Minutes of Meeting of SPC 3 – Housing
Held on 12th of June 2025 – In Person
Present:	Cllr. Andrew McGuinness (Chairperson), Cllr Fidelis Doherty, Cllr. Michael Delaney, Cllr.  Stephanie Doheny, Cllr. Joe Malone, John Bourke, Madeleine Carroll, Ian Gardner, Mary Cashin, Meg Molloy
Apologies:	Cllr. Pat Fitzpatrick, Lisa Morris, Yvonne Moriarty, Michael Raggett
__________________________________________________________________________________
Cllr. Andrew McGuinness (Chair) welcomed all committee members.
Item 1 - Minutes of Previous Meeting 20/03/2025
Minutes were agreed.
Proposed: Cllr. Fidelis Doherty
Seconded: Cllr. Stephanie Doherty

Item 2 – Matters Arising
Traveller Queries
· Madeleine Carroll raised issues from a recent meeting with traveller families in the Wetlands.
· The four main issues discussed were:
1. Housing transfers and losing a place on the housing list if getting a caravan.
2. TAP review frequency.
3. Downsizing for larger families if children move out.
4. Having a housing representative meet with the traveller families. 
· Cllr. McGuinness explained that many of these issues are addressed at LTAC meetings.
· Ian agreed and requested a representative from St. Mary's join the LTAC meetings.
· Mary mentioned there is a Tenant Liaison Officer for support and would follow up on the caravan loan query.
· Mary informed the committee that TAP (Traveller Accommodation Programme 2025-2029) is a five-year plan with a mid-term review.
[bookmark: _Hlk190866802]Action Items:
· Mary to follow up about caravan loans and issue a response to the committee.
General Housing Update
· A presentation was given to the committee.
· Mary reviewed the stats for each section.
· Cllr. McGuinness asked for an update on TC.64 Parc na Gowan; Mary and Ian said it's a planning query.
· Cllr. Malone asked about social housing needs; Mary said there's a 50% need in the City and 85% need for 1-2 bed homes in the County.
· Cllr. Malone asked about the community centre allocation in the Crokers Hill development; Ian said expressions of interest went out, but only one applicant remains.
· Ian mentioned exceeding affordable housing targets.
· Discussion shifted to the Ogenty development, Cllr. McGuinness asked about occupancy timing.
· Mary said it's imminent and ongoing communication with potential tenants is happening.
· Cllr. McGuinness sought reassurance that further communication would occur; Mary agreed.
Action Items:
· SPC secretary to follow up with the Planning Section and ask them to issue an update to Cllr.  McGuinness about TC.64 Parc na Gowan. 
GDPR Consent Forms
There were two queries about GDPR consent forms from the last meeting
Queries-
1. If a written instruction from a constituent will suffice in lieu of Kilkenny County Council’s consent form (Data Protection).
2. If wording can be simplified on Kilkenny County Councils consent form.
Mary liaised with the Data Protection Officer on GDPR consent forms and gave the following responses:
1. Yes, written instructions from a constituent would be acceptable as long as it is clear as to what they are consenting to.
1. The wording is the wording as agreed with the LGMA, CCMA and the AILG. The Data Protection Officer agreed to take in to account any amendments suggested by members of the committee. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk200968269]Cllr. Doheny advised that constituents do not understand the wording. Mary said the form will be issued to members of the committee for their input and then forwarded to the Data Protection Officer for his input.
Action Items:
· SPC secretary to circulate the consent form to the committee members for their input.
Notification Process for Housing Offers
· Cllr. McGuinness noted reps are not informed when a house is offered to their constituents.
· Cllr. Malone mentioned that allocation lists used to be sent to Elected Members.
· Ian explained GDPR prevents publishing such lists and advised using the IHouse system as a method of recording reps. 
· Cllr. Malone requested this item be added to the September meeting agenda.
Action Items:
· SPC secretary to add “Notification Process for Housing Offers” to the agenda for the September meeting.

CBL User Tutorials
· Cllr. McGuinness raised issues with the CBL system, including people not "checking out" properties and accessibility for older or individuals with underlying issues.
· Mary assured that older people are not left behind and properties are advertised traditionally for them. Staff in the Housing Section are available to help applicants with the CBL system.
· Cllr. McGuinness questioned the logging on time; Ian clarified there's a week-long window and a prior warning text message.
· Cllr. McGuinness found the text message informing applicants of properties being advertised on the CBL website misleading; Mary agreed to review it.

Action Items:
· Mary to review the wording of the CBL text message.

Date of Next Meeting
4th of September 2025

Item 3 – AOB
· Cllr. Delaney inquired about the development or sale of sites in Tullaroan.
· Ian stated that housing provision is need-based, and the council prefers to retain sites for future use.
· Cllr. Doheny announced her maternity leave and absence from the September meeting.
· Cllr. McGuinness concluded the meeting by thanking the Housing staff for answering all their queries. 
This concluded the meeting.

