 Minutes of the Meeting Strategic Policy Committee (SPC1) Economic Development, Enterprise Support, Tourism, Planning & Development Policy
In the Council Chamber, Kilkenny County Council 
Thursday 4th December 2025 at 11.30am - DRAFT
Present:  Cllr Michael Doyle (Chair), Cllr. Maria Dollard, Cllr. John Coonan, Mr. Brian Hamilton, Mr. Brian Crowdle, Ms. Marion Acreman
Apologies: Cllr. David Fitzgerald, Cllr. Brian Cleere.
In Attendance: Ms. Aileen McGrath, Mr. Tim Butler, Ms. Marion Fennelly, Mr. Frank Stafford, Mr. Cathal McAuley (Kilkenny People)
	Item
	

	1.
	Declaration of Interest: 
Mr. Sean Cummins stated he has an interest relating to land requirements and access for the greenway development.

Mr. Brian Crowdle declared a conflict of interest relating to the Museum of Medieval Kilkenny.

	2. 
	Confirmation of Minutes:
The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 25th September 2025 were proposed by Cllr. John Coonan and seconded by Ms. Marion Acreman.

	3. 
	Matters Arising:
Matters relating to the South East Greenway were raised at the meeting of 25th September and it was noted Frank Stafford, Senior Engineer would address the SPC in consideration of these matters.


	4.
	Consideration of Policy issues
(1) Kilkenny County Council Project and Parks office.
Mr. Frank Stafford gave a detailed presentation which included an update on Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure scheme, Museum of Medieval Kilkenny & Greenways.

Mr. Sean Cummins thanked Mr. Stafford for the presentation. He went on to raise the matters of landowner buyin and landowner concerns in relation to these types of greenway schemes; the implications of route selection, use of old railway lines or private land and enquired if there was scope within route selection. He noted landowner concerns in relation to financial implications, infrastructure implications and disruption of farm activities and emphasized the importance of engagement with the IFA.

Mr. Frank Stafford replied there is some flexibility on routes taken and impacts on the environment are considered in making these decisions in keeping with the standard guidelines, he advised meetings with landowners are ongoing and railway lines are used where available and feasible for use. He went on to note he is in contact with the IFA and all routes are discussed with land owners in the first instance.

Cllr. Michael Doyle welcomed the good progress and stated there has been issues with landowners as its intensive farming area he went on to note land is valuable and it’s important to keep the communication channels open at all times.

Cllr. John Coonan went on to endorse the comments on the quality of the presentation and enquired if there is a planned pump track in Countryside park in Dunmore to which Mr. Frank Stafford replied the Countryside park is build on a landfill and due to this it has limited development capacity but went on to note work was ongoing to identify a location for a pump track in Kilkenny.

Cllr. John Coonan added that was great to see the Tholsel returning to its original façade and asked if it is possible to include a changing place facility and to arrange for councilors to come visit Tholsel Building to the progress on the works.

Mr. Frank Stafford answered a changing place facility is not proposed at the moment, that space is very tight as restoration of some features meant that floor area is tighter and agreed a visit could be arranged pending permission of the contractors and Health and Safety.

Ms. Marion Acreman added it was a great presentation and great to see a focus on rural Kilkenny and recommended that these quality walks be advertised to the locals as well as visitors and suggested using the Kilkenny App.

Mr. Frank Stafford responded these walks are promoted on Kilkenny websites such as Trail Kilkenny and Outdoor Kilkenny and that his team where always looking for ways to improve advertising these local facilities and trials.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Cllr Maria Dollard enquired if Greenways where an initiative to encourage reduction in car usage or are they tourism initiatives, how the issues of gate closures was addressed and when the hoarding around the Tholsel was scheduled to be removed. In relation to the Tholsel she queried if access to St Mary’s graveyard would be behind a pay wall.

Mr. Stafford addressed those queries by noting greenways had dual benefit in encouraging visitors and reducing car usage. He noted systems of gate closures were in place on the existing green way to ensure farm safety. He advised the Hoarding was due to be removed in advance of the Summer 2026 season and there would not be requirement to pay to access the graveyard.

(2) Update on Local Enterprise Office Kilkenny outcomes year to date 2025 and an outline of the new Local Enterprise Development Plan 2026/2027 
Ms. Aileen McGrath gave a presentation on proposed Local Enterprise Development Plan 2026 to 2027. It outlined the policy statement on the local enterprise offices forms the basis of the LEDP and focuses on future proofing small businesses in Ireland through four Pillars. Ms. Aileen McGrath also circulated updates on the LEO metrics/outcomes delivered year to date by the LEO.

	5.
	Any Other Business:
No other Business was discussed at this meeting.
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	Date of Next Meeting:
The next SPC 1 meeting will be held on the 26th March 2026 from 4 O’clock in Council Chambers in County Hall.

Dates for SPC 1 meetings in 2026:

Thursday 25th June 2026 at 4pm
Thursday 24th September 2026 at 4pm
Thursday 3rd December at 11.30am
Cllr. Michael Doyle thanked all committee members for attending, the meeting concluded at 1pm.




Signed: 	_____________________________		Date: ____________
CLLR. Michael Doyle
