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Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 4
Environmental Protection, Climate Action & Energy
[bookmark: _GoBack]11th December 2025
Meeting Room 2/Hybrid


In the Chair: 		Cllr. Eugene McGuinness.

In Attendance:	Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin, Cllr. Ger Frisby, Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick, Ms. Mary Rice; Cllr Mary Hilda Kavanagh; Cllr Joe Lyons

Also Present:	Tim Butler, Director of Service; Michael Arthurs, Senior Executive Officer; Denis Malone, Senior Planner; Catherine Millea, Senior Staff Officer; Chloe Martin, A/Assistant Staff Officer; 

Apologies: 	Mr. Noel O’Donoghue


Cllr Eugene McGuinness opened the meeting and welcomed the Committee members. 

Item 1	Declaration of interests  
	None reported.


Item 2	Matters Arising 

	1.  No Facility for recycling crutches
2. Septic tank on lands adjacent / farmers land – way leave agreement. Case by case basis.
3. Air Regulation Enforcement 
2 cases – 1 successful, 2nd due for hearing in March.
Better Compliance for solid fuel inspections.
4. Site visits discussed for Liberty & District Heating.
5. Paint reusability Scheme – Ferrybank Group did not submit application.


Item 3        Progress Report by Director of Services
Tim Butler gave update.  Well done to climate action on recent award in Chamber Awards
Mary Rice – can KCC provide any support to sustainable companies, such as Rossiter’s, which is closing down. Tim Butler advised that there is reduced rates for 4 years for new start-ups.
Grants available through LEO – Green grants.
Mary Rice – Huge Costs for online shopping, packaging, fuel for transport.
Cllr McGuinness – Any progress on derogation?
M. Arthur replied – 3 asst scientists carrying out farm inspections.
There was 300 carried out in 2025, with 308 being the target 
M. Arthurs also added that staff training for noise monitoring system has been completed and there are 2 new monitors in the city – The Butts & City Centre.

Item 4	CCTV

	M. Arthurs updated the meeting. Oversight committee would likely tie up end Dec, early Jan. Carlow and Longford have had successful cases. Provider is on board, needs to go to tender. Provider is based in Carlow.
Pat Fitz: What Type of CCTV?
M.Arthurs: HD Cameras with SD cards, overt cameras, signage will be in place for every location.
PF: Problem Areas? How long for installation?
Admissible in Court. Compliant with GDPR Regs.
2. Planning & Climate 
Cllr E. McGuiness raised the issue of the possibility of solar panels on the high street so that businesses can become carbon neutral. What is the attitude of planning towards solar panels going forward?
D. Malone: Need for balance of competing objectives, targets, there are generous exemptions based on a criterion, which is set out in the development plan 2021 – 2027, there is a specific chapter on conservation. There is a restriction on John Street – are the solar panels an imposition on the visual? if so, then planning is required. The restrictions do not mean you cannot – it is a case by case basis. It is very worthwhile in regards to climate change but it affects the heritage of the city and its history. It is achievable but at a cost.
Mary Rice – Tourism – streets benefit greatly from heritage in the city. Other heritage cities do not has solar panels. Solar panels change the street scape.
D. Malone: Solar Panels are only one way of increasing efficiency. Upgrades are varied and each one has its own benefits.
E. McGuinness thinks it would not impinge on the character of the street. Shows drone photos of extension of St Marys Church, on St Marys Lane.
D. Malone: We must follow procedure but this can also be subjective. There is a holistic approach that must be considered when looking at when development is taking place.
No Action points.


Item 5	SPC Work Programme
1. M. Arthurs gave presentation – PowerPoint to be circulated.
2. ASP 2026 – Rural water and Biodiversity to come under environment. Once finalised, a document will be circulated.
3. RMCEI – KCC follow regs laid out by the Environmental Protection Agency. They have the authority to force a Local authority to follow through with enforcement. Council have always addressed any issues that may have arisen in the past.
4. 2030 Targets – to advocate on the basis of climate action. KCC Climate Action Plan 2024 – 2029 KK City is a Decarbonising Zone. 36% of energy used is heating. As of August 2025, 44% energy efficiency, aiming for 50% by 2030.
Tim Butler thanked all staff in relation to raising the score – RMCEI.
5. District Heating Feasibility Study
Update from M. Arthurs. 12 months for study to be completed. Policy needs to move to make it viable for companies to sign up. Visit to site in Tallaght to make us more knowledgeable followed by strong engagement via a task force to identify the heating demands.


Item 6	Any Other Business
Date for site visits.
Textile Recovery – Liberty 
District Heating – Tallaght
Rediscovery Centre

Possibly 20th January 2026.

Meeting Dates going forward for 2026:
12.03.26
11.6.26
10.9.26
10.12.26
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