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Minutes of Strategic Policy Committee 4
Environmental Protection, Climate Action & Energy
1st April 2026
Council Chamber/Hybrid


In the Chair: 		Cllr. Eugene McGuinness.

In Attendance:	Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin, Cllr. Ger Frisby, Ms. Mary Rice; Cllr Mary Hilda Kavanagh; Cllr Joe Lyons, James Murphy, 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Also Present:	Fiona Deegan, Director of Service; Michael Arthurs, Senior Executive Officer; Catherine Millea, Senior Staff Officer; Chloe Martin, A/Assistant Staff Officer; Margeret Whelan, Environmental Awareness Officer; Claire Prendergast, A/Community Climate Action Officer; Johan Muller, Energy Officer – Climate Action; Laura Murphy, A/Senior Staff Officer - Rural Water; James Brennan, Executive Engineer – Rural Water

Apologies: 	Mr. Noel O’Donoghue; Cllr Pat Fitzpatrick


Cllr Eugene McGuinness opened the meeting and welcomed the Committee members. 

Item 1	Declaration of interests  
	None reported.

Item 2 	Confirmation Of Minutes
	Proposed by Cllr. Seán Ó hArgáin and seconded by Cllr Mary Hilda Cavanagh


Item 3	Matters Arising 

• CCTV pilots for illegal dumping are underway and footage is due to be reviewed. 

Item 4        Progress Report by Director of Services

• The new Director of Environment and Climate, Fiona Deegan in post since February 19, summarised the circulated Director’s report.
• The second phase of the Community Climate Action Program closed with €1 million in applications and €500,000 in available funding; projects have been assessed and submitted for departmental approval.
• The Climate Action team was shortlisted for a national sustainability award, recognizing their community engagement efforts.
• 94% of the 99 actions in the Climate Action Plan have commenced, with ongoing delivery and a detailed breakdown provided in the report.
• Environmental awareness initiatives included a six-site CCTV pilot for illegal dumping, a Gardening for Nature workshop, and ongoing Green Flag school assessments.
Waste Management, Enforcement, and Water Quality
• Waste management updates included high food waste tonnage and ongoing challenges with construction and demolition (C&D) waste.
• Staff attended a seminar on C&D waste enforcement, focusing on new regulations and responsibilities for producers and hauliers.
• Environmental complaints, primarily illegal dumping, are managed via a CRM system; in February, 91 complaints were logged, with 63 related to illegal dumping and 68 resolved.
• Farm inspections target 308 sites in 2026, with a new agriculture inspector added to the team; septic tank and solid fuel inspections are also underway.
• Private water supply grants increased to 32 applications and €88,000 paid out by February 2026, up from 25 applications and €73,000 in the previous year.	


Item 5	Rural Water – Small Private Supplies (SPSs)

• Small private water supplies must comply with new EU regulations, including registration, regular monitoring, and corrective actions if contamination is detected.
• From 2026, private supply owners will be invoiced for sampling and testing costs, estimated at €2,000 for two check samples and one audit sample.
• The council is tendering for laboratory services to ensure value for money and will communicate final costs and schedules to stakeholders.

Item 6	Any Other Business
Allotments
• Cllr McGuiness raised questions about the possibility of expanding allotments due to high demand and interest in the area.
M. Whelan E.A.O informs meeting that the allotments fall under the remit of parks but states that as they are getting so much use that there is a need for interdepartmental collaboration.
Waste Facility Issues
• Concerns were voiced by Cllr McGuinness about the Panda/Greenstar waste facility.  Fiona Deegan informs the meeting that Greenstar are exceeding its permit tonnage, requiring compliance in the form of planning permission to extend the size of the facility. She also advises that communication of alternative disposal options has been circulated.
• James Murphy raises concerns about Farm plastics recycling in Gowran, it was praised as vital for the farming community, with calls for continued council support and regulatory compliance as he is facing difficulties with meeting criteria. Fiona Deegan assures James Murphy that this will be looked at and KCC will keep him informed.
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Noise Monitoring and Enforcement Powers
• The Environment Section currently has one noise monitor but it requires replacement, with staff trained and certified; the need for additional monitors will be reviewed.
• Distinction was made between environmental noise (council’s remit) and nuisance noise from businesses (limited enforcement powers, mainly through planning conditions).
• Councillors suggested future agenda items to address gaps in noise enforcement, especially regarding business premises and nightclubs.

River Nore Water Quality and Bathing Areas
•Cllr Seán Ó hArgáin raises Concerns about last summer’s river closures. He was advised that there is ongoing investigations and participation in the River Nore Catchment Group.
• Monthly water quality monitoring is conducted at traditional bathing spots, with consideration of live monitoring technologies, as well as a large number of farm inspections and discharge licence inspections having been carried out but proved inconclusive.
• External party engagement, including Triathlon Ireland and HSE, is ongoing to align standards and improve communication.
• Community concerns about wastewater treatment plant discharges near bathing areas in Inistioge were raised by James Murphy, with calls for prioritisation and continued pressure on Irish Water.


Climate Action Plan Implementation and Performance
• The Climate Change Advisory Council’s 2025 review shows Ireland is off track for 2030 emission targets, underscoring the urgency of local action.
• Kilkenny’s Climate Action Plan includes 99 actions, with 94% commenced and a focus on adaptation, mitigation, and cross-cutting measures.
• Achievements include ISO 50001 energy management accreditation, staff training, and embedding climate action across all council service areas.
• Legally binding targets require a 50% improvement in energy efficiency and a 51% reduction in CO2 emissions by 2030.
• Community engagement is strong, with over €500,000 in climate action funding and active participation in local projects.

Graveyard Grant Scheme and Historic Site Management
• The graveyard grant scheme allocates €24,000 annually, with 53 applications received and grants ranging from €300 to €1,000.
• Discussions emphasised the importance of sensitive maintenance, expert oversight, and the potential for tourism development at historic graveyards.
• A database of 425 historic graveyards exists, with 13 active burial grounds under council responsibility; further analysis and risk assessment are planned.
• Councillors recommended considering dedicated funding for historic graveyard tourism and maintenance in future budgets.

Animal Welfare, Control of Horses and Control of Dogs
• The council continues to work with landowners and the traveling community with horse control, with recent seizures and rehoming efforts.
• Animal welfare enforcement by KCC is limited to straying and nuisance cases; welfare issues are referred to the Department of Agriculture, as KCC are not authorised with regard to animal welfare.
• Public Awareness campaigns on dog control during lambing season are ongoing, emphasising owner responsibility to prevent sheep attacks.
• Councillors commended the council’s progress in reducing stray horse incidents and fostering constructive relationships with the traveling community.

Update from environmental Awareness Officer
· An anti-dumping and anti-litter campaign has been launched, using local images sent in from members of the public, reporting illegal dumping across the county, and digital screens to promote responsible waste disposal. 
· A site visit to the Rediscovery Centre, Liberty Recycling, and South Dublin District system is scheduled for April 17th, with details to be circulated by Mags Whelan.

Next Meeting Date
11th June 2026
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