 Minutes of the Meeting Strategic Policy Committee (SPC1) Economic Development, Enterprise Support, Tourism, Planning & Development Policy
In the Council Chamber, Kilkenny County Council 
Thursday 25th September 2025 at 2.00pm 
Present:  Cllr Michael Doyle (Chair), Cllr. David Fitzgerald, Cllr. John Coonan, Mr. Brian Hamilton, Mr. Brian Crowdle. 
Apologies: Cllr. Maria Dollard, Cllr. Brian Cleere, Mr. Sean Cummins.
In Attendance: Ms. Aileen McGrath, Mr. Denis Malone, Ms. Marion Fennelly, Cathal McAuley (Kilkenny People)
	Item
	

	
	Special Item
The winner in the intermediate category of the National Student Enterprise awards Mr. Michael O’ Keefe was acknowledged for his award at the start of the SPC1 meeting along with deputy principal Mr. Liam Smith of Kilkenny College.   Chair of the committee Cllr. Michael Doyle thanked Michael for his interest and participation in the competition and acknowledged the hard work of parent and teachers in supporting these initiatives.  
All members of the committee supported this sentiment and wished Michael the very best of luck in the future. 

	1.
	Declaration of Interest: 
There were no declared conflicts of interest. 

	2. 
	Confirmation of Minutes:
The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 19th June 2025 were proposed by Cllr. John Coonan and seconded by Mr. Brian Crowdle.

	3. 
	Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising. 

	4.
	Progress Report:
Mr. Denis Malone identified some key items in the progress report that had been circulated in advance of the meeting and opened the floor to any queries relating to the matters raised in the report.

Cllr. John Coonan acknowledged that there had been great progress recently made on the local parks and Festivals in Kilkenny. 

Cllr. Michael Doyle enquired what progress had been made with bicycle connection from Woodstock to the Southeast Greenway and enquired about outstanding issues and available land requirement to complete the connection.  Cllr. Doyle also sought further information on how vacant sites are identified. 

Mr. Denis Malone responded that the Woodstock to South East Greenway is currently in Phase 1 stage the project currently undergoing its first public consultation. The project will move to a second public consultation in late 2025, following technical assessments and public feedback. 

Mr Malone went on to note that there is a change in legislation governing vacant sites under the Urban Regeneration and Housing Act 2015. Revenue are taking over the collecting of money and the Council identifies the site.
Cllr. David Fitzgerald enquired about available funding for the Kilkenny to Dunmore greenway/cycle path and the progression of plans around same. Cllr. Fitzgerald also requested an update on Shee Alms House.

Mr Malone advised that it is intended that Mr. Frank Stafford Senior Engineer in Parks and special projects would attend the next SPC meeting in December and he could provide an update on Dunmore link from Kilkenny. 

Ms. McGrath advised the group that there was an expression of interest process in progress for the use of Shee Alms House and that a Committee was meeting to review the applications in early October. 


	5.
	Consideration of Policy issues
(1) Housing Growth

Mr. Denis Malone indicated that the Minister is to extend the life of the current development plan under section 28 guidelines. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]As a requirement of the guidelines Mr. Malone noted that Kilkenny Co.Co.  had started an exercise which is an audit of zoned land and once concluded this report will be brought to Elected Members.  

Cllr. Michael Doyle noted that zoned additional land will need to have the suitable additional services. 

Cllr. David Fitzgerald enquired about the future for Traveller housing in Kilkenny noting that based on population growth, 43 new houses are required for social housing/traveller accommodation and he sought further information on where land for these 43 houses would be provided.

Mr. Denis Malone noted this matter would need to be bought to the Housing SPC’s, noting the zoning of appropriate land would have to be considered in due course.

Mr. Brian Hamilton enquired if Irish Water or Kilkenny County Council have a map of critical water infrastructure projects. Mr Malone answered it could be a possibly be available. 

Cllr. Michael Doyle added availability of water Infrastructure is a matter which needs to be resolved.

	6
	Any Other Business:

Work programme
Ms. McGrath noted that the proposed work programme for 2025 and 2026 had been     circulated for the Committee to review, the work programme was noted and agreed. 

Mr. Brian Crowley enquired if a new link is planned on the Tullaroan road and if further information was available on the chosen route and time frame for delivery.

Mr. Denis Malone replied there is a planning application in for a sustainable link that connects the Tullaroan road to Freshford past the CBS school.



	7
	Date of Next Meeting:
The next SPC 1 meeting will be held on the 4th December 2025 from 11.30 to 1 O’Clock in Council Chambers in County Hall.

The committee agreed to have the SPC1 meetings for 2026 at a later time of 3.30pm in the chambers.

Cllr. Michael Doyle thanked all committee members for attending, the meeting concluded at 3.30pm.




Signed: 	_____________________________		Date: ____________
CLLR. Michael Doyle
