John Maher and a further 15 minutes to allow for a
discussion on an item on the Agenda.

This was proposed by Cllr. Andrew McGuinness, seconded by CllIr. Pat Dunphy and agreed.



All stood for one minute’s silence.

Tributes were paid by Cllrs. Pat Dunphy, John Brennan, Jenny Catt Slattery, Tomas Breathnach and
Fidelis Doherty.

Members spoke of the late Councillor’s service to his community and recalled many memories of his
time as a Councillor and particularly his time as Cathaoirleach of Kilkenny County Council.

They paid warm tribute to a kind and hardworking gentleman who served with distinction and
worked tirelessly on behalf of his community. He enjoyed an excellent relationship with all his fellow
Councillors and was deeply committed to every aspect of community and GAA life. He had a
remarkable ability to make people feel welcome and valued and he was known as a genuine people
person who would do anything for anyone. His commitment to his community was widely
recognised and deeply appreciated.

Cathaoirleach ClIr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh thanked all the Members for their kind words and again
extended her sincere sympathy to the family.

The meeting then adjourned for 30 minutes.
Meeting reconvened at 3.40 p.m.

Cathaoirleach asked to change Agenda to take Item 2. (d) first to allow Ms. Virginia Teehan, Chief
Executive of the Heritage Council to give her Presentation and this was agreed by all.

2. (d) Forbairt Eacnamaioch - Heritage

(if) Nuashonrit ar Chomhairle Oidhreachta - Update on Heritage Council
Ms. Virginia Teehan thanked the Elected Members for the opportunity to speak and
spoke of her strong family connections to Kilkenny County Council going back to her
granduncle, father and uncles who served as Councillors.

She stated that it was a priviledge to be at the meeting and commended the Council on
their brilliant work to protect the heritage of Kilkenny and acknowledged the excellent
team led by Fiona Deegan, Director of Services, Regina Fitzpatrick, Heritage Officer,
Bernadette Moloney, Biodiversity Officer, Francis Coady, Conservation Officer and
Josephine Coyne, County Librarian.

She confirmed that the Heritage Council were pleased to support the County Heritage
Strategy which was before the Council for approval and welcomed the strong focus for
continued partnership, collaboration and access to funding.

Ms. Teehan gave a Presentation and outlined the following:

* Statutory Body with national remit: advocacy, research, conservation, education.

* Based in Kilkenny, venue used for public events including Heritage Week.

* Delivers measurable impact through national programmes and funding.

* Annual budgets: €14m grants, €25m overall.

*  Works closely with Department of Culture on policy.

* Leads national initiatives including Centre of Excellence for heritage in schools.

* Training collaboration with Carlow-Kilkenny ETB.

* National leadership role across NGOs, agencies, departments.

* Major national investment increase: +57% under Minister Malcolm Noonan.

» Kilkenny staff expanding to 45.

* Heritage Officer in every County - Heritage Council supports salary together with
annual plan funding.

= New supports for counties without Conservation Officers, Archivists, Curators.



* Biodiversity Officer Programme now active in all counties.

* Full Heritage Teams leads to higher grant access.

* Launched a new brand called Ceangaill to represent collective force of local
authority, heritage professionals and deliver a joined up thinking around the
protection and access to heritage within the local authorities and around the
country.

* Heritage sector value: €4.6bn, 62,000 jobs.

= 68% of public want stronger heritage protection.

* Developing a new Heritage Research Unit.

* Nearly €1m invested in Kilkenny in the last five years.

* Funding for County Heritage Plan, Walled Towns, Stewardship Fund,
Biodiversity Projects.

* Support to Butler Gallery, St. Canice’s, Nore Vision, Traditional Farm Buildings
Scheme.

* Example of some of the Projects are St. Mary’s Church gates in Callan, digitisation
at Butler Gallery, Red Book of Ossory display case.

Cathaoirleach thanked Virginia for her presentation.

Dréacht Plean Oidhreachta Chill Chainnigh - Draft Kilkenny Heritage Plan
Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh invited Ms. Regina Fitzpatrick, Heritage
Officer to present the Draft Kilkenny Heritage Strategy.

Ms. Fitzpatrick advised that over the past 13 months the Heritage Office prepared a
Draft Heritage Strategy for County Kilkenny. The work was guided by the County
Kilkenny Heritage Forum and informed by extensive consultation with the people of
Kilkenny and the County’s Heritage Stakeholders. To begin she played a short video
asking the people of Kilkenny what Heritage meant to them.

Ms. Fitzpatrick extended her thanks to the Elected Members for their consistent
support, encouragement and assistance. Special acknowledgement was given to the
Co-Chairs of the County Heritage Forum CllIr. Maria Dollard and Cllr. Fidelis Doherty.

She explained that the Strategy was developed in line with the process set out by the
Heritage Council and formal thanks were also expressed to the Heritage Council for
their guidance with particular recognition of Virginia Teehan, Chief Executive.

Key insights from developing the strategy included:

= Kilkenny’s heritage is central to our identity as a people.

» Itis what makes our County distinctive, authentic and rooted in place.

= Every town, village and townland has its own unique heritage character.

» Heritage is a core reason people choose Kilkenny as a place to live, work, visit and
invest.

* Recording what is at risk of being forgotten.

* Providing access to heritage as a shared right.

* Conserving what matters deeply to people.

* Maintaining the threads of memory in everyday landscapes.

* Embedding heritage in decision making across the Council’s services and in
community life.

* Enhancing awareness of the value, importance and relevance of heritage in our
everyday lives.

The strategy includes plans to celebrate heritage through initiatives such as the 2027
European Year of the Normans working in partnership with neighbouring counties
Wexford and Waterford on a regional approach to commemoration. Contains 53
actions which will be delivered through an annual Implementation Plan.

Ms. Fitzpatrick thanked the Members for their time and asked that they would

consider adopting this Strategy.
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Ms. Fiona Deegan, Director of Services, thanked Regina Fitzpatrick for her
presentation and also acknowledged Cllr. Maria Dollard, Cllr. Fidelis Doherty and
Bernadette Moloney, Biodiversity Officer. She further thanked Virginia Teehan for her
support through the Heritage Council and the Ceangail Programme and requested that
the Members consider the adoption of the Kilkenny Heritage Strategy.

Contributions were received from Cllrs. Fidelis Doherty, Maria Dollard, Toméas
Breathnach and Andrew McGuinness as follows:

* Thanked Regina and team for all their work, information and guidance and
outlined their support for the Plan.

* Highlighted the importance of having people working in this area and of bringing
all elements together into a strong connected ecosystem.

* Noted that the Heritage Forum meetings are engaging and informative.

» Significance of Ceangail symbol.

* Importance of working together to represent past, present and future.

* People moving forward together preserving and nurturing heritage.

* Important to make heritage central to the concept of what placemaking is going
forward when starting process of next County Development Plan.

It was proposed by Cllr. Fidelis Doherty, seconded by Cllr. Maria Dollard and agreed:

“We the Members of Kilkenny County Council approve the Kilkenny Heritage Strategqy 2026-
2030, as circulated.”

(@) Tithiocht & Diuscairt Eile - Housing & Other Disposal

(i) It was proposed by Cllr. Andrew McGuinness, seconded by Cllr. Eugene
McGuinness and agreed:

“That, in accordance with the provisions of Section 183 of the Local Government Act,
2001, Kilkenny County Council hereby approves of the disposal of its interest by way
of a Lease in a property (Community Centre) at Crokershill, Kennyswell Road,
Kilkenny (as identified on the attached map) to Thomas Hayes Trust for the sum of
€100 rent per annum ( one hundred euro) with both parties responsible for their own
legal costs associated with the Lease. Site area measures 0.0228ha. The Consent of the
Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage is not required”

(b) Pleanail - Planning

(1) Tuarascdil an Phriomhfheidhmeannaigh ar Athruithe Abhartha
Chief Executive’s Report on Material Alterations to Proposed Variation No. 6 to
the Kilkenny City & County Development Plan - Ferrybank/Belview
Framework Plan

Mr. Denis Malone, Senior Planner presented the Chief Executive’s Report on
submissions to Material Alterations advising that the Variation went on Public
Display in September and Ministerial Guidelines were published with
additional amendments for housing. Report outlines the 22 submissions, Chief
Executive response, summary of amendments, residential zoning, 2,300 vacant
units and provision made for 274 hectares of compliant land.

He made reference to revised text to be inserted in the Chief Executive’s Report
in response to two submissions.

The first of the two submissions were OPW [KK-C367] where in the response
under point 3 the following text in the second paragraph on page 15: “The
watercourses were however modelled by the OPW'’s National Preliminary Flood Risk
and Assessment (PRFA) exercise, and available predictive modelled output from PFRA
was taken into account, alongside other factors, when delineating the flood zones” to
be replaced with:
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When delineating the flood zones associated with these catchments the following factors

were considered:

»  Catchment size - the catchments are quite small;

= Stream order, with the water bodies being lower order water bodies;

» A digital terrain model derived from photogrammetry; generally sloping topography
with well-defined valleys within which most of the water bodies are situated;

»  Relevant Planning history of the lands.

In field observations, including sources of flooding, likely routes for flood waters and
bridges/culverts, including Ballyvalla Bridge upgrade.

Similarly for submission by the OPR [KK-C367-20] where in the response under
point 3 the following text in the third paragraph on page 10 “The watercourses
were however modelled by the OPW’s National Primary Flood Risk and Assessment
(PRFA) exercise, and available predictive modelled output from the PRFA was taken
into account, along side other factors when delineating the flood zones” was to be
replaced with:

When delineating the flood zones associated with these catchments the following factors

were considered:

»  Catchment size - the catchments are quite small;

= Stream order, with the water bodies being lower order water bodies;

» A digital terrain model derived from photogrammetry; generally sloping topography
with well-defined valleys within which most of the water bodies are situated;

*  Relevant Planning history of the lands.

In field observations, including sources of flooding, likely routes for flood waters and
bridges/culverts, including Ballyvalla Bridge upgrade.

Contributions were received from Cllr. Tomés Breathnach as follows:

* Raised concerns in relation to traffic management.

* Sought assurance that all options [Part 8, Active Travel] will be examined as
part of the assessment.

* Queried how Variation fits within the context of the Metropolitan Area and
who will be responsible for driving the implementation of the objectives set
out in the Plan.

Mr. Denis Malone advised that matters in relation to traffic management and
safe routes to school and alternative set down arrangements will be examined.
He also advised that the site needs to be reserved for future expansion.

It was proposed by Cllr. Ger Frisby, seconded by Cllr. Pat Dunphy and agreed
to:

Make Variation No. 6 to the Kilkenny City and County Development Plan
2021, which is:

» to incorporate a Settlement Plan for Ferrybank/Belview into the KCCDP, as part
of a new Volume 3, Settlement Plans,
* to make associated changes to Volume 1 to reflect this, and

“We, the members of Kilkenny County Council, having considered the proposal to make
Variation 6 to the Kilkenny City & County Development Plan 2021 under Section 13
of the Planning & Development Act 2000 as amended, and having considered the
Material Alterations published on the 30th January 2026, and having considered the
Chief Executive’s Report as circulated on the 18th March 2026 and as amended at
the meeting on 23rd March 2026 prepared in accordance with Section 13 (6) of the
above Acts, the recommendations as set out in the Chief Executive’s report, and with
our decision made at a meeting of Kilkenny County Council held on the 23rd March
2026, do hereby resolve to vary the Kilkenny City & County Development Plan in
accordance with the Material Alterations to Proposed Variation 5.



(1ii)

Glacadh i gCiiram/Taking in Charge: Estate (TIC 193) Cluain Glasan
It was proposed by ClIr. Toméds Breathnach, seconded by Cllr. Pat Dunphy and
agreed that:

“That the County Council of the County of Kilkenny, in exercise of the powers conferred
on them by Section 11 of the Roads Act, 1993 and in compliance with Section 180 of
the Planning & Development Act, 2000 as amended by Section 59 of the Planning &
Development Act 2010, hereby declares the road listed in the Public Notice and listed
below, to be a Public Road.”

Development: [TC 167] Fiodh Mér & Leaca Ard, Abbeylands, Ferrybank, Co.
Kilkenny

(@) Boithre - Roads

()

Nuashonrit maidir le Tuilte - Update in relation to Flooding
Ms. Mary Mulholland gave an update in relation to Flooding events from
January to February this year as follows:

* Drone footage was used to record flooded areas and help identify where
floodwater was coming from.

» Severe flooding occurred in Thomastown and Inistioge.

* (Civil Defence and County Council staff went door to door to identify
properties affected by floodwaters.

* 37 domestic properties were impacted across Graiguenamanagh, Inistioge,
Thomastown and Callan.

* 46 business premises and public amenity areas were affected.

* Following a meeting with the Minister interim flood relief measures were
recommended.

* Proposals for acqu-dam or bram infrastructure at Graiguenamangh,
Thomastown, Inisitoge, Freshford and Callan.

* Sought funding for pumps and brams, CCTV surveys, individual property
barrier equipment.

* Submission to Minister came to just over €1 million.

* 17 roads were closed and 69 roads were damaged.

* A funding application was submitted to the Department of Transport in
February with an estimated repair cost of over €5 million. This included:
o 29roads in the Callan-Thomastown area
o 20roads in Castlecomer
o 20roads in Piltown
The highest cost was in the Callan-Thomastown area at €2.4 million
including works required at the Quay in Thomastown.

* A separate submission of €55,000 was included for damage to bridges.

Ms. Mulholland acknowledged and commended the staff who worked
tirelessly to keep roads open, carry out repairs and reopen major routes as
quickly as they could. She acknowledged the communities affected and
thanked them for their patience and cooperation stating that there was strong
engagement and cooperation with local communities throughout the event.

The Cathaoirleach thanked Ms. Mulholland, staff and the communities who
cooperated with staff.

Contributions received from Clirs. Deirdre Cullen, Sean O hArgain, Pat
Fitzpatrick and Michael Doyle in relation to the following:

* Thanked Ms. Mulholland for her presentation.
* Greatly appreciated the efforts of the staff.



Sought confirmation that the Council would be provided with interim
measures until flood relief schemes are given confirmed dates.

Time to consider and progress nature-based solutions.

River catchment approach is required.

Use of soft engineering solutions in the upper parts of river systems was
highlighted.

Need to assess the long-term financial impact on the Council

Area Engineers were praised for their dedication and effectiveness in
carrying out works during challenging weather conditions.
Acknowledged the effective implementation of simple and practical
engineering solutions in North Kilkenny.

Highlighted the need for additional funding in Municipal District areas .
Government parties need to engage with farmers.

Current approaches are shifting the problem downstream.

Cllr. Michael Doyle proposed that the Council write to the Minister seeking
additional funding to address the extensive damage caused to the road network
by severe weather and this was seconded by Cllr. Deirdre Cullen.

(e) Airgeadas- Finance

()

Nuashonrii ar Cheathrii na Mainistreach - Update on Abbey Quarter

Martin Prendiville advised that there was a commitment to provide two
updates on the Abbey Quarter to the Council each year. He advised that Mr.
Tony Lauhoff would provide an update on the Abbey Quarter in relation to
commercial developments and Mr. Seamus Foley would provide an update on
the Public Realm which is the responsibility of the Council.

Mr. Tony Lauhoff provided the following update:

Masterplan revisited in 2023 to ensure it remained current and compliant
with legislation and policy.

All investment must deliver a commercial return and demonstrate
economic impact.

Council delivers public realm works while the Partnership delivers
buildings and development blocks.

Projects completed to date:

Riverside Garden & Skate Park
Brewhouse

Tea Houses

Mayfair Library

Projects Currently Underway:

Urban Street & Park which will provide access to future development plots
Boardwalk at Greensbridge

Brewhouse:

Over 300 people working on site daily
300-400 visitors per week
Positive economic impact on the City Centre

Bateman Quay:

Identified for hotel development
Currently in negotiations with a preferred developer

Residential Development

30-35% of buildings identified for residential use



Riverside Plots
o Feasibility Study completed
e Potential for 170-190 residential units

Sweeney’s Orchard:

o Capacity for over 100 residential units

e Parking to be accommodated on site

e Approximately 290-300 residential units across Abbey Quarter and
Sweeney’s Orchard

» State supports available to promote apartment development
* Ongoing discussions with the Land Development Agency
* Combination of cost-rental and social housing planned on site

Mr. Seamus Foley provided the following update:

Breagagh Bridge
e To be refurbished as part of the Project
e Significant works still required.

Bateman Quay
o High level of construction and on-site activity on street

Riverside Garden
e Continuation of works
e Area being tidied up with strong progress on site

Greensbridge Boardwalk:
e 9 month Project - Expected to completed by end of April.
e Opening dependent on resolution of Public Lighting [outside project control]

Engineer’s Block (former Diageo building):

e Purchased by the Council from Diageo

e Design Team to be appointed this year

e Planned refurbishment for business incubation space
e New public-realm laneway running through the site

Squash Courts:
e Construction timeframe is 9 months with 3 month tender process.
e Construction intended to complete by end of Q2

Watergate Theatre:
e Due for completion by June

Mr. Martin Prendiville provided an update on the following:

Building 7

e Wrap-around building adjoining the Brewhouse which is fully occupied

e Mix of office space with retail at ground-floor level along the open street

e Complex design due to irregular shape of building

e Planning permission secured

e Detailed design stage currently underway

e Development to be undertaken by the Council directly

e Council to buy back the site from the Partnership

e Borrowing of up to €24 million proposed to complete development

e Plan for Council to occupy 50% of office space

e Prospective tenant in discussion for 24% of space

e Construction to proceed once tenant agreement is secured

e Active campaign to secure tenant for remaining space

e Not feasible for Partnership to undertake this project at present due to at
least 40% increase in construction costs.



Implications for Council
o Offices in use: County Hall, John’s Green, Patrick’s Court, and Dean Street
e John’s Green and Patrick’s Court do not meet energy efficiency standards
and significant upgrade investment required
e Plan to dispose of Dean Street premises
e Council to acquire plot at original transfer value plus costs incurred to date
e Council to procure Contractor and manage construction
e Loan repayments funded by:
o rental income from third-party tenants
o Rental savings from current leased accommodation
o Annual funding shortfall of approx. €150,000-€200,000 to be met from
reserves.
e Within 2 years, outstanding loans for the Parade Project (€475k per annum)
and St. Francis Bridge will be cleared

Mr. Prendiville requested that the Elected Members consider the approval to
borrow up to €24 million to proceed with this development.

Cllr David Fitzgerald thanked the speakers for their presentations and said he
has been closely involved with the Abbey Quarter project since its purchase
was first proposed. He recalled that the proposal to buy the site from Diageo
came during the financial crash when the Council faced very difficult
circumstances and despite this, Members of Kilkenny County Council and
Kilkenny Borough Council showed vision and courage in acquiring such an
important site on behalf of the people of Kilkenny. He said the 2012 decision
was a brave one and based on the work presented it has clearly benefited both
the City and County.

He stated that a significant proposal is now before Members and formally
proposed that the Plan be adopted so development of this vital site can proceed.
He highlighted the opportunity to invest in the future of the City, the County
and local government, noting that the Local Authority now provides a much
broader range of services and is spread across multiple locations. This project
offers a long-term, strategic solution with lasting benefits.

Cllr. Fitzgerald pointed to the major successes already delivered through the
Abbey Quarter project including the repurposing of the Mayfair,
redevelopment of the former Brewhouse, the creation of a Skatepark, an Arts
and Theatre facility and the boardwalk linking North and South Kilkenny. He
emphasised that this project returns 17 acres from private ownership into public
ownership for the people of Kilkenny. By investing in this development, he
said, the Council will secure the future of local government in the County for
generations to come and strongly urged Members to support the proposal.

Cllr. Andrew McGuiness stated that he was happy to second the proposal and
fully support this well thought out plan as it presents a valuable opportunity
for Elected Members to make a positive decision that will impact Kilkenny City
for many years to come. He particularly welcomed the return of this site into
the public domain.

Cllr. Joe Malone agreed with previous speakers and said he fully supported the
project. He described it as an important development that will benefit Kilkenny
for future generations. He asked for a site visit to be arranged for Elected
Members to visit the site.

Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh advised that she had arranged with the Chief
Executive for Members to visit the Brewery Site in May.



Cllr. Sean O hArgain advised that he was pleased with the progress to date and
stressed the need to maximise housing opportunities in Sweeney’s Orchard.
He said that the working conditions for some Council staff are not acceptable
and that facilities should be brought together in a modern, state-of-the-art
building to support services into the future.

Cllr. Maria Dollard acknowledged that the Council’s work on the Public Realm
and Mayfair development have been of a very high standard and fully
delivered under the Council’s control. She stated that she felt that it was
difficult to clearly understand what the €24 million related to.

She thanked Tony, Martin and the Chief Executive for meeting with her to
discuss her concerns stating that she is cautious when it comes to decisions
involving €24 million and takes a very conservative approach to such financial
matters. She also noted that while some loans are due to be paid off within the
next two years and asked if the repayment of this loan would come directly
from the budget.

Cllr. John Coonan stated that he full supported this exciting development
which can be enjoyed by the people of Kilkenny.

Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick stated that the site is becoming well populated and
represents a positive story for Kilkenny and that relocating Council staff and
reducing rental costs makes good business sense. He noted the strong
partnership between the Elected Members, Executive and the Partnership and
that significant progress has been made and it is important to keep the project
moving forward.

Mr. Prendiville replied to Cllr. Dollard’s concerns stating that cost control
checks are built in at every stage and further cost reviews will take place once
the detailed design is completed and every effort will be made to keep costs
within the approved limits.

Cllr. Dollard proposed that the Abbey Quarter Partnership Board would have
atleast 3 Elected Members on the Board to oversee the final stages of the project.

Cllr. Eugene McGuinness stated that he had reservations but after meetings
with the Executive that he was happy with to move forward with the project.
He agreed with CllIr. Dollard that 2 or 3 Elected Members on the Board would
help to alleviate some of the concerns that people have.

Mr. Prendiville advised that it had already been agreed by the Council that no
Elected Members would sit on the Board and that any change to this
arrangement would need to be negotiated with the Partners. He stated that the
Partnership operates with full openness and transparency and confirmed that
he is available at any time to clarify issues or answer questions from Elected
Members.

Cathoirleach confirmed that as no direct amendment was made that the
proposal is carried.

It was proposed by Cllr. David Fitzgerald, seconded by Cllr. Andrew
McGuinness and resolved:

“That Kilkenny County Council hereby approves the raising of a loan of up to twenty
four million Euro (€24,000,000) from the Housing Finance Agency for any purpose
authorised under the Housing Acts”
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Gnéthai Corpardideacha - Corporate Affairs

()

Tuarascdil Mhiosiiil an Phriomhfheidhmeannaigh

Chief Executive’s Monthly Report

Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh advised that the Chief Executive Report will be
taken as read and this was agreed by all.

Comhfhreagras - Correspondence

()

Freagra on Aire Ag Chosaint Lionra an Phoist

Response from Minister Safeguarding the Post Office Network

Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh advised that correspondence will be taken as read
and this was agreed by all.

Cllr. Deirdre Cullen acknowledged the Minister’s response in relation to
Kilkenny Schools Campus. She said that the situation at Kilkenny City
Vocational School should be considered urgent, noting that the school currently
has no electricity due to adjacent building works. She highlighted that 28
students are still required to walk into the City twice a day for mobility breaks.
She explained that many of the students experience social and emotional
disadvantage and are already dealing with trauma, which the school works
hard to address and support and the lack of proper facilities is adding to that
trauma and preventing the school from providing the environment the
students deserve. She called for fairness and equity in education so that every
student in Kilkenny can reach their full academic potential regardless of
background.

She also said she was happy to hear comments from the Ténaiste indicating
that additional funding will be announced and asked that Kilkenny be part of
that funding and awaits an outcome for meeting with An Taoiseach.

Clir. Sean O hArgain said he was concerned with the response received stating
that children are being unfairly impacted after being promised a new school.
He said that years of underinvestment in special education are unacceptable
and asked for a commitment to progress the project in the coming months is
honoured, stressing that the community cannot wait another five years. He
noted that student numbers are already increasing and said the school must be
delivered as soon as possible.

Gné ar athlé 6 chruinnitiroimhe seo - Business adjourned from a previous Meeting

None.

Ddtai agus Amanta do chruinnithe a shocrii - Fix Dates & Times of Meetings

()
(i)

Sceideal na gCruinnithe - Schedule of Meetings
This was noted and agreed by all.

Cathaoirleach reminded Members of the Uisce Eireann Workshop taking place before
the April Meeting at 1.30 p.m.

Plé ar Thuairisci agus Moltai 6 Choisti an Comhairle
Consideration of Reports & Recommendations of Committees of the Council

None.

Gné Eile romhainn i bhFégra reachtdila an Chruinnithe
Other Business set forth in the Notice convening the Meeting

None.
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10.

11.

12.

Oideachas agus Oilitiint - Education & Training

Schedule of Conferences
Schedule of Conferences was noted.

Gnétha ag éiri as Miontuairisci - Matters Arising from Minutes

None.

Aon Ghné Eile - Any Other Business

Ms. Mary Mulholland, Director of Services spoke in relation to an issue at the February
Meeting. She said that Management respects the right of Members to express their views on
the Executive’s performance. However, it felt that the language used on a particular issue at
last month’s meeting was regrettable and offensive to staff. Management stressed that staff
are committed to carrying out their duties to the best of their ability and asked that Members
keep this in mind in future communications.

Cllr. Eugene McGuinness said that Members have the right to robustly question and debate
issues before the Council, while also being mindful of their language. He clarified that his
comments at the last meeting which related to tenant succession rights were about regulations
and not a criticism of staff. He stated that staff in the Housing Department do excellent work
in a high pressure environment and he would never intentionally undermine that work. His
aim was to highlight the need for a more balanced approach to tenant succession rules and
said he looks forward to working with colleagues on this issue.

Cllr. Pat Dunphy raised concerns regarding the lack of support for those who are ineligible for
the Housing List due to exceeding the financial threshold. It was agreed that this matter would
be submitted as a Notice of Motion for the April Plenary Meeting.

Cathaoirleach, Cllr. Mary Hilda Cavanagh congratulated all involved in the recent LAMA
Awards.

Fégrai Riiin - Notices of Motion

This Item was deferred to April Plenary Meeting.

Fégrai i dtaobh Riiin 6 Udardis Aititila eile ag lorg tacaiochta 6 Chomhairle Chontae Chill
Chainnigh - Notices of Motion from other local authorities seeking support of Kilkenny
County Council

This Item was deferred to April Plenary Meeting.

That concluded the business of the meeting.

CATHAOIRLEACH DATE

12



