Minutes of the Meeting Strategic Policy Committee (SPC1) Economic Development, Enterprise Support, Tourism, Planning & Development Policy
In the Council Chambers, Kilkenny County Council Thursday 25th June 2026 at 4.00pm - DRAFT
Present:  Cllr. David Fitzgerald (Chair), Cllr. John Coonan, Mr. Brian Hamilton, 
Apologies: Cllr. Michael Doyle, Cllr. Brian Cleere, Cllr. Maria Dollard, Mr. Brian Crowdle, Mr. Sean Cummins, Ms. Marion Acreman
In Attendance: Ms. Aileen McGrath, Ms, Annette Fitzpatrick & Ms. Marion Fennelly.
	Item
	

	1.
	Declaration of Interest: 
None

	2. 
	Confirmation of Minutes:
The minutes of the previous meeting held on the 26th March 2026 were proposed by Cllr. John Coonan and seconded by Mr. Brian Hamilton.

	3. 
	Matters Arising:
The matter of guidelines in relation to wastewater and developer led infrastructure was raised at the meeting of 26th of March, it was noted that the guidance had subsequently been published in Circular 1/2026 from the Department of Housing on Developer Led Infrastructure (DLI) Initiative for Wastewater Services to support Housing Delivery.


	4.
	Consideration of Policy Issues:

(1) [bookmark: _Hlk234577688]Update on Activities Town Centre First – Presentation by Annette Fitzpatrick, TRO
Ms. Annette Fitzpatrick gave a detailed presentation on activities of the Town Regeneration Office in Kilkenny. She outlined that the purpose of her office is to address vacancy, dereliction and decline in towns and villages through engagement with the local community, implementation of the vacant property grants scheme and application of the Derelict Sites legislation. 

Ms. Fitzpatrick updated about projects in Urlingford including the refurbishment of the community centre and the Exit 4 remote working hub.  Projects in rural towns and villages are eligible for funding under such streams such as T&V and RRDF.  Projects in the city come under other funding streams such as URDF, THRIVE and Towns and Cities Regeneration Investment Fund. She outlined some statistics in relation to the vacant property refurbishment grant and advised that €8.5 million has been paid out in Refurbishment grants to individuals since May 2026.   

The Chair and attendees noted congratulations to Ms. Fitzpatrick and her team on the successful events held the previous Monday in Johnstown and Urlingford.

Cllr. John Coonan acknowledged the number of grants available and asked if specific funding is available to KCC for properties in Kilkenny city.

Ms. Fitzpatrick answered some funding available to acquire vacant properties in Kilkenny City.  
Cllr. David Fitzgerald asked if a list of vacant and derelict Buildings is published. 

Ms. Fitzpatrick in response outlined the KCCs powers of compulsory acquisition under the Derelict site’s legislation, in cases where properties are both vacant and derelict and noted that the derelict list is published and lists of vacant properties are is not published.

Mr. Brian Hamilton commented that it’s important to encourage take up of these grants especially for old buildings and that prompt timelines for approval and payments of funds for these grants is important

(2) Update on applications made under Towns & Cities Regeneration Investment Fund Round 1 

Ms. Aileen McGrath gave a presentation on Town & Cities Regeneration Investment fund 2026. The purpose of this to support transformative, place based regeneration projects in eligible towns and cities. Ms. McGrath spoke about the 4 applications that have been submitted for funding:

· 1A- Greensbridge Sustainable Mobility Project.
· 1A Kilkenny City Riverside Transformation Initiative.
· I B Kilkenny City Centre Vibrants Streets.
· IB Butts Regeneration Project.

Cllr. David Fitzgerald enquired when the outcome of the process would be announced. Ms. Aileen McGrath replied the timeline for decision was not confirmed and that Department had noted a large volume of applications have been submitted for funding.

Cllr. John Coonan added he noted huge work goes into these applications and that great success will be achieved for Kilkenny by this securing this funding.

Mr. Brian Hamilton asked if an application was made for funding in Ferrybank to this Ms. Aileen McGrath answered not on this occasion, that works funding under URDF Call 2 were ongoing in that area.

(3) [bookmark: _GoBack]Brief County & City Development Plan Update 

Ms. Aileen McGrath gave a brief update that the County and City Development Plan is due to expire in 2027. This process around the timeline to develop the plan is ongoing, it is expected the current lifetime of the existing plan could be extended a number of years. Kilkenny County Council are waiting on further direction from the Department which is expected before summer recess and a further update will be provided at the next SPC meeting.


	6.
	Any Other Business:
Ms. Aileen McGrath noted that Mr. Brian Crowdle had submitted notice of his resignation from the Committee. She went on to note that she and Mr Tim Butler had conveyed their thanks and appreciation to Mr. Crowdle for his time and attendance over the years.
 It was noted the Construction Industry Federation were expected to be in touch with SPC administrators with notification of Brians replacement in due course.

Ms McGrath referred back to comments at the SPC meeting of March in relation to the possibility of the SPC undertaking for the September SPC meeting a study visit out of the County on the topic of renewable energy. 

It was agreed by the group that the meeting Administrator would carry out further research and revert with more information.  

Cllr. David Fitzgerald added if it would be possible to consider having the SPC1 meetings in the four Municipal districts - Kilkenny, Castlecomer, Thomastown/Callan and Piltown to which Ms Aileen McGrath responded yes this could be considered. 


	7
	Date of Next Meeting:
· The next SPC 1 meeting will be held on the 24th September 2026 at 4pm 

Proposal for consideration to host the next SPC meeting offsite on learning visit regarding wind energy – This was agreed by the Committee to go ahead.

Date for the remaining SPC 1 meetings in 2025:
· 3rd December 2026 from 11.30 in Council Chambers in County Hall.

Cllr. Fitzgerald thanked all committee members for attending, the meeting concluded at 4.40pm.




Signed: 	_____________________________		Date: ____________
CLLR. David Fitzgerald
