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Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 4
Environmental Protection, Climate Action & Energy
11th June 2026
Meeting 1/Hybrid


In the Chair: 		Cllr. Eugene McGuinness.

In Attendance:	Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin, Cllr. Ger Frisby, Ms. Mary Rice; Cllr Joe Lyons, James Murphy, Mr. Noel O’ Donoghue; Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick; Noel O’ Donoghue – KSPCA.

Also Present:	Fiona Deegan, Director of Service; Michael Arthurs, Senior Executive Officer; Catherine Millea, Senior Staff Officer; Chloe Martin, A/Assistant Staff Officer; Margeret Whelan, A/Climate Action Officer; James Brennan, Executive Engineer – Rural Water; Barry Whelan, Executive Scientist; Edel Brett, Executive Engineer – Waste.

Apologies: 	Sarah Kent; Laura Murphy; Cllr Mary Hilda Kavanagh;


Cllr Eugene McGuinness opened the meeting and welcomed the Committee members. 

Item 1	Declaration of interests  
	None reported.

Item 2 	Confirmation of Minutes

	Proposed by Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin and seconded by Mary Rice

Item 3	Matters Arising 

· Cllr McGuinness and Mary Rice commended the SPC members recent trip to the Rediscovery Centre, Liberty Recycling Ltd, and the South Dublin District Heating Facility, and it was agreed it was very a beneficial trip.
· Cllr P. Fitzpatrick asked for an update on Greenstar, commenting that the issue has put excessive pressure on the CAS in Dunmore, specifically, traffic issues. Fiona Deegan responded that the CAS had experienced an increase in customers and stated that customers and traffic were dealt with in a timely and correct manner. Fiona advised that Greenstar are applying for an increase in tonnage, to enable them to acquire a revised Waste Facility Permit and therefore reopen to customers.
· Edel Brett stated that she will ensure that information about alternative waste facilities be circulated in the media. A discussion took place to agree on the most appropriate way to communicate waste disposal information for all potential customers.
· Cllr O hArgain asked for an update regarding farm plastic disposal from the last meeting.

Item 4        Progress Report by Director of Services
Fiona Deegan presented highlights of the Director’s Report which was sent to Committee members in advance of the meeting.

· She welcomed Margaret Whelan as A/ Climate Action Officer, and informed the members that 20 communities have been awarded a total of €577,659 to deliver climate action projects under Phase 2 of the Community Climate Action Programme 

· KCC CO2 emissions reduced by 10% in 2025 compared to 2024 and fossil fuel emissions reduced by 2% compared to 2024. 
· Anti-Dumping and Anti Fly Tipping Campaign is now in its 7th week
· The visit by the Members of SPC 4 to the Rediscovery Centre, Liberty Recycling Ltd, and the South Dublin District Heating Facility was beneficial and feedback from members was positive
· €20,000 was donated to 3 local organisations, following a successful prosecution under the Waste Management Act. 
· There are 9 open prosecutions and 16 waste enforcement cases opened to date in 2026.
· Air, Noise & Water – the target is 308 farm inspections for 2026 and to date, 99 initial GAP inspections, 44 follow ups,2 cross reports and 8 septic tank inspections have been carried out. There is an increase in inspections completed year on year with 57% in 2023, 67% in 2024 and 69% in 2025. 
· New noise monitors will be purchased, and staff will monitor information from air monitors. All solid fuel inspections for Q1 are complete, with the rest to be completed in Q4. Any noncompliance for discharge licenses are being followed up at present.
· In May 2026, dry bulk waste entering the CAS was greater than mixed waste.
· 77 applications for well grants have been received this year to date. Applications for Group water scheme subsidies are open, and the closing date is 30th of June 2026.

Item 5	 Climate Action Charter 
· Margaret Whelan advised that a new Climate Action Charter was signed by CEO on 15th of May 2026 and demonstrates how KCC will improve energy rating through fleet, public lighting and building upgrades  specifically County Hall, The Watershed and Watergate.
· Cllr McGuiness stated that government grants need to be increased to enable citizens to transition to energy efficient practices and suggested that a farm visit may be beneficial to SPC members.
· James Murphy stated that achieving a 51% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions is overly ambitious.
· Cllr Fitzpatrick enquired if it is possible to increase the number of  E.V chargers and if there will be new planning regs to allow for EV chargers where they cross footpaths?
· Michael Arthurs advised that Sarah Kent, CARO is working on fleet management in line with a national strategy. 

Item 6	National Enforcement Priority Report (NEP)
· Edel Brett presented KCC’s results of the 2025 report.   KCC were awarded Strong or Excellent in 10 out of the 15 categories, and moderate in 5 categories. She stated focus will be placed on following up on non-compliance from a household and commercial premises and waste facility permit holders will be inspected to ensure compliance. The 5 Community wardens in KMD will inspect areas within their jurisdiction.
· Water Quality – Discharge licences and misconnections scored moderate in the NEP report, and these will be a priority for 2026. 
· Cllr. Fitzpatrick enquired about non-compliant waste collection providers particularly in the north of the county where bin lorries cannot access narrow roads.  Catherine Millea stated Doheny’s provide bags where access is an issue.
· James Murphy stated that segregation is vital and stated farm waste plastics cannot be accepted if they are not separated.
· Cllr  O’hArgain stated that climate action needs increased focus during the policy making process.
· Fiona Deegan advised that EU/National policy is being adhered to therefore an SPC does not have the power to change policies and the Climate Action Plan was adopted by elected members as a reserved function.
· Discussion took place regarding the Climate Action Plan and progress reports.

Item 7	Farmyard Inspection Programme
· NAIP – (National Agricultural Inspection Programme) in KCC is led by Barry Whelan, Executive Scientist, with 4 assistant scientists and areas for inspection are advised by the EPA.   Barry stated there is 28% of noncompliance.  
· James Murphy stated the inspection programme is working well but grant structure not sufficient. as some farmers can’t afford new pits, tanks etc. Barry Whelan said KCC will work with farmers while being mindful of financial concerns. 
· James Murphy requested that KCC contact IFA County Chair when major breaches occur so they can work with the farmer to arrive at a solution. He is also concerned about lack of communications regarding moving of topsoil as farmers are unaware of regulations about cross contamination. Fiona Deegan stated that KCC are working with the Mart to develop a communication strategy which will address such issues and a discussion took place exploring the possibility of using Agri-land as a communication channel.
· A discussion took place about the possibility that a farm may have caused the 7-week closure of a number of bathing areas in 2025. Staff are working with the HSE to resolve this issue and avoid future occurrences.

Item 8	Rural Water 
· James Brennan presented an update on Small Private Supplies (SPS). All SPS are  operating  on a legal basis in line with current government regulations.  There are approximately 134 SPS consisting of 12 Pre Schools, 20 Schools, 19 Public Houses, 2 Nursing Homes, 18 Housing Estates, 2 Hotels, 27 Food Prep, 10 B&B and 24 General Business.
· KCC are the supervising authority for all SPS in Kilkenny and under current regulations all SPS must submit 2 Group A samples (check sample) and 1 Group B sample (audit sample) per annum to ensure compliance with EU Drinking Water Regulations.
· Tender for Testing and Reporting of Water Samples was advertised on Etenders in Q2 2026 to ensure best value for money was achieved. Sampling programme is set to commence at the end of June/early July. 
· SPS can get their own samples but guideline regs will need to be followed

Item 9	Carbon Tax
· Michael Arthurs presented information on Carbon Tax.  Details were provided on how the tax is used by central government and the benefits of same.

Item 10 AOB
· Mary Rice stated that €2500 worth of bulbs were cut by a contractor cutting the grass. She enquired about penalties for the contractor and said it was happening frequently.  Cllr McGuiness will bring issue to KMD.
· Mary Rice also queried about digging in Bishops Meadow and stated she wasn’t aware as there was no public consultation or communication. 
· There was a discussion about the elimination of spraying of Glyphosate and if it was necessary on foot paths and buildings. 
· There was a discussion about the possibility of installation of bottle banks in Ferrybank as Slieverue is under too much pressure. Finding a suitable location is an issue but a solution should be forthcoming shortly.
· Cllr Eugene McGuinness was thanked for his role as Chairperson of SPC 4 as this is his last time as Chairperson.
· There was a discussion about WEEE recycling sites in the county. 
· There was a discussion about farm plastics particularly CTB Recycling Gowran as there is an issue with  exceeding tonnage and storage. 

Next Meeting – 10th September 2026
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