 Minutes of the Meeting Strategic Policy Committee (SPC1) Economic Development, Enterprise Support, Tourism, Planning & Development Policy
In the Council Chamber, Kilkenny County Council 
Thursday 26th March 2026 at 4 pm
Present:  Cllr. Michael Doyle (Chair), Cllr. Maria Dollard, Cllr. John Coonan, Mr. Brian Hamilton, Mr. Brian Crowdle, Ms. Marion Acreman & Mr. Sean Cummins.
Apologies: Cllr. David Fitzgerald, Cllr. Brian Cleere.
In Attendance: Ms. Aileen McGrath, Mr. Tim Butler, Ms. Marion Fennelly, Mr. Cathal McAuley (Kilkenny People)
	Item
	

	1.
	Declaration of Interest: 
Mr. Brian Hamilton wished for a correction to be made to the minutes of the 4th April 2024.  The minutes were changed to the following

Mr. Brian Hamilton made a specific declaration concerning his own property Island House and its driveway and historic bridge. He pointed out that greenways can only be constructed on private property as a result of a Compulsory Purchase Order in the last resort. All that can be achieved is a permissive recreational access with the agreement of the landowner.



	2. 
	Confirmation of Minutes:
The minutes, taking account of the amendment noted above, of the previous meeting held on the 4th December 2025 were proposed by Cllr. John Coonan and seconded by Mr. Brian Crowdle.

	3. 
	Matters Arising:
There were no matters arising

	4.
	Progress Report
Mr. Tim Butler identified some key items in the progress report which had been circulated in advance of the meeting and taken as read. 

In response to the report, the Chair stated the report reflected the high quality of work been done throughout Kilkenny.

Cllr. John Coonan acknowledged that there had been great progress recently made in many areas and in the Libraries and mentioned in particular the cycle lane and walkways from Freshford road into Kilkenny city. 


Ms. Marian Acreman asked about the Economic crisis on the price of Oil & Diesel and if there was any indication from government in terms long-term planning on transporting goods. Mr. Tim Butler noted there was little the Local Authority could do in these circumstances and that supports in these instances were usually indicated by central government. 

Ms. Aileen McGrath added no new direct business supports had yet been introduced which had been the case during COVID and the previous energy crisis. 

Cllr. Maria Dollard asked about the pedestrian cross over at Greens Bridge noting with the road works its very dangerous. Mr. Butler noted this and commented that he anticipated in the short-term future planned works on a pedestrian crossing and more longer-term a one-way system could relive this danger.

Cllr. Michael Doyle enquired if there was any action which could be taken by this Committee on the planning policies to stop the building of wind turbines closer than 1000m from domestic houses and given their high energy usage where there any data centres in County Kilkenny. 

Mr. Brian Hamilton agreed the matter needed consideration, that the turbines had an ecological and biodiversity cost and the balance of needs of all users of the landscape should be considered in developing these polices.

Mr. Tim Butler responded a number of things are considered when planning applications are assessed for wind turbines these include draft Wind Farm Guidelines of 2019, the visual and noise impact, the impact on water and waste water etc. 

He noted that if the Committee wished to do a visit to a wind turbine site it could be arranged he went on to note there were no Data centers in Kilkenny but an opportunity to develop data centres in Belview may arise with the proposed future development of the off-shore wind energy infrastructure off the South East coast. 

Cllr. Maria Dollard added the matter could be given consideration and debate at the commencement of process for the new County Development plan. 

Mr. Sean Cummins noted when considering the matter, the conversation should also include solar farms and their impact.


	5. 
	Consideration of Policy Issues

(1) Kilkenny Local Enterprise Development Plan 2026 to 2027
Ms. Aileen McGrath gave a presentation on Kilkenny Local Enterprise Development Plan 2026 to 2027 that was mentioned briefly at the December Meeting. Adopting the LEDP is a requirement of the Service Level agreement with Enterprise Ireland and the plan deals with specific services funded by Enterprise Ireland delivered by the LEO.

Prop: Cllr Michael Doyle
Seconded: Cllr. John Coonan
Therefore, The Kilkenny Local Enterprise Development Plan 2026 to 2027 was adopted 

Mr. Brian Hamilton asked if there is a timeline on how long it takes from Grant Application to receiving funding. To this Ms. Aileen McGrath replied for Lean, Green and Digital all approved in house takes about a week once all material is submitted. She noted that other grants such as Business Expansion, Priming and Feasibility required further guidance and it could take up to 6 weeks as the projects are presented to an external Evaluation committee to for evaluation and decision. 


(2) Kilkenny Festivals and Events Strategy 2026 to 2030.
Ms. Aileen McGrath presented the Kilkenny Festivals and Events Strategy 2026 to 2030. This strategy was developed over 2025 and into 2026 in conjunction with Failte Ireland as Co Funders. The Strategy is a roadmap focused on key pillars to the development of all festivals in Kilkenny.

Cllr Maria Dollard and Cllr John Coonan noted the importance where possible of bring the Castle and River area into use for performances, concerts etc. 

(3) Settlement plan for City & schedule towns
Mr. Tim Butler outlined recent development plan variations. He spoke about the zoning of land for houses, water services and other infrastructure required to meet the National housing targets by 2034.

Cllr Maria Dollard enquired about the timeline on Irish water issuing their guidelines to support estate and housing developments

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Tim Butler responded this was imminent. It was also noted that 16% of housing developments in County Kilkenny were in smaller towns and villages and many of these (15) have waste water management capacity constraints.

	5.
	Any Other Business:
No other Business was discussed at this meeting

	6
	Date of Next Meeting:
The next SPC 1 meeting will be held on the 25th June 2026 from 4 O’clock in Council Chambers in County Hall.

Dates for SPC 1 meetings in 2026:

Thursday 24th September 2026 at 4pm
Thursday 3rd December at 11.30am

Cllr. Michael Doyle thanked all committee members for attending, the meeting concluded at 5.45pm.



Signed: 	_____________________________		Date: ____________
CLLR. Michael Doyle
